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It was the twentieth of Novemeber, 
the weather cool and calm... the mildest I could remember.

I had just finished lunch and was about to leave, 
when a man entered and took the booth ahead of me.  

What hair he had was white, his frame was aged and bent...
Yet despite this worn look he struck me as a true gent.  

His clothes - like himself- were old and tattered, 
but it was what he wore on his collar that mattered.

I moved to where he sat extending my hand,
“My friends call me Johnny” I said - he made no motion to stand-

Not to be deterred, I spoke again, ‘I don’t wish to be rude
friend, but it’s nine days past yet I see upon your collar you wear a poppy.”

He looked up with those gentle eyes, and motioned me to sit.
Well I took the offer, ordered coffee, -it arrived in a short bit-

We sat in silence, I stirred my coffee -he stared at his- 
I was beginning to wonder, “Is this all there is?”
By the time he spoke, my coffee had gone cold,

and he began to tell me of the wars of old.

“I wear this poppy on my collar for a reason son,
it reminds us of the atrocities we’ve done.  At night when I close my eyes,

I can see their silent cries.  Their arms once strong in life,
reach out weakly in death.  A simple question of ‘Why?’ in their eyes,

and on their last breath...
Yet I’ve no answer to give, why they should die that I may live.  So I thank

them in  my own way, by wearing this poppy every day.”
I went back for coffee again and again, 

and he told me about the wars way back when.  Then one afternoon
it was getting late, and I was beginning to think he forgot our date.  

When the waitress -named June or May- told me he passed on just the other day.
Handing me an envelope she said, “For you...

he left it almost as if he knew.”

I nearly cried right there, right then, for written on the envelope was
“Remember the Women, Remember the Men.”

I opened the envelope with a single tear, and what I
found inside was a little worse for wear.

Ripped and frayed -I still knew what it was-
it was the old man’s poppy, minus some of its fuzz.

I still have the poppy, it’s at home in a frame,
along with the man’s position...rank...and his name...

...
The young man across from me made ready to stand, 

I reached over the table and he shook my hand.
Looking down at his palm, and what he now had,
standing there in silence he looked almost sad.
Well he looked back and sort of smiled at me,

for in his hand I had placed a poppy.

The tears were starting to show, and he asked me
“How did you know?”

“I’ve told this story many times son, and from
the first to the last...they’ve all wanted one.

I like to think I’m doing my part, by keeping their sacrifices alive in my heart.
So in my own way I fight for peace, with my story and a 

pocket full of poppies...”

Pocket Full of Poppies
By Don Jackson



That Arrow Bullet Scares the Crap Out of Me

Meanwhile In Canada: Bottle Rockets Still Most Powerful Launch SYSTEM2

From the Desk of the Editor 
BEHIND THE GUN

Connor “Birdbath” Buott
- AERO III - 

 A twelve year old girl 
nervously raises her hand: 
“Do you make weapons?”
	 	I	had	just	finished	giving	
an	EWB	presentation	on	water	fil-
tration to a group of 30-odd grade 
eight	girls,	 and	was	 trying	 to	fill	
some time until their parents 
showed up. I had already done a 
short intro on aerospace and engi-
neering, and asked if they had any 
questions about that. 
 That girl’s question 
caught me off guard. Do I make 
weapons? I had thought about it 
before,	on	a	superficial	level,	that	
a rocket bore little difference to 
a ballistic missile: in fact the lat-
ter was derived from the former. 
But in 3 years of tour guiding, 
answering questions like “Do you 
fix	 planes?”	 or	 “Do	 you	want	 to	
be an astronaut?” I had never been 
asked about weaponry. 
 “Yes”, I responded, “some 
engineers do design weapons”. I 
couldn’t think of anything more 
to say. 
 My co-presenter Fizza 
jumped to my rescue. “Actually, 
the	 first	 engineers	 only	 worked	
on weaponry! Military engineers 
were those who designed and op-
erated the cannons and guns, be-
cause	they	were	the	first	complex	
machinery”. I followed up with 
some facts about Roman archi-
tects, but by this time the girl had 
already turned back to talk to her 
friends. She was done with this 
topic, by my mind was not. 
 The term ‘engineer’ dates 
back to the 1300’s, literally mean-
ing ‘the one who operates the 
engines’, meaning the engines of 
war. Catapults, trebuchets, etc. 
were the most sophisticated de-
vices at the time, and required 
specialised men with rudimentary 
maths and physics knowledge to 
design, move and aim them. 
 400 years later, the inven-
tion of the steam engine brought 
about the industrial revolution in 
the 1700’s, and engineering be-
gan to diversify as more and more 
complex	 mechanical	 and	 elec-
trical machinery became com-
monplace. Engineering became 
the general term to describe the 
construction, design and opera-
tion of structural and mechanical 
systems.
 Today, I should hope you 
all have a working knowledge of 
what your stream of engineering 
does. But have you ever thought 
about it’s military applications. 

Editorials

Engineers and the Weapons they Design
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tive bullets and missiles. Better 
enemy tracking and targeting sys-
tems for everything from troop 
movements to missile and drone 
targets. In many cases, the end 
goal was to be able to kill faster, 
more accurately, with less collat-
eral damage and a higher lethality. 
Those are terms you won’t hear 
mentioned in ECOR 1010.
  However, if you ask any-
one working on the more lethal 
projects, they see it no differ-
ently than the personal protec-
tion systems. A better gun makes 
a Canadian soldier safer, more 
effective, and thus protects Ca-
nadians. Same goes for missiles, 
tracking	systems,	tanks	or	fighter	
jets. To them, the design of an 
amour-piercing	rifle	round	is	just	
as important as the design of the 
armour its piercing. 
 Our generation, outside of 
those from military families, has a 
very lose connection to the armed 
forces. The notion of war, of nec-
essary death, and the weapons 
technology that goes along with 
that, is something we do not often 
discuss.  
 So this month, take some 
time to research and think about 
how	your	field	is	used	further	mil-
itary technology, and whether that 
is the kind of work you might one 
day be comfortable doing. 
 Just in case a 12 year old 
girl asks you:

 “Do you make weapons?”

 In another part of the 
building, they’re doing structural 
analysis of the LAV’s, or doing 
a	 CFD	 (computational	 fluid	 dy-
namic)	model	of	 a	modified	 fuel	
pod for an F-18. There were com-
munications engineers working 
on better troop communications, 
radar jamming, and GPS missile 
guidance technology. Chemical 
engineers	designing	better	explo-
sives and propellants. There were 
software engineers designing eve-
rything from mobile-device-inter-
faces	for	field	medics,	 to	various	
simulation and calculation tools. 
 The list goes on and on. 
Of the 300-odd civilian staff at 
the facility where I worked, the 
vast majority had an engineering 
undergrad or graduate degree. 
 Of course, this raises 
questions of ethics. Even though 
I worked at this facility for 4 
months,	 I	 worked	 exclusively	
with personal protection, so I 
didn’t think to hard about the 
consequences of my research. 
Everything I did was focused on 
protecting Canadian troops and 
improving their quality of life. 
Better, lighter, safer body armour 
and helmets, better assessment 
of injury, etc. The work that my 
section did was to save lives and 
improve troop effectiveness, and 
I got the feeling that everyone on 
my team was happy we were on 
that end of the equation. 
 But on this very same 
base, there were teams, identi-
cal to ours, working on improv-
ing	troop	efficiency	in	a	different	
way. More accurate, more effec-

Not just whether the tech you de-
sign can directly harm someone 
(you’d be surprised how often it 
can), but how the work that your 
field	 does	 supports	 and	 makes	
possible a wide variety of military 
technologies. 
	 I	 spent	 my	 first	 Co-op	
term this summer working for De-
fence Research and Development 
Canada, the R&D wing of the Ca-
nadian Armed Forces. It is worth 
noting that I am not a soldier: I 
just happened to get an amazing 
to	experience	to	see	the	back-end	
of	our	military	tech	first-hand.	
 Working there, it was 
fascinating to see how just about 
every stream of engineering had 
a military application. I, an aero, 
was there using Matlab to calcu-
late ballistic paths and velocities 
for fragmentation from land-
mines.
	 	 Right	 next	 door,	 some	
bio-medical engineers were ana-
lysing the head-trauma sustained 
from	 the	 explosion	 of	 that	 same	
land-mine, by blasting a (usually) 
fake brain surrogate. 
 Down the hall, materials 
engineers were polishing various 
tensile samples of metal alloys to 
undergo micrography, after hav-
ing been pulled in tension un-
til fracture or shot with various 
rounds. These might be metals 
for the underbelly armour on our 
new LAV’s (light armoured vehi-
cle), or perhaps for tougher tank 
armour. The same would be done 
with	 various	 ceramics	 or	 soft	 fi-
bres, the common materials used 
in troop armour. 

space 
watch

On October 2nd, 2014, 
Major Charles Bolden,  Ad-
ministrator of NASA, paid 
a visit to Carleton to speak 
to CENG about space ex-
ploration. During that ses-
sion, I had to a chance to 
ask him:  “How dependant 
is NASA on manned and 
unmaned private space 
companies?” His response:
“We’ve bet the farm.”

Connor “Birdbath” Buott

On October 28th, an 
Orbital Sciences Corp. 
Antares rocket explodes 
15 seconds into launch.
 
Intended to carry 5000lbs 
of cargo to the Internation 
Space Station, the pre-
liminary analysis indicates 
that this private rocket’s 
main-stage motor failed 
catastrophically. 

On October 31st, Vir-
gin Galactic’s sub-orbital 
space-plane Space Ship 
Two came apart in mid-
flight during a test of it’s 
new rocket motor. 

The new motor was initial-
ly suspected, but an ongo-
ing investigation shows that 
SS2’s wings were moved 
into the feather position 
just before the explosion.



Unlike 3d Infill, Runway Models Will Bear Some Loads

3d Printing a Bike : Because "Why" is not a question Engineers Are Trained to Answer 3
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LOOP THE LOOP

 Do you remember 
back to your days of inno-
cence in ECOR 1010, when 
memorizing the design pro-
cess was important?  With 
McRae everything seemed 
to be vital information that 
would	 be	 on	 the	 exam	 so	
you should remember.  Well, 
Mike and I have just en-
tered	the	infinite	looping	part	
where the end seems near 
and so far away.  
 Last year, in the dead 
of winter, the Discovery 
Center in the library opened 
up their two 3D printers for 
student use.  Mike and I 
quickly wormed our way into 
helping run them.  A year 
later and Mike has now be-
come the printers’ resident 
care taker.  While working 
with the machines in the 
early days, trying to solve 
the teething problems, Mike 
came up with a crazy idea.  
Why not build a full bike out 
of plastic.  
 There were some dif-
ficulties	 to	overcome	 for	 the	
project to succeed.  As you 
know, plastic is not a great 
structural material.  Its win-
ning combination of low 

tribution to the overall fracture re-
sistance was the crosshatched top 
and bottom layers sandwiching 
the easily separable walls.  Due 
the large amount of plastic need-
ed, we purchased our own rolls of 
filament	for	the	project.
	 Next	 we	 hit	 the	 design	
phase.  Once we had the sim-
ple	 rectangle	bar	figured	out,	 the	
time came to design the frame.  It 
turns out bike frames are not well 
shaped for being made from 26cm 
bars.  Who knew?  The frame is re-
ally two large triangles with a mo-
ment arm holding the front wheel.  
Mike	took	on	the	challenge	of	fig-
uring out how to attach the front 
wheel to the rest of the frame in a 
way that the large moment gener-
ated at the lone pivot point would 
not break the brittle plastic.  I got 
to work on the bike’s backside.  
 We designed the whole 
frame by the end of the summer 
and started producing parts on 
the printers at the beginning of 
this semester.  We made a modu-
lar design that could be snapped 
together and taken apart if need-
ed, a good idea as it turned out.  
Then we encountered a problem 
we had not foreseen or been pre-
pared for; the effects of thermal 
expansion	on	plastic.		Due	to	the	

strength and dangerous, brittle 
failures give it limited structural 
applications.  When 3D printed, 
it also gains built in weak points 
where layers are laid down.  
Thanks to a small build plate, the 
maximum	 part	 length	 is	 26	 cm.		
We	were	also	only	first	years	with	
very	 limited	 experience	 of	 force	
analysis, what we did know was 
thanks to ECOR 1101.  
 We began the research 
phase by looking at frame shapes 
and how force travels in a bike.  
Over	the	next	month	we	came	up	
with a plastic bar design we could 
modify for most of the frame and 
began to test it for strength.  The 
shape was not the only important 
constraint; the printing method 
gives some problems as well.  We 
discovered that the printer prints 
in a cross hatch pattern only on the 
top and bottom of the part, while 
the sides are just individual lay-
ers stuck together with weakening 
lines all the way down the length 
of the part.  The printer also hol-
lows	out	the	part	and	fills	it	with	
a	 hexagonal	 infill	 structure.	 	We	
learned	 that	 the	 infill,	 although	
pretty, had almost no structural 
strength, and the number of layers 
we set the walls to had a large ef-
fect on strength.  The largest con-

James Nugent and Michael Mackay Mclaren
- MECH II - 

thickness of the walls we set for 
our parts, they did not cool down 
as	fast	as	otherwise	expected.		As	
a part cooled it bent and assumed 
the shape of a Pringle.  It quickly 
became obvious that a bike made 
from deformed, Pringle pieces 
would never work.  Using paper-
clips to clamp down the parts as 
they printed solved that problem. 
After	 that,	 production	 flew	 until	
the	 whole	 bike	 was	 finished	 be-
fore reading break. 
	 We	 now	 entered	 the	 next	
phase of the design process, test-
ing.  Once we had attached wheels 
and a seat we were ready to sit on 
it to see what it was made of.  Ig-
noring the known weaknesses, 
like the part where the printer had 
run	out	of	plastic	and	not	finished	
the print or the one with a small 
crack, we decided to go for it.  
 Mike stood on a scale 
to measure how much force the 
bike took as he implemented the 
time honoured sit test.  As the 
weight increased, the front wheel 
had to be wrestled in place with 

the handlebars to prevent it from 
squirming sideways.  While cor-
ralling the front, Mike subjected 
the frame to a large deformation 
before a loud cracking sound was 
heard.  He managed to sit with 
120 lbs. of force on the bike.  The 
front wheel had moved forwards 
a few inches during the test and 
seemed to be the main cause of 
the frame deforming; the front 
wheel is a big moment after all.  
 With that he got off and 
we inspected the bike.  We saw no 
new surface cracks and so decid-
ed	 it	was	fine	 to	 try	another	 test.		
As everyone knows, all cracks 
and imperfections are visible to 
the naked eye and on the surface 
of the part; ironically we started 
fractures in materials class later 
that day.  With the good bill of 
health I decided that I wanted to 
give it a try.  Straddling the frame, 
I slowly lowered myself onto 
the seat.  I heard a few pops and 
cracks as I increased the pressure.  
The front wheel was a handful 
and it required full concentration 

to keep it straight and sit smooth-
ly on the seat.  When I hit 120 lbs. 
of sitting, the frame shattered.  
 Now that we had tested 
the frame, it was time to enter the 
analysis and optimization phase 
of the design process.  Somehow, 
despite having 3 cameras focused 
on the bike, none of them cap-
tured the failure.  I think there is 
a conspiracy theory to be found 
here.	 	This	 left	us	examining	 the	
wreckage to identify the failure 
methods.  As engineering stu-
dents, we know a broken part is 
not a failure, just a chance to have 
more fun designing, improving, 
and rebuilding.
 As you no doubt remem-
ber, the testing and optimizing 
part of the design process loops 
until success is achieved.  Having 
failed	 in	 the	 first	 test	 we	 restart	
the loop.  We have now gone back 
to the drawing screen, changed 
the busted parts, and will soon be 
testing	again	with	the	hope	of	fin-
ishing before the looping make us 
too dizzy to think.  



I wanted to make this month's paper Beard shaped... A man can dream

Sex in a residence room is great: Unless it's not you having it4
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Different Universe
Engineering from an Artsy Point of View

 Wakey wakey… I know 
the multiple food comas from 
all the turkey and cranberry 
sauce was too delicious and 
now you just want to enter into 
an endless coma where more 
Thanksgiving leftovers are just 
pumped into your system… I 
think that is totally possible, but 

please don’t go to your doctor 
and ask for that kind of treat-
ment… you might get locked 
up in a white suit and never see 
your family again. (sucks to 
suck I guess).

 October was a short 
but wet month… too much 
damn rain around and it’s just 
a boring month. Well, there are 
pretty big parties and I guess 
homecoming is a thing again at 
Carleton so…. FSK 2 – Hallow-
een-coming is actually happen-
ing this Saturday as I am typing 
this article… blame the pub-
lishers for having such an early 

submission date. I can’t really 
relive the fun times with eve-
ryone who was sober enough 
at the parties to remember the 
events that I am recalling from 
the numerous weekends of the 
weekend. Homecoming is the 
morning of FSK 2 and it’s go-
ing to be fun seeing more purple 
people around campus cheering 
on our somewhat good football 
team just after their 2nd year 
back into the OUA. Carleton’s 
Thanksgiving present is always 
my	 favourite	 because	 exam	
schedules are released and eve-
ryone usually rages (me includ-
ed)… THANKS OBAMA!

Whirlwind – Engineers try to be fancy, dress up semi-
formal and have a classy night of talking about how bad 
their last hookup was or how they are going to get an F 
from their TA’s from their last assignment. It’s nice to see 
everyone finally look normal… well normal to me in my 
field because in my industry, everyone is usually in suits for 
work. (for those who forget, I’m in Criminology)

Movember – Any cancer is bad but prostate for a male 
is probably one of the worst things to have to endure so 
please if you are a male, join the C-Eng team and help raise 
money to help find a cure for this horrible illness. Females 
– you can join as well, just don’t shave your legs and if you 
magically can grow a beard… I guess don’t shave…. (please 
don’t kill me… I love everyone equally… sort of…)

VAP – CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS FOR LEO’S OR 
CSES – it is our time to stand up and get what we de-
serve… we needed to be compensated for our hard work 
for this semester and it’s time for a good night of just fun 
and games and maybe, just maybe there will be karaoke 
again… but I have retired so I guess I should be happy my 
ears don’t have to bleed anymore. RIP O’Briens… you will 
be missed by many!

Wesley “Pooping Panda” Chee  
- CRIM III - 

COMING IN OCTOBER
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27-31

Joey Roy
- ELEC II -

So,	 you	made	 it.	You’re	 final-
ly all moved in to your lovely 
white brick residence room 
with that roommate you may 
have met over the “Carleton 
Class of blah blah blah...” face-
book page, so now what? Well, 
here’s three pieces of advice 
from a guy who lived in a res 
cell like yours and realized he 
could have done it better.
 1. That roommate? 
Yeah, them. You know the one. 
Might be a weird guy who nev-
er sleeps, that girl who parties 
just a little too much, or per-
haps the twin that you thought 
didn’t	 exist.	 Make	 sure	 you	
make yourself known to that 
person and make your space 
known to them too. Otherwise, 
your roommate ends up eating 
your food, ignoring your pleas 

for them to sleep so you can too 
(unless you’re an engineer…) 
and they make a mess on your 
half of the room all the time. So, 
the advice? Mark your territory 
prospective	first	year!	A	happy	
roommate-ship comes from a 
lot of don’t F*#%ing touch my 
stuff.
 2. The bathroom. 
Aaaaaahh yes. The place you 
have your glorious epiphanies 
whilst poised upon the porce-
lain throne. That room is not 
what it was at home. No longer 
will you be able to homestead 
for hours on end while playing 
Pokemon on your Gameboy. 
Gone are the days of multiple 
ply toilet paper! OH WOE IS 
YOU. The advice? Fold the toi-
let paper. Many, many, like 12 
folds	makes	the	finger	painting	
feeling go away.
 3. The Fresh Food 
Company Residence Cafeteria. 
Wow, what a mouthful of food 
and words. I digress, the Some-
what Fresh “Food” Company is 
great	and	all	for	the	first	couple	
weeks, when mom and pop and 
the family ate there after mov-
ing you in. You might have 

thought to yourself “Gee wilik-
ers! This place is great! I’ll nev-
er be hungry and the menu is al-
ways changing! OH and look at 
that chocolate fountain!” Well, 
stop right there Freddie-Fanta-
sy! I’ve got some advice. ONE! 
You will NEVER see the foun-
tain again, until St. Patrick’s day 
when	it’s	filled	with	green	ooze.	
TWO! The menu is a LIE! Take 
note of what you ate two weeks 
ago. See a pattern? Yeah, Taco 
Tuesday every two weeks gets 
old fast, pal. AND THREE! 
The best thing in that cafeteria 
is the bacon. The sweet, salty, 
succulent pork is a rare sight to 
behold indeed. The early bird 
catches the worm, and the early 
student gets a plate of bacon.
So, there you have it. Three 
half-decent pieces of advice I 
definitely	 didn’t	 have	 when	 I	
was in res. To sum it up: make 
your stuff known to be your 
stuff, give up on having that 
oh-so-sweet me-time upon the 
glistening ceramic pedestal of 
truth, and be wary of the caf 
food. I heard it gave a kid scur-
vy one year.

Rockin’ Rezlife

CSES sends out weekly 
eNewsletters with the 

most current 
happenings of the 
C-Eng Community!

Email
internal@cses.carleton.ca

to subscribe today!



Apparently Whirlwind is Sold out. I'mma just leave that there out of spite. 

THE ONLY MYSTERY: HOW MANY STARS DOES RAPH RATE OUT OF? 5

Columns

Raphael “Bluebelly” Adams  
- ACSE III -

 I saw Childish Gambino 
at Bluesfest this past summer, 
and it was one of the highlights 
of the entire festival. He’s one 
of the most energetic perform-
ers I’ve ever seen, and he had 
an incredible backing band as 
well (props to him for not just 
bringing a DJ). He rapped his 
lungs out, sang his heart out, 
and freestyled as an encore. It 
was awesome. 

 Of course, it goes with-
out saying that his most recent 
album, Because the Internet, is 
incredibly original and versa-
tile, and consistently refuses to 
conform to the norms of modern 
hip hop. So, after being pointed 
to STN MTN by our very own 
Tyler Holmwood, I was quite 
excited	 to	 see	 what	 Gambino	
would	do	in	a	mixtape	format.

	 Why?	 Well,	 mixtapes	
are free, meaning that the art-
ist isn’t pressured by record 
labels to be “accessible”. They 
have total creative freedom to 
do whatever the hell they want. 
However, sometimes this re-
sults	in	a	failed	experiment,	or	
in the artist simply being lazy. 
And other times, oddly enough, 
the result is something more ac-
cessible. 

 Such is the case with 
STN MTN. When I saw that 
it was hosted by DJ Drama, I 
was	 excited	 because	 his	 taste	
in beats is always good. But 

Drama’s style is suited to the 
likes of Lil Wayne and Meek 
Mill,	making	this	mixtape	more	
“mainstream” than Gambino’s 
previous releases. More con-
ventional backing tracks, less 
lyrical	 complexity,	 and,	 un-
fortunately, less of the clever 
punchlines that Gambino does 
best. However, it was still a lot 
of fun. I’ll do another track-by-
track analysis.

“Dream / Southern Hospital-
ity / Partna Dem”

Dream
The	first	part	of	this	song	sets	up	
the	mixtape.	In	a	relaxed	tone,	
backed by snippets of radio, 
Gambino describes a dream he 
had, where the world was a bet-
ter place (“I had a dream I ran 
Atlanta...”).	This	mixtape	is	his	
“dream”, which makes it a con-
cept album in a sense.

Southern Hospitality
A few words from American 
Dad’s Steve Smith play over 
Bjork’s “Venus as a Boy”, then 
the beat kicks in and we’re un-
derway. DJ Drama does his 
usual “Y’ALL READY??” in-
troduction, scratches a little, 
then lets Gambino jump on 
the beat and do his thing. It’s 
a wonderfully tuneless, bass-
heavy beat, not really meant 
for a lot of lyrical acrobatics, 
and Gambino does a nice little 
freestyle, starting out slow and 
speeding up to build intensity.

Partna Dem
A gunshot, then the beat switch-
es up. In terms of the music it-
self, the third part of the song 
sounds like every other main-
stream rap song these days. 
However, Gambino makes 
up for this lacklustre beat by 
throwing in pop culture refer-

ences, motorboating sound ef-
fects, and punchlines that’ll 
make you laugh. 

“Fucks Given” 
This is a quieter, slower song, 
bringing the intensity way 
down. Gambino beats Drake 
at his own game here, blending 
rapping and singing, hip hop 
and R&B. No autotune either; 
very nice. 

“No Small Talk” 
(ft. Kari Faux) 

This song is okay, but it doesn’t 
resonate with me much. 
Gambino’s verses are pretty 
basic, both in terms of rhyming 
and speed, and the whole thing 
honestly feels more like Kari 
Faux’s	 song.	 I’ve	 never	 heard	
of Kari before, but she’s pretty 
average. The chorus is the same 
thing repeated over and over: 
“Bitch, I’m taking calls / No 
small talk.” Meh. 

“Money Baby”
Now THIS, is gorgeous. The 
beat is pretty mainstream, but 
the chord progressions and 
synths are a feast for the ears. 
Appropriately, Gambino choos-
es to sing for most of the song. 
I think his raps are freestyled 
here as well.

“Move That Dope / Nextel 
Chirp / Let Your Hair Blow” 

(ft. Young Scooter)
This feels like the centrepiece 
of	 the	mixtape	 to	me,	 because	
of its multi-parted nature and 
the epic feel of the third part. 
I’ll break it down:

Move That Dope
I think this beat is from another 
song, but I don’t know which 
one. It’s great – and it has a re-
ally dark and ominous feeling. 
Gambino spits triplets and 16th 

notes effortlessly, there are a 
couple scratches, and...
Nextel	 Chirp:	 ...the	 song	
switches tempos completely 
without	 losing	 its	 flow.	 I	 have	
no idea how DJ Drama man-
aged to make the transition 
so smooth. You can kind of 
tell that this middle section is 
meant to lead into something 
more, because the beat kind of 
builds anticipation. Gambino’s 
verse here is good, but right on 
top of the beat. He could have 
played around with it a bit more 
in my opinion.

Let Your Hair Blow
Another smooth transition 
which leads into... ahhh, an-
other beautiful beat, even more 
gorgeous than “Money Baby”. 
Lush synths and an easy mid-
tempo pace. Young Scooter de-
livers a pretty simple chorus a 
couple times, then Gambino 
enters.	 He’s	 totally	 relaxed	
here, delivering a super chill 
verse with lots of space and 
intentional voice cracks. The 
track fades out peacefully.

“AssShots Remix” 
(ft. R O Y A L T Y)

Classic hip hop here. Gambino 
trades verses with the three 
members of the R O Y A L T 
Y crew, over an insistent, bass-
heavy beat perfect for freestyl-
ing.	Don’t	expect	any	deep	sub-
ject matter here, but it’s a fun 
track. 

“Childish Gambino 
@ The Atrium”

This is more of an interlude 
than	 a	 song,	 a	 fun	 mixture	 of	
snippets and DJ scratches. 
There are clips of Gambino’s 
own “3005” and “Heartbeat”, 
“Homies Over Hoes” from The 
Boondocks, the Maybach Mu-
sic girl saying “Sweet”, and 
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the drop from “Turn Down for 
What”. In between all this cha-
os is something about Gambino 
being at The Atrium this Fri-
day. Don’t ask, because I don’t 
know.

“U Don’t Have to Call” 
This song opens with some 
girls talking about strip clubs 
in Atlanta, before seguing into 
a very pretty acappella piece. 
Gambino is singing alone, un-
accompanied	 except	 for	 his	
own	finger	snaps,	and	it’s	beau-
tiful. He could quit rap and be 
an R&B singer if he wanted to. 
A chill beat kicks in after this 
part, and Gambino does an in-
trospective spoken-word verse 
on top of this, before ending 
quickly with more acappel-
la. This is probably the least 
“mainstream”	song	on	the	mix-
tape; very original. (Man, I feel 
like such a hipster making all 
these mainstream-related com-
ments.)

“Candler Road”
Another multi-part song! 
The	 first	 part	 is	 your	 typical	
Waka Flocka-esque trap beat. 
However, Gambino keeps it 
from becoming a cliché by 
throwing in some triplets and 
playing with the rhythm. 

Abruptly, we are led into the 
second part, and holy crap, this 
beat is HUGE. Bone-rattling 
synth bass and thumping drums 
make this the most “epic” beat 
on the album. (If you were won-
dering, Gambino produced it 
himself.) It’s also worth noting 
that the melodic chorus for this 
song is completely freestyled, 
with Gambino singing, “I don’t 
have words for this part, but I 
know it should sound like this.” 
What a boss.

“All Y’All”
Finally! This is the true show-
case for Gambino’s skills on 
the mic. He’s held himself 
back this whole time, but he 
absolutely murders this beat. 
Staggeringly	 complex	 rhymes,	
random bursts into song, faked 
coughing	fits,	and	Frozen	refer-
ences – this track has got it all.

“Go DJ” 
This track starts off with a free-
style, but really, it’s an oppor-
tunity for Gambino to thank DJ 
Drama and pay tribute to all 
the DJs he’s worked with over 
the years. At the very end, he 
brings everything to conclusion 
by reminding us that this is all 
a dream: “And then I woke up”. 

 So, as you can hopeful-
ly see by my long-winded anal-
ysis,	 I	 like	 this	mixtape.	Keep	
in mind, though, that I like DJ 
Drama in general, and that I 
don’t mind the current trends in 
hip hop music. Yes, modern rap 
often sounds generic and mass-
produced, but some of it is still 
worth listening to.

 My guess is that Child-
ish Gambino wanted to dip his 
toes in the mainstream before 
going back to his own thing. 
I don’t think he’s at his best 
here by any means, but perhaps 
that’s	his	idea	of	a	mixtape	ex-
periment – trying something 
conventional for once. As I 
said,	some	experiments	are	un-
successful, but STN MTN is 
too much fun to be one of those. 
Three and a half stars. 
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The Architecture of Ottawa

 Located on 1 Rideau 
Street, the picturesque Château 
Laurier sits as a command-
ing presence in Confederation 
Square. Designated a heritage 
property in 1981 by the Federal 
Heritage Buildings Review Of-
fice,	the	massive	scale	hotel	sits	
dramatically atop of the banks 
of the Ottawa River across from 
its sister building, the Former 
Union Station. The hotel was 
named for Prime Minister Lau-
rier,	 who	 was	 the	 first	 to	 sign	
the guestbook when doors were 
opened on June 1, 1912. Guests 
of the hotel regularly include 
government	 officials,	 as	 well	
as notable artists and dignitar-
ies. Le Château Laurier, with its 
charming style and lavish inte-
rior, was built not only to be a 
hotel	at	the	height	of	luxury,	but	
as part of a much larger picture.
 Le Château Laurier was 
commissioned by Charles Mel-
ville Hays, general manager of 
the Grand Trunk Railway, as 
part	of	his	vision	to	extend	the	
railway and connect major cit-
ies across Canada. He would do 
this	by	building	deluxe	railway	
stations	 and	 luxurious	 hotels.	
This idea, however, was noth-
ing new. Other large scale ho-
tels connected to the idea of 
luxury	travel	have	come	before	
it, such as the Banff Springs 
Hotel. Originally, he had hired 
the American architect Brad-
ford Lee Gilbert, but after the 
completion of the Château 
Frontenac in Quebec City, Hays 
hired the Montreal based archi-

tects Ross and MacFarlane to 
build the hotel, as well as the 
station. George Allen Ross was 
listed as a draughtsman with 
the Grand Trunk Railway, and 
apprenticed	 at	 firms	 in	Boston	
and New York, before being 
educated at both MIT and the 
École	des	Beaux-Arts.	His	part-
ner, David Huron MacFarlane, 
apprenticed	 at	 Montreal	 firms	
before, like Ross, studying at 
MIT. Having travelled Europe 
and	been	exposed	to	many	no-
table architectural styles, both 
Ross and MacFarlane were 
seemingly inspired by the châ-
teaus of France. The design of 
the hotel combined the French 
Renaissance style of those châ-
teaus, the neo-Gothic elements 
of the adjacent Parliament 
buildings, and the classical 
style of the train station, slated 
for construction directly across. 
 The hotel was con-
structed	 out	 of	 extravagant	
materials, including white Ital-
ian marble, Indiana limestone, 
and copper, conforming to the 
château style. The hotel interior 
was furnished with antiques, 
a grand marble staircase with 
brass railings, crystal vases, and 
fine	 furniture.	 The	 grand	 châ-
teau style hotel envisioned by 
Hays was complete, but Hays, 
however, was not able to see the 
final	product.	He	and	the	rest	of	
his party perished in the Titanic 
on April 14, 1912. Many guests 
and those who are employed at 
le Château Laurier say that the 
ghost of Charles Melville Hays 

haunts the hotel, but is nothing 
but friendly. 
 The standard style for 
railway hotels in Canada, the 
Château or Château-esque 
style, is inspired by the French 
châteaus	 of	 the	 sixteenth	 cen-
tury, most notably the castles 
of the Loire. The nineteenth 
and early twentieth century 
Canadian take on the style in-
cluded	 a	 blend	 of	 influences.	
The characteristics of this style 
include a high copper roof 
with a steep pitch, punctuated 
with many dormer windows 
and the silhouette of the roof 
is broken up by towers, tur-
rets,	 and	finials.	Both	 the	plan	
of the building and roof-line 
are asymmetrical and the entire 
building is built at a very large 
scale. Château style buildings 
are constructed with gorgeous 
materials, including copper and 
cut stone. Doors and windows 
are trimmed with classical style 
mouldings and wall dormers 
are decorated with Gothic or-
nament, showing this blend 
of style. The interiors of these 
buildings are also richly deco-
rated. These decorations are 
meant to make people visiting 
feel comfortable and advertise 
the railway travel connected 
to many buildings of this style. 
The distinctive Canadian Châ-
teau style was favoured among 
architects and wealthy clients, 
because	of	the	luxurious	mate-
rials and the picturesque quali-
ty. This became the standard for 
railway hotels and later, federal 

government buildings.
 The key architectural 
elements that contribute to the 
heritage character of le Château 
Laurier are its irregular L shaped 
plan, its arcaded entrance, and 
its symmetrical front facade, 
defined	by	two	octagonal	pavil-
ions that are accented by a strip 
of windows that run vertically 
to	the	roofline.	The	smooth	fin-
ish of the Indiana limestone that 
contrasts with the ornate detail-
ing on the eave line, as well as 
the entrance, is another char-
acteristic. Built when the Châ-
teau style was in full bloom, 
le	Château	Laurier	exemplifies	
the characteristics of the style, 
with its steeply pitched roof, 
towers,	turrets,	and	extravagant	
materials. The hotel includes 
ornate gables and dormers that 
punctuate the copper roof, and 
offset the medieval detail. The 
architectural elements of this 
style were viewed as not only 
luxurious	 and	 elegant,	 but	 as	
Canadian. The hotel had such 
an	influence,	that	from	1916	to	
as late as the 1950s, the feder-
al government ordered that all 
federal architecture in Ottawa 
conform to this Canadian style 
in some aspect. Elements of 
the Château style can be seen 
in the roof structure of both the 
Confederation and the Supreme 
Court Building. 
 Another element that 
contributes to the heritage char-
acter is the hotel’s relationship 
with the former Union Station. 
Now the Government Confer-
ence Centre, the station was 
designed and built in conjunc-
tion with le Château Laurier 
and opened on the same day in 
1912. Both owned by the Grand 
Trunk Railway, the station was 
designed as an urban gateway. 
The tracks of the railway ran 
down what is now Colonel By 
Drive, and travellers entered 
directly into the classical style 
building. The large arched win-
dows, vaulted spaces, and coif-
fured ceilings drew compari-
sons to famous hubs of travel, 
such as both Penn and Grand 
Central Station in New York. 
The interior also includes the 
use of Corinthian columns and 
bands	of	ornament,	 further	ex-
pressing	 the	 Classical	 influ-
ence. Like le Château Laurier, 
it made the elegance of travel 
accessible to the public, and ad-
vertised cross country travel by 
rail. The relationship between 
the	 two	 buildings	 is	 again	 ex-
pressed through the use of the 
same materials and through the 
underground tunnel which di-
rectly connects the two build-

The  CHATEAU
LAURIER

ings. The tunnel used to take 
passengers from Union Station 
to le Château Laurier after ar-
riving in Ottawa. Though today 
the tunnel is no longer in use, it 
still looks as it did in 1912, of-
fering a glimpse into the past of 
the two buildings.
 In 1919, 5 years after 
the death of the General man-
ager of the Grand Trunk Rail-
way, Charles Melville Hays, 
the Canadian National Railway 
assumed control over several 
railways and hotels, including 
le Château Laurier. The new 
management	 brought	 signifi-
cant changes to the hotel. In 
1929, the Canadian National 
Railway enlisted Montreal 
based architect John Archibald, 
as well as their in-house ar-
chitect	 John	 Schofield	 to	 cre-
ate	 a	 design	 for	 expansion	 of	
the hotel. In keeping with the 
original Château style program, 
an East Wing with 240 rooms 
was added. With the addition, 
the plan of the hotel went from 
the original “L” shape to a “U” 
shape,	filling	the	corner	plot	of	
land	 where	 Sussex	 Drive	 in-

tersects Rideau Street. A state 
of the art spa was opened and 
the art deco inspired pool, the 
centerpiece of the spa, was also 
opened. Pink and green marble 
were used throughout the inte-
rior of the spa, offering travel-
lers	the	experience	of	affluence	
at le Château Laurier. With the 
1929 East Wing addition, the 
hotel looks as it does today.
 Le Château Laurier is a 
prime	 example	 of	 the	Château	
style that dominated the rail-
way hotels of the early twen-
tieth century. Distinguished by 
its smooth stonework and steep 
copper	roofline,	the	picturesque	
hotel captures the romance of 
travelling by train. Dramati-
cally placed in the heart of the 
city overlooking the Rideau ca-
nal and the Ottawa River, the 
hotel is a commanding pres-
ence in Confederation Square 
just as it was in 1912. Though 
the railway in no longer in use, 
le Château Laurier remains a 
landmark in Ottawa and a testa-
ment	 to	 the	 idea	of	 luxury	 rail	
travel connecting major cities 
across the country.
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November.  Many of the free-
doms we take for granted today 
were once hard won by those 
who have preceded us.  Young 
men and women, many no old-
er	than	most	first	year	students,	
died in pursuit of freedom, not 
for themselves but rather for the 
generations to follow.  While 
the “war to end all wars” failed 
to live up to its promise, it did 
give us an insight to the dev-
astating effects that can befall 
our world when the politics of 
diplomacy fail.  While greater 
efforts are placed on peaceful 
long lasting resolutions, men 
and women of all walks of life 
still place themselves between 
us and harm’s way, slowing 
the advance of an enemy until 
such time as diplomacy can win 
out and peace take hold.  It is a 
somber	experience	being	so	far	
away from friends and family 
standing in death’s shadow.  A 
helmet	 and	flak	 vest	may	 pro-
tect	 the	flesh,	but	 it	 is	humour	
(sometimes dark) that serves to 
protect the mind.
 Over the years I have 
enjoyed watching many differ-
ent	military	films	and	have	de-
veloped	an	affinity	for	the	mov-
ies that poke fun at military life.  
From basic training to living in 
the	field,	these	movies	are	easy	
to laugh at while respectively 
still tipping the hat to those that 
serve.  Perhaps the most popu-
lar well known military com-
edy is Stripes released in 1981.  

The movie follows a down and 
out cab driver slash photogra-
pher as he decides to join the 
US Army (and drags his best 
buddy along for the ride).  The 
move has an all-star cast with 
Bill Murray, Harold Ramis, 
John Candy, Judge Reinhold, 
John Larroquette, and more.  
The movie has any number of 
quotable quotes such as the rea-
son why Winger (Bill Murray) 
decides the military was the 
only answer:
Russell Ziskey: You could join 
a monastery. 
John Winger: Did you ever see 
a monk get wildly fucked by 
some teenage girls? 
Russell Ziskey: Never. 
John Winger: So much for the 
monastery.
Winger has a less than joyous 
relationship with his drill Ser-
geant	 as	 evident	 by	 this	 ex-
change	early	in	the	film:
 Sergeant Hulka: Soldier 
I’ve noticed that you’re always 
last.
 Winger: I’m pacing my-
self, Sergeant.
The movie is probably most 
famous for the graduation pa-
rade ceremony which, although 
unorthodox,	wins	the	platoon	a	
prestigious posting to Italy and 
assignment to the US military’s 
next	greatest	top	secret	weapon,	
a Winnebago.
 Speaking of secrets, 
Top Secret (1984) was a humor-
ous	 poke	 at	 WWII	 spy	 films.		
Starring a young Val Kilmer 
as a USA rock and roll star 
sent to Germany for a concert 
and	 subsequently	 finds	 him-
self wrapped up in the French 
resistance working alongside 
such members as Déjà Vu, Es-
cargot, and Chocolate Mousse.  
Clearly Chocolate Mousse was 
an engineer seeing that he drank 
gasoline straight up.  The mov-

ie	relies	on	a	mixture	of	humour	
from sight gags, situational hu-
mour, plays on words, and sim-
ply	 the	 unexpected.	 	 Such	 as	
the visit by Nick’s agent (Val 
Kilmer) while Nick was being 
held by the German police:
Martin: Nick, I’ve tried every-
thing: the embassy, the German 
government, the consulate. I 
even talked to the U.N. ambas-
sador. It’s no use, I just can’t 
bring my wife to orgasm. 
During a daring raid on the Ger-
man compound, Déjà Vu and 
the resistance leader dressed as 
a cow to sneak in.  Originally 
planning to be the head, the 
leader changes his mind and 
demands to wear the back half 
of the costume to which Déjà 
Vu replies; “Fine be an asshole 
then!”
 Keeping with WWII, 
some of the action, back on the 
home front, was twistedly cap-
tured	in	the	comedic	film	1941.		
Released in 1979 and starring 
such greats as John Candy, Dan 
Aykyroyd, and John Belushi 
amongst many others. It fol-
lowed a mismatched group of 
soldiers, airmen, and civilians 
as they prepare for the possible 
invasion of America by the en-
emy.  Now for a little side step 
and for my good friend Jeffery 
Tolton, a little now you know.  
Did you know that prior to the 
Second World War radios were 
extremely	 bulky	 and	 hard	 to	
move?  Well, as revealed by the 
movie, it was the need to get 
radios in and out of submarine 
hatches that pushed the Japa-
nese to develop smaller radios:
Japanese soldier: [trying to 
squeeze a large radio into 
the	 sub]	 We’ve	 got	 to	 figure	
out how to make these things 
smaller!
And now you know.
 As I mentioned earlier, 
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both men and women have 
served their countries with 
honour.  Originally in volun-
teer medical positions like Red 
Cross,	 women	 were	 officially	
part of the military in 1901 
with the creation of the nurs-
ing corps and began to serve in 
roles other than medical starting 
around 1970.  Which brings us 
to	 the	 next	movie	 named	 after	
its Heroine Private Benjamin 
(1980).  Starring the original 
ditzy blonde, Goldie Hawn, as 
Private Benjamin.  A rich pam-
pered debutante whose misfor-
tune with men causes her to run 
off and join the US Army, only 
to	 find	 that	 the	 brochures	 and	
recruiting	 officer	 were	 a	 little	
less than accurate.  
Judy Benjamin: I think they 
sent me to the wrong place. 
Capt. Doreen Lewis: Uh-huh. 
Judy Benjamin: See, I did join 
the army, but I joined a *dif-
ferent* army. I joined the one 
with the condos and the private 
rooms.
Although	unorthodoxy,	Private	
Benjamin does manage to lead 
her	team	to	victory	in	the	final	
graduation combat games and 
even gets a little revenge on her 
sadistic Drill Sergeant in what 
can only be described as an epic 
purpling (or rather bluing) inci-
dent.
 Today, just about every 
facet of military life and oc-
cupations	 are	 filled	 by	 men	
and women, including service 
aboard submarines. Given the 
cramped nature of some of the 
old diesel subs, it takes a spe-
cial kind of crew to function 
together (or is that the crew 
has to be special)?  Down Peri-
scope (1996) starring Kelsey 
Grammer, and a very short 
(pun intended) appearance by 
Rob Schneider, consists of a 
mismatched crew, an aging and 
ancient diesel sub, and a wa-
ger that has Lt Cmdr. Dodge’s  
(Kelsey Grammer) career  on 
the line.  Lt. Cmdr. Dodge must 
get his less than seaworthy 
boat, and even less than sea-
worthy crew, to Norfolk unde-
tected and sink a derelict ship 
to win a promotion and keep his 
career	 as	 a	 naval	 officer.	 	The	
cast is full of characters every 
engineer student can love from: 
the quirky radio tech that speaks 
to whales:
“Sonar” Lovacelli: Approach-
ing the bottom, sir. I can hear a 
couple of lobsters dukin’ it out.
The ships electrician that uses 
himself to bridge circuits:
 Seaman Nitro ‘Mike’: 
Radio’s workin’ like a Swiss... 
car.
to the crusty old chief engineer, 

possibly the only thing older 
than the boat itself. 
From the leadership of motivat-
ing people to the engineering 
adaptability of survival against 
a superior force, the movie 
plays around and highlights 
the	 effects	 of	 the	 unorthodox.	
As a side note, if you are ever 
in the San Francisco area, the 
submarine from the movie is 
now	 a	 floating	museum	 piece,	
of which I’ve had the pleasure 
of visiting.
	 Next,	not	all	people	who	
have served wore a uniform. 
Many civilians have contributed 
to their countries through many 
different ways, from working in 
embassies to working stateside. 
Renaissance man (1994) star-
ring Danny DeVito as a down 
and	 out	 advertising	 executive,	
Mr. Bill Rago, who takes the 
only	 job	 he	 can	 find,	 teaching	
English at the US Army train-
ing facility Fort Bragg.  Again 
some big names and perhaps 
familiar	faces	fill	this	film,	such	
as Gregory Hines, Stacey Dash 
(Clueless), and Mark Wahlberg 
among others.  What is notable 
about	the	film	is	its	approach	to	
portraying the simple soldier. 
Differing in their views of sol-
diers, Mr. Rago and Drill Ser-
geant	 Cass	 find	 themselves	 at	
odds with each other. Sergeant 
Cass	 expects	 them	 to	 simply	
obey orders , carry a weapon 
and	 live,	 breath,	 and	fight	 like	
US soldiers while holding lit-
tle tolerance for any deviation, 
leaving Mr. Rago to remark:
 Mr. Rago: Talk about 
anal retentive, you must have 
been potty trained at gun point.
Mr. Rago decides to turn this 
ragtag bunch of kids around 
by teaching them Shakespeare. 
Eventually culminating in a 
powerful rendition of Henry the 
V soliloquy on Saint Crispins’ 
day, that even garners a new 
found respect and understand-
ing of soldiers by a career sol-
dier Sergeant Cass.  
Pvt. Donnie Benitez: We few, 
we happy few, we band of 
brothers; For he to-day that 
sheds his blood with me Shall 
be my brother. [Looking back 
at the rest of the platoon] 
Pvt. Donnie Benitez: And gen-
tlemen in England now a-bed 
Shall think themselves accurs-
ed they were not here, And hold 
their manhoods cheap whiles 
any speaks who fought with us 
upon Saint Crispin’s day”. That 
enough Drill Sergeant? 
Sergeant Cass: [Quietly] Yes, 
Benitez. Good.
Mr. Rago also imparts another 
important lesson, also from the 
great bard, “All I know is, the 

choices we make dictate the life 
we lead. “To thine own self be 
true.””
 As has been the pattern 
of late, I will leave you with a 
movie of a more serious note 
on the current subject.  Now 
I could choose another Robin 
Williams	film	and	mention	 the	
humour that covered a deep-
er, more serious topic, in the 
movie Good Morning Vietnam, 
but instead I’ll bring to light a 
movie based on actually events.  
Released in 1968, (yes a movie 
even older than I) The Devil’s 
Brigade was a retelling of a 
special	 forces	outfit	 comprised	
of Americans and Canadians 
that did just about the impossi-
ble. It is a point of pride that we 
sent some of our best while the 
US contributed, well let’s just 
say: less than stellar soldiers.  
As	 expected,	 the	 relationship	
between the two groups got off 
to a rocky start:
Cpl. Wilfrid Peacock: [address-
ing the Canadians] There will 
be no more insulting or deroga-
tory remarks about the Yanks. 
Pvt. Hugh MacDonald: Oh, 
would ordinary insults be ac-
ceptable, sir? 
Perhaps the best scene, in my 
mind, is the introduction to the 
hand-to-hand combat instruc-
tor.  Carefully choosing his tar-
get (Rockman), he intentionally 
bumps and jars Rockman while 
he tries to eat, eventually mak-
ing a direct insult about him. 
After Rockman charges him, he 
deftly uses hand-to-hand com-
bat to toss him about like a rag 
doll.
Sgt. Pat O’Neill: It’s true you 
are a great powerful beast, but 
you’ll note how his own size 
and weight can be used against 
him. [Canadians applaud] 
Sgt. Pat O’Neill: Name: Ser-
geant Patrick O’Neill, Position: 
Hand-to-Hand Combat Instruc-
tor.
Things looked hopeless as the 
group	continued	to	fight	among	
themselves, that is until both 
groups found a common enemy 
at the local drinking establish-
ment, civilian rednecks.  After 
a long bar brawl, during which 
the Canadians donned the uni-
form jackets of their American 
compatriots so as not to tarnish 
the Canadian uniform, they are 
dragged back to the base and 
in front of the commanding 
officer.	 	 After	 berating	 them	
and sending them off to their 
bunks he turns to his second in 
command and remarks, “they 
are	 finally	 working	 together.”		
Among the list of stars look for 
a young James Doohan (Scotty 
from Star Trek). 
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Statistically Speaking
A Sports Reporter’s Ordeal

Baseball: we’ve got a stat for 
that. Never in my years of look-
ing at the sports page have I 
been as confused as when I look 
at the baseball stats. If you are 
mathematically inclined, base-
ball is the sport for you. They 
have a stat for EVERYTHING. 
Baseball is all about calculating 
ratios of pitches, walks, hits, 
sunflower	 seeds	 spat	 and	 even	
how pretty a pitch looks. Who 
said sports was just for jocks? 
Baseball is quite possibly the 
nerdiest sport there is. But just 
wait, with the surging popular-
ity of Corsi, hockey might soon 
have stats for the amount of spit 
on	the	bench	in	relation	to	fights	
in a game.... just wait. 

So to illustrate my point I have 
taken some baseball stats and 
compared them to what they are 
in real life to what they are in 
baseball. 

K: How you respond quickly to 
a	text.	
In baseball: strikeout. Please 
explain	to	me	how	you	get	“K”	

from the word strikeout. Sure, 
the letter “K” is in the word 
“strikeout,” but it’s in the mid-
dle of the damn word. 

K/9: An abbreviation for a dog. 
In Baseball: Strikeouts per nine 
innings. 

pNERD: 
In Baseball: How aesthetically 
pleasing a pitch looks. There 
is even a mathematical formu-
la used to calculate this. Yes, 
baseball has devised a way to 
calculate if something is attrac-
tive using math. Of course it is 
too pedestrian to simply look at 
it and say “Hot damn! That’s a 
nice pitch.” There needs to be a 
complex	formula	with	-	get	this	
- the term LUCK as part of the 
equation. My journalistic brain 
cannot deal with all this math, I 
quit that four years ago. 

WHIP: Used for naughty things.
In Baseball: Walks and Hits per 
Inning Pitched. 

PFR: A sound made out of dis-
belief or discontent. 
In	Baseball:	Power	finesse	Ra-
tio: sum of strike outs and walks 
divided by innings pitched. So 

what do they do with all these 
percentages? Really, how can 
all of this possibly be useful? 

VORP: A strange sound.
In Baseball:  Value Over Re-
placement Player (or are you 
actually any better than that 
other guy who we can pay for 
cheaper). This is the mega burn 
of baseball stats. Considering 
the high turnover rate in base-
ball I have a feeling they use 
this one a lot. Keeping up with 
a baseball roster is akin to try-
ing to remember names while 
drunk, pointless and you’ll 
probably never see them again 
anyways. 

Pythagorean	 Expectations:	
How	 I	 expect	 my	 triangles	 to	
look; they better be 90 degrees 
- or else.
In Baseball: How many games 
a team should have won con-
sidering how many runs they 
score and how many they allow. 
Formula similar to Pythagore-
an theorem. Still though, what 
does baseball have to do with 
triangles? It’s called a baseball 
diamond not a baseball triangle. 
Get it right. 

WE ARE NOT 
THE WAY YOU 
THINK WE ARE 

It’s 2:30 in the morning and I 
just made it back from an al-
bum release party at Mavericks 
on Rideau Street. If you know 
me well, you already know 
who I’m going to talk about. If 
you’re not spending every wak-
ing minute with me (like my 
family	and	Alex	Whitlock)	then	
you should take a deep breath 
and get psyched for what I think 
is one of the greatest bands to 
have come out of this weird, 
dingy but often surprising city 
of Ottawa. I’m talking about the 
four piece Live 88.5 Big Money 
Shot 2014 winners, The Card-
board Crowns. Tonight, I was 
incredibly fortunate to catch 
them for the fourth time, even 
if	it	was	for	only	the	final	three	
songs of their set-list for the 
night. 
But what a great band this is. 
If you have ever enjoyed The 
Planet Smashers, Less than 
Jake, Green Day, 80’s rock bal-
lads or homegrown folk music, 
then	 you	 can	 find	 enjoyment	

out of the charismatic and ful-
filling	album	Global	Citizen	by	
the Crowns. Their debut album 
dropped on the 18th of October 
and I continue to sit here listen-
ing to fan favourites, old and 
new. Since winning the radio 
station’s famous ‘battle of the 
bands’ one year ago, the crowns 
have been working tirelessly to 
write, record and sell this album 
while trying to save the world 
through monetary donations to 
charities such as Doctors with-
out Borders. 
As you listen through their al-
bum, and EP titled Long Live 
the Kings, you’ll realise that 
they don’t only sound fantas-
tic, but that they have a certain 
magic to their music. Especially 
when blasting it down the 417 
at 125 clicks an hour, you’ll get 
chills when blasting the infa-
mous tune Hats Off at full blast 
with the wind in your face. Or 
when you’re mowing the lawn 
and your neighbors can hear 
you singing that oh-so-catchy 
hook from their title track Glob-
al Citizen. And they say you 
sound half-decent for once…
The Crowns have also seri-
ously invested into developing 
a culture that they can celebrate 
with their fans, encouraging 
the adornment of your own, 
homemade cardboard crowns 
in whatever shape and size you 

like. To go with your 15 minutes 
of work, you’ll often save a few 
bucks off the cost of cover for 
the night. And The Crowns nev-
er play without a great opening 
or follow-up act that will keep 
you entertained for a few hours 
(with beer consumption at a 
healthy rate), when you should 
be studying “DIE”-namics or 
fluid	mechanics.	
Over	the	past	six	months	I	have	
listened to their EP an incred-
ible number of times, and I 
won’t be stopping any time soon 
with this new release (it’s 3 am 
as I’m writing this and it’s so 
damn good). If you like music 
that makes you feel something 
deeper than the surface, give 
this band a try. Not only is it a 
great collection of good, whole-
some ska/punk rock/reggae 
music, this band is so humble 
and entertaining at their shows. 
You’ll never catch them without 
a smile on their face, and the 
same will go for you when you 
throw down their new album 
onto that iPod of yours. 
Long Live the Kings – Tokyo, 
Mystery Skunk, Googs and Rat 
King

You can listen to and purchase 
their tunes at thecardboard-
crowns.bandcamp.com

Jake ‘TreeHugger’ Lipohar
- ACSE III - 

Caitlin Hart 
- JOUR III - 

CARLETON STUDENT ENGINEERING SOCIETY

CARLETON

COMPETITION

CHECK OUT THE CSES FACEBOOK PAGE FOR MORE DETAILS

ENGINEERING



It pains me to know that none of you have seen the dinosaurs christmas special

Donald Duck Sex toys, however, are imported with glee 9

Columns

Miriam “Vulvasaurus” White 
- LIT IV - 

THE OUTLAWS
Vulvasaurus On Meeting The Parents

 When you are dating an-
yone (engineer or not) you are 
bound to eventually meet the 
parents or as I like to call them 
“the outlaws”. For some, if you 
live close enough will get this 
nerve-racking affair out of the 
way within a matter of weeks 
or a short month or two. If this 
is the case, consider yourself 
lucky.	You	get	to	find	out	what	
you are up against, and know if 
you	are	going	to	be	the	signifi-
cant other that the parents love 
or hate. You get the important 
information right off the bat!  
 Some of us, however, 
have to wait months! Even 
years! Although this seems des-
perately unfair, because you 
have all this time to worry about 
it and dread the moment when 
your “outlaws” decide they hate 
you.  There is an advantage to 
this, although it drags out the 
agony of waiting to meet them, 
you	have	almost	definitely	pic-
tured	 every	 horrific	 possible	
outcome including you being 
tied on to a rocket and blasted 
into smithereens, OR being 
hated	 so	 vehemently	 on	 first	
introduction, that instead of 
bringing you home for the rest 
of your stay they drive you to a 

distant	field	and	leave	you	there	
to	 find	 your	 own	 way	 home	
through bear country with no 
cell	service	or	wifi.	The	benefit	
of these fears are numerous: for 
one, you will be very well pre-
pared (you’ll have your com-
pass and swiss army knife all in 
your pocket, on the off chance 
you have to get home survivor 
style), secondly your interac-
tions with the “outlaws” no 
matter how poorly or pleasantly 
they go, won’t compare to the 
horror stories you’ve imagined 
up and will have gone swim-
mingly in comparison.  
 Now if you are meeting 
the parents of your engineering 
student love, I have a few little 
extra	 thoughts.	 Some	 talking	
points	and	some	benefits	to	tak-
ing the plunge and meeting the 
parents: 

Suggested talking points: 

1) Talk all about their en-
gineering and about how they 
spend much of their time on en-
gineering.  Engineering is a big 
time commitment and parents 
know it. And sometimes engi-
neering students forget to talk 
about engineering enough and 

suddenly they seem to never 
study (and lets be real, if you 
are passing you are spending a 
decent amount of time study-
ing). 

2) Talk about how you 
don’t take up much of their 
time. If you are grossly in love, 
you may seem to only have sto-
ries about things you’ve done 
together, but if you are both 
passing school and/or involved 

Say What?!   Donald Duck Banned in Finland

Sarah Ladhani
- ACSE IV - 

 Take a break from stud-
ying and absorb some totally 
random, utterly useless fact! 
Here we go!
Did you know...  Donald Duck 
cartoons are banned in Finland 
due to improper dress code. 
 Actually, that’s a lie... 
And that’s a fact! Confused yet? 
Good! (..so am I)
 Ok, let’s backtrack a lit-
tle. This lovable, pessimistic 
duck was created by Walt Dis-
ney	in	1934.	He	first	appeared	in	
the sketch The Wise Little Hen, 

which was a part of a series of 
shorts (not the kind you wear) 
by Disney. This squawking, 
feathered character was voiced 
by Clarence Nash and animated 
by Dick Lundy. If you’ve seen 
the cartoons, it’s easy to tell that 
Donald Duck had a very short 
temper	 and	 thus	 a	 habit	 of	 ex-
ploding into rage at the slightest 
sign of frustration. Patience was 
definitely	not	his	finest	virtue.			
He gained company in the late 
1930s with the creation of sweet 
Daisy Duck and the mischie-
vous trio: Huey, Dewey, and 
Louie. He played many roles 
including one in Der Fuehrer’s 
Face (hmm... I wonder what 
that one was about) which won 
a	1942	Academy	Award.	 	Next	
to Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck 
was one of Walt’s favorite char-

acters. 
 Now, as for the ward-
robe.. Donald wore a sailor cap 
and sailor’s shirt/blouse (yes, 
men can wear blouses... or rath-
er, ducks for that matter too). 
No pants.
 So what’s with this talk 
of banning him for not wearing 
pants?	Lemme	explain.
 The cartoons were be-
lieved to be banned in 1977 by 
local politicians in Helsinki. 
This made world news. The al-
leged reason: he doesn’t wear 
pants.
 Now, that’s not the 
whole story. Actually it’s not 
the story at all but rather just a 
cover-up. You see, these local 
politicians were all newbies and 
they had to vote on approving 
a list of books, newspapers and 

in	anything	extra,	you	will	know	
that the time you spend together 
is date night in the cafeteria in 
between classes or meetings, 
finding	 20	 minutes	 to	 watch	 a	
tv show or just talk about life.  
They probably already know 
this, but it doesn’t hurt to men-
tion in passing (very subtly) that 
you do not take up their ever-
waking moment, ergo they will 
not fail on your account!

also engineers you will be able 
to tease the lovely engineer 
you are dating. They will have 
amazing stories about how your 
boo has broken things or has 
tried to build contraptions or 
will also love teasing your boo 
about all their wonderful engi-
neer quirks!

2) You will suddenly un-
derstand their quirks and what 
they were like as a kid, how they 
were born an engineer. Parents 
are a deep wealth of informa-
tion.	An	inexhaustible	resource.	

3) You may also get some 
amazing baby photo amo!

The most important thing to re-
member is, if you are polite (you 
know, basic human decency)  
and they can tell you make their 
offspring happy (and aren’t ob-
viously ruining their life), they 
will treat you with the utmost 
civility and they will probably 
even like you! Parents certainly 
seem terrifying (they have the 
almighty power to disapprove!) 
but most parents just want us 
to be happy and succeed, and 
if you are not threatening their 
child’s happiness or likelihood 
to succeed you will likely make 
it into the good-books.  

“A life lived in love will never 
be dull.” - Leo Buscaglia 

And to conclude here is your 
literature pick-up line for today:

If I was a seeker, you would be 
my snitch.

3) Things that aren’t engi-
neering! If their parents are not 
engineers, you might have more 
success building positive rap-
port if you talk about things you 
know.  Finding common inter-
ests	 is	much	 less	 difficult	 than	
you picture it! 
4) Be yourself. 

Benefits	of	meeting	the	parents:

1) If the “outlaws”  aren’t 

magazines for youth centres. 
Thus rose the debate of Donald 
Duck cartoons and American 
culture in general. Through in-
tense discussion, it was decided 
that spending money on these 
cartoons was probably not a 
great idea. So, the cartoons were 
cut from the list. 
 As a joke, the politicians 
started to have a little fun with 
the matter. They played on the 
matter of Donald Duck present-
ing twisted images of a society 
in which there were no conven-
tional families and well.. he 
didn’t wear pants. They weren’t 
exactly	 looking	 to	 encourage	
the youth to follow that particu-
lar dress code. 
 Apparently, someone on 
the board took this way too seri-
ously and the story was leaked 

to the media. Voila! Everyone 
thinks Finland banned Don-
ald Duck cartoons because he 
didn’t wear pants. Though, I 
don’t know of any ducks that 
DO wear pants...  
 The cartoons were never 
banned. The government just 
wasn’t supplying the public 
with the stories of this popular, 
amusingly pessimistic duck an-

ymore due to budget cuts. Con-
trary to the world-wide rumors 
this caused, Finland happens to 
be a major supporter of Disney 
films	and	shows.	
Now you know!! 
Additional head-scratching fact: 
 A pig’s orgasm lasts 30 
minutes.  (..good luck forgetting 
that one !)

Dammit, Finland. 
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The Top 3 
Ways To Give 
Terrible Gifts

Alright ladies and gents, it’s that time of year again! Yep, it’s the 
holiday season of 2k14, and with every holiday season there is 
some sort of planning for gifts involved. Let’s get serious though, 
so	many	of	us	are	extremely	terrible	at	planning	our	daily	lives,	
how	do	people	expect	us	to	get	them	something	amazing	as	a	pre-
sent? So instead of giving you tips on how to plan your great sea-
son better, I’m going to offer some advice on how to get away with 
gifting your aunt a pair of slippers for the third year in a row. With 
these 3 helpful tips in mind, I wish you all a safe and joyous holi-
day	season.	And	please	don’t	harm	anyone	at	Boxing	Day	sales,	
just order everything online, it’s way safer.

SOB STORY
So you left your shopping to the last minute and now 
your best-friend is going to be getting a pack of Skittles 
and a $20-bill from you, but it’s not your fault; your 
uncle	fell	down	a	flight	of	stairs	and	he	was	rushed	to	
the emergency room for his bruising. Since you’re the 
closest family member, you were required to give up-
dates on his status throughout the week. This is only an 
example,	anything	will	work	as	long	as	it	requires	you	
to have been involved for a long period of time. If you 
can fake cry on the spot, that would be an added bonus 
to the realism of your story. Don’t try this one with your 
parents though, since I’m sure they know when you’re 
lying by now.

EXTREME WRAPPING
No,	this	isn’t	what	you’re	thinking,	unless	the	first	thing	
that came to mind was creating a soccer ball sized pack-
age using only copies of the Charlatan. Patience and a 
ton	of	tape	are	required	for	this	excuse,	but	hey,	at	least	
it	doesn’t	require	you	to	basically	exile	yourself	from	
social media for a week. The instructions are relatively 
easy to follow, especially since all you do is wrap your 
humiliating gift and tape down the edges of your paper 
until it reaches a mass that has a noticeable gravitational 
field.	Once	your	chosen	victim	gets	to	the	centre,	they’ll	
be so relieved to be at the end of their magical journey 
that they will completely ignore how terrible your gift 
is, leaving you as free as a bird.

A Musical Number 
Now I know I said were all terrible when it came down 
to planning things in advance, but let’s be truthful, it’s 
way easier (and way more entertaining) to create a mu-
sical	score,	along	with	dance	moves,	for	your	horrific	
gift.	 For	 example,	 you	 could	 change	 the	 lyrics	 for	 “I	
Wanna Rock” to “I Give Ya Socks!” Pair that with some 
awesome air guitar, and there’s no way your brother 
could stay mad at you, in fact he’d probably start danc-
ing along with you. The amount of planning for this 
step is much more than the other two, but the only skill 
you need is the ability to change words in a song to 
something that rhymes.
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FROM FROSH 
FLU TO FLU 

SEASON
By “Patient 0”, BMED MECH III

Stay hydrated- do any of you non-Biomeds ever think 
about	how	your	body	works?	Toxins	are	flushed	out	of	
your body via your bladder (ideally). Drinking lots of wa-
ter	is	a	sure	way	to	speed	up	this	process!	Less	toxins	=	
less sick.

Only drink from clean vesicles- this goes for cups, wa-
ter bottles, beer bottles… if you are currently battling a 
bug of some sort, you will be leaving your germs on your 
cups. Drink from it again later and you are reintroducing 
this to your body… The onset of sickness is maybe a vi-
able reason to kill the environment just a little and drink 
from disposable water bottles so as to avoid this situation 
on the go. As for being at parties and whatnot, PROTIP: 
red solo cups carry mono [albeit only for a short amount 
of time] so be mindful!

Eat your vegetables- or at least take your multivitamins. 

Wash your hands- please just do it. Not only will you be 
less likely to contract other peoples’ things but you are 
also less likely to spread yours.

Sleep regular hours- I may not yet be Dr. Ng, BEng PEng 
MEng MD yet but I do know your body works on a daily 
cycle. Sleeping regular hours sets this cycle and honestly, 
I can say I have felt the difference it makes. 

Wash your sheets/pajamas- same deal as the cup thing; 
you spend hours in these daily!

Try to stay active- This doesn’t mean you have to take 
up power lifting, I just mean you should promote blood 
flow…	try	thinking	about	how	toxin	travel	around	your	
body- it’s complicated but it’s a fact that raising your 
heart rate once in a while does help!

Know when you need help- Despite my mother “loving-
ly” calling me a hypochondriac for the majority of my 
childhood, I have unfortunately found out the hard way 
that some things do not get better on their own and some-
times it not “just a cold”. Sometimes it really is best to see 
a doctor, and it too easy with the clinic on campus!

Stay positive- I saved this for last because it’s so impor-
tant. By this one I am referring to maintaining your men-
tal health. Ever had a head ache that mysteriously disap-
peared after you handed in that formal lab? Yeah. When 
things get tough it’s easy to think it’s best to put off deal-
ing with what’s going on in your head. Just remember 
that ‘healthy’ isn’t just a physical quality!

1

It’s an unfortunate truth that universities are only a slight step up 
from the infectious cest pool of a kindergarten class. Every time 
we	step	onto	campus	we	are	exposed	to	countless	strains	of	flu	and	
infections. Go to a party and start swappin’ spit (on cups of course) 
and	things	can	go	downhill	pretty	quick.	Add	to	this	mix	extended	
hours in the library and a lack of sleep and you’re pretty much 
guaranteed at least a couple bouts of sickness! The following is 
a large collection of the many bits of advice I’ve heard over my 
first	 two	years	of	university	during	which	I	managed	to	contract	
enough disease to cycle through about 10 rounds of antibiotics on 
top	of	the	usual	joys	of	first	year	mono….
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 I have grown up with a great love and appreciation for the 
Greek myths. Not only where these myths fantastical and, let’s ad-
mit,	slightly	ridiculous	but	they	explained	the	world	around	them	
in the most convoluted and impossible ways. So, after two and a 
bit	years	of	engineering	I	have	decided	to	explain	how	the	myths	
really work. I am going to focus on the different techniques used 
in	the	myths	to	fly,	for	a	culture	that	didn’t	have	any	form	of	aerial	
transportation it occurs a lot in the stories. 
 After months (minutes) of research I have concluded that 
the	wings	designed	by	Deadelus	to	fly	him	and	his	son	across	the	
sea were the result of cutting edge propulsion and anti-gravity 
technology that has since been lost to the world. The only other 
possibility is that the wings were actually gliders and the meaning 
was lost in translation (which was clearly done by an art major, 
who else would think wings attached to your arms would work). 
As for the wings on Hermes shoes that allow him to pass along 
the messages of the gods I have three words for you....center of 
gravity. The wings were clearly meant to be part of his belt, having 
wings on your shoes is ridiculous. As for the technology lets just 
chalk it up to magic the gods had tons to spare. 
 As for Pegasus, the horse with wings, he’s real. If you 
haven’t seen one by now obviously you have been studying too 
much. After all with a large enough wingspan and other subtle mu-
tations it is possible.  

Kailey “Sustainable Erection” De Silva
- ACSE III - 
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Have you ever wanted to knit a project for someone, but you have no idea 
how big their head is?  Since I know most people in engineering don’t knit 
I’m sure this isn’t really a problem anyways. However, it is something 
that has happened to me a couple of times, which lead to me just sort of 
guessing how many stiches to cast on and hoping for the best. The way 
that I was taught to knit hats, and the way most patterns are designed is 
like building a house, starting from the bottom. But there are other ways 
to do it. You can start from the top of the hat, giving you the ability to size 
your hat as you go along. 

Next Month on CWC: Stylish Tinfoil Underpants
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DEATH FROM 
ABOVE 1979

If you don’t have me on Face-
book (probably a good thing) 
then I’ll give you a quick recap 
of my very fortunate endeavors. 
After a long train ride and many 
burritos, I found myself in the 
presence of two of the hardest 
rocking, show-stopping, kick 
ass musicians on this side of the 
49th parallel. 
Death from Above 1979 is a 
punk/alt-rock band from To-
ronto that features Jesse Keeler 
on lead Bass (and synth) and 
Sebastian Grainger on vocals 
and drums. Wait, what? The 
drummer sings? Where’s the 
guitar?? This band is one of 
the most unique line-ups I’ve 
ever	 heard	 of,	 and	 definitely	
one of the greatest rock bands 
I have ever fallen in love with. 
Despite being okay on the ears 
when	 listening	 to	 their	first	al-
bum through my shitty Molson 
Canadian headphones, my love 

was passionate and instantane-
ous when they took the stage. 
The	 first	 notes	 of	 their	 iconic	
Turn it Out had my partner in 
crime Rhys Stewart and I head 
banging hard and singing at the 
top of our lungs as the room 
sweltered with the stench of 
men in their early 20’s and the 
occasional girl that ventured in-
side.
Death From Above then tra-
versed into their newer material 
with the old favourites through-
out. As for their September 
2014 release, The Physical 
World, DFA’79 has seriously 
proven that they have not lost 
the magic that they demonstrat-
ed ten years ago on their only 
other studio release. Now, you 
may be biased since you have 
most likely listened to You’re 
a Woman, I’m a Machine since 
you were 15 and you may think 
that the new album is medio-
cre or repetitive. I however am 
amazingly captivated by their 
sound, their music, their raw 
energy and upbeat tunes. Death 
From Above 1979 has proven 
to me that they are a creative 
and cultural force that cannot 
be stopped. I seriously cannot 
stop listening to or praising this 
band, even though it took me a 

very long time and a live show 
to sell me on their sound.
Finishing the show with the 
classics Romantic Rights and 
Blood on our Hands, the crowd 
was going absolutely nuts for 
this band. The moshing was 
non-stop as they pushed me 
against the front railing, with 
everyone belting out their fa-
vourite lyrics at the top of their 
lungs. When the last note of the 
final	encore	was	left	reverberat-
ing through the speakers, Seb 
jumped up and threw over his 
drum kit to the sound of cheer-
ing and an absolutely stunned 
crowd. After seeing them for 
the fourth time, Rhys quoted 
this as “the greatest show I’ve 
ever seen” and I was so fortu-
nate to be a part of this event.
Death From Above 1979 has 
quickly gained my appreciation 
and love for their music and live 
shows. Travelling to Toronto 
to see them was an incredibly 
worthwhile	 experience,	 and	 I	
encourage you to give their new 
album (and their old) a listen if 
you haven’t already. DFA may 
have been on hiatus for a dec-
ade, but they aren’t even close 
to	being	finished	yet.

Jake ‘TreeHugger’ Lipohar
- ACSE III - 

TOP DOWN
This Month on Crafts with Crowston: 

How to Knit a Top-Down Hat Zoe Crowston 
- ACSE III - 

Things You Will need

Yarn scissors

Before you start, you need to know how to make an invisible increase. 
This involves knitting in the stich bellow and not sliding the stich you 
would normally knit into, because you’re about to knit into that one. Bam! 
– You have one more stich then you did before. You can also do a yarn-
over, which means wrapping your yarn once around your needle.

Now, cast on 6 on to your double pointed needles. Make sure not to twist; 
this part is kind of hard, what with having to hold all the needles at once. 

How to do the increases 
for your hat can best be 
described	with	a	flow	cart.	
You’ll just keep increasing 
until you have the size you 
want.  When I’m knitting, 
around 100 stiches is the 
right size for me. 

After that, you just knit for the rest of the rows until your hat is the right 
length for you. Then do a loose bid-off.  With the plastic needles, sew in 
the	extra	yarn.	

double PoinTed

KniTTing needles

circle

KniTTing needles

PlasTic

KniTTing needles

Have an academic concern?
Or a course complaint?

concerns@cses.carleton.ca

Let CSES know so we 
can do something 

about it!
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This may be the best column ever

The Reasons I...
“Qubit”

- AERO -
“Screech”
- CIVE -

“AIA”
- CIVE -

Overtime pay, meals allowance, hotel allowance, gas 
money, company car. Yeah, let's turn that starting 
salary into some real money. When shit really hits the 
fan, and you pull a 120 hour week, that glorious hint 
of gold in the sunrise reminds you of that next pay 
cheque.

Sometimes when everyone leaves early, the managers 
let you play with the machines, if you were nice to 
them that week.

Swearing is standard practice, and there is no such 
thing as political correctness

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Really fucking bad ass machines on site

Soon you make more than everyone else on site... or so 
they tell me

You get to tell someone with 30 years' experience to 
quit being a fucktard and follow the 
Blueprints

Because it's sooo much easier to tell an engineer 
they fucked up and suggest solutions than actually 
calculate solutions after you fucked up

Oktoberfest is team bonding

The boss wants to go out for beers when he's in town

The projects you build will outlive you.  They are 
your legacy.

You can literally say you're keeping the lights on. As 
those lights are on thanks to solar, I'll idle my truck as 
much as I damn well please. 

You're not going to find a design job anyways so you 
may as well work construction

-------------------------------------

Working in the field we've noticed a lot of things about our jobs, ourselves, 
and our motivations. There’s a reason for everything, some days it’s the reason 
you want to drop everything, tell your boss to fuck themselves, and go to 
the bar that you remember. Some days it’s the reason you showed up in the 
morning and the reason behind that big adrenaline filled push to end the 
day that you remember. Well we tend to remember the reasons we do want 
to work construction, and the reasons we don’t want to work construction.

_____________________

“Bubbilicious”
- CIVE -

I can count the days I've had off on one hand. Thumbs not 
included.

No overtime pay for EITs. Yeah, bet they don't tell you that 
in school. They also don't tell you about 4 day, 84 hour work 
weeks being the easy ones.

The fucking night shift. No one should see this many same 
day sunrises and sunsets.

Everyone is trying to fuck everyone else over, and the real 
reason for any decision is money.

Watching idiots doing idiot things gets old after a while. 
Like why doesn't he move his truck near the trailer to speed 
up the unloading, and this idiot's the foreman. Explains 
everything.

The labourers want to go out... to brothels

Don't worry about him the cocaine makes him work better. 
"But this is a clean site" ... Do you want it done or not?

The safety department's motto is "not my job"

Labour laws are only a suggestion

The projects you work on will almost kill you.  And you 
probably can't stand looking at them after they're completed.   

If I ever see Shotcrete again after this project ends it'll be 
too soon. 

When those really cool machines and heave cranes break 
down it takes 3 attempts and 2 weeks to finally get the right 
pump from Germany.

You spent about 100 years idling in your truck waiting for 
behind schedule contractors.

When your job is taking pictures of puddles and naming 
them descriptively.

You now consider sleeping in for an hour on Sunday as 
getting a weekend.

Do WanT
To WoRk ConsTRuCTIon

Don'T WanT 
To WoRk ConsTRuCTIon___ ______By: Screech , Bubbilicious and Qubit ___By: AIA
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Different Month, Different Goals. 

WHAT IS CSES ?

THE CArlETon STudEnT EngInEErIng SoCIETy HAS 
bEEn SErvIng THE STudEnTS of CArlETon EngI-
nEErIng for morE THAn 35 yEArS.

ITS goAl IS To ProvIdE ITS mEmbErS WITH ACAdEm-
IC, ProfESSIonAl, And SoCIAl rESourCES To HElP 
THEm mAkE THE moST of THEIr four (or morE) 
yEArS AT CArlETon. If you’rE An undErgrAduATE 
STudEnT EnrollEd In A STrEAm of EngInEErIng, 
you’rE A mEmbEr of CSES.

WAnT To gET InvolvEd? 

juST TAlk To AnyonE InvolvEd In CSES, or fIrE off A mESSAgE! EvEryTHIng from dIrECTorSHIPS, To EvEnT PlAnnIng, 
volunTEErIng AT lEo’S loungE, or juST SHoWIng uP To EvEnTS. IT All PlAyS An ImPorTAnT rolE In mAkIng EngInEErIng 
your fAmIly AWAy from HomE, And EvEn morE ImPorTAnT THAn fAmIly: EvEryTHIng CounTS for flIgHTSuIT STAmPS. 

Hey again, I hope midterms treated everyone 
well or at least moderately well. I am proud to an-
nounce that CSES hosted its first meeting of the 
members for this year not long ago and it was very 
successful! It was great to see the over 100 mem-
bers present and hope to see even more at our 
next meeting! As the term go on I am working on 
making “The EngHub” a reality. Currently council is 
working on layout plans for our new office and the 
new student group offices. We will be looking for 
your feedback once these are done!

“

Exciting things are happening with CSES’s corpo-
rate credibility and finances (well, exciting if you’re 
a huge loser like me). CSES filed it’s second quarter 
of real taxes! We’re on our way to having complete 
and audited financial records, which will open up 
lots of opportunities in the future. Student Group 
Funding applications closed Oct 24th and over the 
first week of November we’ll be dishing out the 
dosh accordingly!

“

Now that midterms are *mostly* over I hope eve-
ryone has found time to relax and enjoyed their 
reading week!  If you’re interested in getting in-
volved write for this newspaper!  Or show us your 
design talents by submitting YOUR EngSwag de-
signs!  Both can be submitted to:  publications@
cses.carleton.ca

“

C-Eng, what a ride it has been so far. Two confer-
ences back to back right after frosh week, and 
the year has only started! In the coming month, I 
hope to hype up Carleton’s Movember team and 
to encourage tons of donations through a couple 
events, mainly the C-ENG COFFEE HOUSE at the 
end of November! It’s going to be such an awe-
some night. Also, I’ll be leaving for NCWiE in No-
vember with three other delegates and I can’t 
wait! Keep in touch guys, and sign up for FYiC and 
Congress!

“

President
Nicholas Dumoulin

vP SErvICES

Alex Whitlock

November is always a crazy month - look out 
for awesome events such as 2 more trivia 
nights in Ollie’s (Nov. 4th and 18th), where all 
admission proceeds will be going to CSES’ Mo-
vember campaign; a Sprott vs. C-Eng hockey 
tournament; WHIRLWIND (Nov. 14th), the an-
nual C-Eng semi-formal (AKA the best party 
night of the year), and a 24-hour Charity LAN 
(November 22nd-23rd)! All of these events 
count as a stamp in your passport, so come 
out, get involved, and have a good time!

“

Hey C-Eng! First things first; good luck on all 
your exams. For those graduating in the fall; 
drop by the CSES Office for Pewter Mug in-
formation and please come out to the Fall 
Ring Day Celebrations! For everyone else; stay 
tuned to the announce email. We may have a 
few furry friends come visit us during the exam 
season.

“

Hey C-Eng! Not much has changed since 
we last spoke (ugh..midterms). You all 
bought a ton of sweaters! I hope to see the 
same interest in our future offerings! Keep 
an eye out for new patches coming this 
month. By the time you read this I prob-
ably have all my directors so keep an eye 
out over the next few weeks to see things 
spring to life! Cheers!

“

Is it seriously November already?! The 2014 
Carleton Engineering Competition had major 
success in four categories last month, produc-
ing OEC qualifiers in Junior Design, Senior De-
sign, Consulting, and Programming. We will be 
re-running Debate and Communications on 
November 16th, so stay tuned! We now have 
a full NEW Committee, and I’ve recently made 
strides with the help of the Faculty on the 
promised Academic Survey, to be distributed 
in January. The goal of the Survey is to gage 
and improve YOUR academic undergraduate 
experience. Lastly, please continue to voice 
any academic concerns for me to address to 
concerns@cses.carleton.ca.

“
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Phantom of the Feedback Loop
Anonymous Articles Submitted through  cses.carleton.ca/publications/theirontimes

Yes, we read it all.  Especially the morning after an FSK.

 No matter how you cut 
it, this is a movie that you can-
not talk about without spoil-
ing it, and as such I will start 
with a spoiler free section but 
will then delve right in holding 
nothing back.  
 I’ll be honest; this 
wasn’t a movie I was looking 
forward to see.  It wasn’t one 
that I was dreading though, 
the set up of a guy’s wife goes 
missing under suspicious cir-
cumstances and everyone sus-
pects	him	while	he	tries	to	fig-
ure out what really happened, 
while not being new, is still in-
teresting enough that it’s never 
going to go out of style.  That 
being said, its trailer made it 
look pretty generic and I was 
worried it wasn’t doing any-
thing different and had nothing 
new to offer. But thanks to an 
overwhelming need to escape 
familial idiosyncrasies after go-
ing home this weekend, this is 
the movie I ended up seeing.
  To those who know who 
David Fincher is (guy behind 
Seven, Zodiac, The Social Net-
work, and The Girl With The 
Dragon Tattoo) they’ll know 
to	expect	a	well	crafted	movie	
that isn’t necessarily going to 
deliver	what	you’re	expecting	it	
to.  I was not one of those, and 
as such went into this movie 
pretty much blind (arguably the 
best way to see a movie though 
it creates an element of Rus-
sian roulette).  This movie was 
an	extremely	well	crafted	story	

about	 supposedly	 excellently	
planned	 and	 executed	 plan	 in-
volving the disappearance of 
the titular character.  I say sup-
posedly because in reality this 
plan	has	more	flaws	and	holes	
in it than the Hollow Earth The-
ory and in reality would have 
fallen apart had they involved 
any	medical	examiner	since	the	
Crimean War.  
  In short, I’m still a lit-
tle bit torn on this movie.  Apart 
from its realism and the ending 
(which I’ll get to) this movie 
is very good, especially if you 
like crime thrillers, social com-
mentary, and a story where you 
don’t know where it’s going.  
The problem is when the story 
centers on a plan that is por-
trayed as being so meticulous, 
predicting the actions of the 
cops, and fooling nearly eve-
ryone; it doesn’t hold up to the 
casual CSI viewer, it takes you 
out of the story.  Some might 
say that this is nitpicking, but 
a kidnapping and possible mur-
der investigation is all about 
nitpicking:	 examining	 the	 de-
tails, questioning people’s ac-
tions, and asking the important 
questions.  
 In the end I don’t know 
the best way to watch this mov-
ie.  If take my approach, you’ll 
throughout	enjoy	the	movie	ex-
periencing the great thrill ride 
that it is and being shocked to 
find	 out	 that	 Tyler	 Perry	 was	
the most likeable charismatic 
character in this brilliantly cast 

movie.  But then leave the thea-
tre replaying scenes in your 
mind, talking with whomever 
you saw it with, and start saying 
“hey, wait a minute...”  On the 
other hand, if you just turn your 
brain off and blindly accept 
everything at face value, you’ll 
completely miss much of what 
this movie has to offer.  It’d be 
like watching Fight Club with 
the “it’s just an action movie” 
mindset.
  Like it, hate it, or be di-
agnosed as a schizophrenic for 
it, one thing that can be said 
about this movie is that it will 
have people talking about it.  
It	 is	 extremely	difficult	 to	 talk	
about plot wise without giving 
anything away.  It doesn’t have 
big Shyamalan-like twists in it, 
but	still	takes	enough	unexpect-
ed twists to leave you wonder-
ing	what	will	happen	next.		On	
that note ends the Spoiler free 
section.
 
SPOILER WARNING
 
 This movie starts out 
with Nick Dunne going about 
his normal day complaining 
about his wife to his sister when 
he	 comes	 home,	 finds	 signs	 a	
fight	 took	 place	 and	 his	 wife	
missing so calls the police.  We 
then follow Nick go through the 
motions as police start an inves-
tigation and are slowly shown 
how he is in reality a despic-
able human being.  Spliced be-
tween scenes is his wife, Amy, 

reading passages from her diary 
suggesting that he slowly be-
came abusive and that she was 
fearing for her life.  Initially the 
police have no suspects apart 
from	Nick,	and	find	that	in	the	
kitchen there was a pool of 
blood that was cleaned up (but 
not with bleach).  Throughout 
all of this, it’s strongly suggest-
ed that he is innocent but isn’t 
pointing in any particular direc-
tion either, and then starts slow-
ly introducing small amounts of 
doubt to the audience about his 
innocence.
		 The	 first	 third	 of	 the	
movie sets the scene: Every-
thing on the surface points to 
Nick	 being	 the	 killer.	 	 Except	
with the audience following 
him, we see him being utterly 
baffled	 as	 to	 what	 happened,	
even when he’s alone.  The two 
investigating detectives include 
one who assumes he killed her 
straight away, and one who’s 
trying	to	give	him	the	benefit	of	
the doubt but doesn’t ignore ev-
idence or the big picture either 
(she	 states	 it’s	 extremely	 dif-
ficult	 to	get	a	conviction	with-
out a body).  There’s a Nancy 
Grace caricature that’s picking 
apart his life, behavior and ac-
tions, basically pronouncing 
judgment on National TV be-
fore Amy’s even been missing 
for 48 hours.  The only person 
on his side is his twin sister, 
Margo who serves as our win-
dow	 to	 learn	 how	 extremely	
unlikeable he is by, amongst 
other things, witnessing him 
hook up with his mistress while 
he’s staying with her.  He’s also 
shown as not being overly dis-
traught about Amy being miss-
ing, wanting a divorce, not 
knowing much about her to the 
point of not even knowing any 
of her friends names, what she 
does all day, or that she’s preg-
nant.
  A problem we (as the 
audience) have is if Nick didn’t 
kill his wife, what happened? 
The obvious answer is she re-
ally was taken by a standard 
issue unsub fresh from any Po-
lice Procedural.  We are even 
given a slight hint when Desi 
(played by Neil Patrick Har-
ris, so we know he’s important 
somehow) appears at her vigil 

and is established as previously 
stalked her.  This would imply 
that Desi (or some other kid-
napper) attacked Amy in broad 
daylight, and managed to kid-
nap her without anyone seeing 
as much as a suspicious vehicle 
in this upscale, close-nit, small 
town neighbourhood.  There’s 
also the fact that the blood was 
cleaned up but there were still 
signs of a struggle in the adjoin-
ing room.  It is possible that the 
kidnapper would want to frame 
Nick, but why take the body or 
the murder weapon? If he wants 
her alive why is there that much 
blood?
  Lastly there’s the possi-
bility that Amy set all of it up.  
Once again however there’s the 
problem of no murder weapon, 
and why would she do this in 
broad daylight, where she runs 
the risk of being seen.  She 
also risks Nick going some-
where where he’ll be seen and 
have an alibi.  It would’ve been 
much	easier	to	set	up	this	exact	
seen in the middle of the night, 
maybe even get him drunk, 
that way when the police arrive 
she’ll know he was there when 
this supposedly happened.  And 
finally	where’s	the	diary?	She’s	
been reading out of this diary 
chronicling her fear of him kill-
ing her establishing a pattern 
of behaviour and she doesn’t 
leave	it	for	the	police	to	find?
  When I was watching 
this movie, up to this point I 
didn’t care for it.  I thought that 
it was going nowhere, I didn’t 
feel for any of the characters 
(except	his	sister,	but	she	wasn’t	
under that much scrutiny), and 
just found that it wasn’t offer-
ing anything that a million of 
murder mysteries hadn’t al-
ready done.  While I wanted 
Nick to be proven innocent, he 
was such a dick that I wouldn’t 
have lost any sleep if he wasn’t.  
All of this is just set up, a hell 
of a lot of set up, but we now 
know who the characters are, 
what the motivations are, and 
where the story is supposed to 
go.
  All of a sudden, the 
police	 find	 the	 diary	 partial-
ly singed in a wood stove at 
Nick’s father’s house, Nick 
finds	 a	 bunch	 of	 stuff	 hidden	

away in a woodshed that had 
been purchased with his credit 
card but he claimed not to have 
purchased, and Amy reveals to 
the audience her entire plan of 
framing him for her murder and 
then committing suicide.  Nick 
and Margo now know he’s been 
framed and hires defense attor-
ney Tanner Bolt, who’s been 
described as The Patron Saint 
of Men who killed their wives.  
While they work on Nick’s pub-
lic image, we see Amy, staying 
at a motel under the guise of a 
battered woman, having struck 
herself in the face with a ham-
mer.  Two others staying at the 
motel	 figure	 out	 she’s	 running	
from someone and rob her, 
leaving her with no money.  
  With nowhere else to 
turn she reaches out to Desi, 
convincing	 him	 the	 she’s	 flee-
ing an abusive husband who 
takes her to his lake house.  
While staying there he shows 
her all the security systems stat-
ing no one will be able to get 
to her there and displays signs 
of still being obsessed with her. 
Tanner convinces Nick to break 
his silence and appear on a talk 
show coming clean about his 
affair, and his mistakes, and 
asking Amy to come home in 
order to sway the public’s opin-
ion.  Just before he’s set to give 
his interview his mistress con-
fesses to the affair, but he gives 
the interview anyway swaying 
public perception in his favor.
  This was the turning 
point in the movie, where the 
plot really took off, where the 
audience is no longer in the 
dark as to what has happened.  
The movie ceases to be a mur-
der mystery and turns into a spy 
vs. spy thriller.  While Nick is 
not all of a sudden viewed as a 
good person, he’s given a much 
greater	 benefit	 of	 the	 doubt	
from the audience now that we 
know	the	diary	entries	were	fic-
tional.  The movie is now Amy 
vs. Nick with Amy having a 
great head start on him and be-
coming America’s sweetheart, 
and Nick having a defense at-
torney who is a master of public 
image manipulation.  
		 Nick	 is	 finally	 gaining	
ground knowing that Amy is 
alive and that he’s been set up.  

REVIEWED 
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With Tanner he goes on the of-
fensive, looking into her past, 
having private investigators try 
and track her down, and reshap-
ing his public image.  Amy in 
detailing her plan revealed how 
she knew Nick well enough to 
know what he would do in this 
situation and that he wouldn’t 
create a good public image 
during her disappearance.  She 
knew he’d look guilty so she 
didn’t have to spell everything 
out for the police (at the risk of 
making it look too convenient).  
But she’s still out of her ele-
ment when it came to the motel 
because she didn’t recognize 
the danger she was in with all 
her money.
  Here is where we see 
how good her plan was at fram-
ing Nick in the movie universe, 
it’s also where a deductive 
audience starts noticing prob-
lems:  If she doesn’t kill herself 
the day of, the coroner would 
determine time of death as af-
ter Nick was already under a 
microscope.  She planned on 
drowning herself in her car; 
her body would have no wound 
consistent with traumatic blood 
loss.  She had to fake her preg-
nancy; the coroner would tell 
that she’s not pregnant.  If she 
was pregnant, why did she have 
to fake it?  The car she was driv-
ing was sold to her, not him.  If 
it was registered, he’d be asked 
where her car was.  If it wasn’t, 
the owner wouldn’t remember 
ever	meeting	him.		And	finally	
they’d be able to tell that she 
didn’t bleed enough to have 
died	there,	ignoring	the	exceed-
ingly unlikely event that the 
blood	 spatter	 experts	wouldn’t	
be able to tell it was staged.
  After Nick makes his 
interview pleading for Amy to 
come home, and Amy is living 
in Desi’s lake house, it’s look-
ing like Nick is going to come 
out on top.  However, Amy 
watching this actually has her 
feelings for him come back.  To 
the point where she murders 
Desi in bed, leaves, and drives 
all the way back home where 
Nick is and runs into his arms 
still covered in Desi’s blood.  
She’s then taken to the hospital 
where she tells a story of how 
Desi kidnapped her, and kept 

her tied up in bed this whole 
time	(approximately	2	months).		
One of the detectives is suspi-
cious of this story but is told to 
let it go.  Nick confronts Amy 
at home and after she’s con-
vinced he’s not wearing a wire 
confesses to the murder and 
her reasons for returning stat-
ing that Nick in the interview 
was the man she married and 
she wants him to be that person 
again.  She then reveals that she 
really is pregnant and the two 
of them announce it in a TV in-
terview and the movie ends.
  Towards the end of the 
movie, Amy is acting more im-
pulsive though still calculating.  
She decides that she wants to 
go back to Nick, but doesn’t 
seem to consider that even be-
fore he knew she tried to frame 
him for murder, he was still a 
lousy husband.  Her endgame 
seems to be returning to mar-
ried life with him, thinking that 
now that they’ve been in the 
spotlight things will be differ-
ent.  Nick ends up trapped in 
a different hopeless situation.  
Originally he wanted her to go 
to prison for framing him for 
murder, yet when she returned 
to him, and his lawyer decided 
to move on. He was content to 
cut his losses and simply leave 
her, but he can’t because now 
she’s pregnant with his child.
  There were initial prob-
lems with how she framed 
Nick, but the pale in com-
parison to this new frame job.  
Firstly by this point, the FBI 
is fully involved and are go-
ing to go over everything with 
a	 fine	 tooth	 comb.	 	 Secondly	
this would be one of the biggest 
media stories for law enforce-
ment in a long time, so they’re 
going to want to know what 
happened, why, and how Desi 
supposedly pulled all this off.  
This would be a story that’d be 
impossible to sweep under the 
rug and no one is going to risk 
further scandal by just accept-
ing the simplest story.
  A real investigation 
would start with her medi-
cal	exam	and	recovery	 time	 in	
the hospital lasting probably a 
week, not sending her home in 
the same blood-soaked clothes 
she showed up in.  A medical 

exam	 would	 show	 whether	 or	
not there was long term abuse 
due to being tied to a bed and 
starved for two months as well 
as the blow to the head causing 
the blood in the original crime 
scene, whether or not her liga-
ture marks were progressive 
over time or caused lightly that 
day.  An investigation of Desi’s 
house would start with review-
ing the security system footage 
that she told them about, reveal-
ing that she arrived a week after 
she should have.  They wouldn’t 
have found any ropes binding 
her to a bed.  They wouldn’t 
have found any marks on the 
bed where the ropes would’ve 
been tied to.  An investigation 
of Desi’s body would’ve found 
a single cut across his neck 
done in one single continuous 
motion	with	 a	 box	 cutter	with	
enough skill to make Hannibal 
Lector blush.   
  The questions of how 
she got free, where she got the 
box	 cutter,	 why	 she	 didn’t	 go	
straight to the police but instead 
drove four hours to get back 
to town, and what about her 
pregnancy? First thing doctors 
would check is if her unborn 
child was still alive.  It didn’t 
even get a mention.  Desi’s 
movements would be traced 
during the whole two months, 
where was he when she was ab-
ducted?  There would be follow 
up interviews for absolutely 
everyone, instead of hearing 
out a rough outline of what hap-
pened to her on the way out of 
the hospital, still covered in his 
blood.  Yet her bloody clothes 
didn’t even get taken into evi-
dence.
  Finally, pushing eve-
rything to do with the investi-
gation, there’s the question of 
Amy’s actual pregnancy.  To be 
fair, it’s never really proven that 
she is actually pregnant at the 
end, but it’s a safe assumption 
considering, she’ll be found out 
shortly if she’s not considering 
she announced it on live na-
tional TV.  But when and how 
did she conceive it?  It’s possi-
ble she could’ve been pregnant 
before the frame job, but again, 
why fake it?  Plus, how did she 
get pregnant? It’s possible she 
did it the old fashioned way, but 

Nick had sperm frozen in a fer-
tility clinic suggesting at best 
they’ve had trouble conceiving 
a child.  Plus he was cheating 
on her so they wouldn’t have 
been trying that hard.  Did she 
get	 artificially	 inseminated	
back then?  Her medical re-
cords didn’t contain any record 
of that.  Did she conceive after 
returning home? If so, I doubt it 
was the old fashioned way con-
sidering I don’t see Nick per-
forming any time soon with her.  
It’s possible that she then had 
herself	 artificially	 inseminated	
afterwards, though her medical 
records indicating the trauma 
she went through would prob-
ably have advised her to wait 
until she had taken more time 
to recover.  Especially consid-
ering there’s less than a 50 % 
chance of conception, and it 
costs more than $12 000 when 
they	are	having	financial	issues.		
  As much as the plot 
holes can get in the way, if they 
are ignored it does make for a 
well paced highly suspenseful 
thrill ride right up to the end.  
Unfortunately the ending itself 
does leave something to be de-
sired.  I think the idea behind 
was that these two are both get-
ting what they deserve building 
the idea of marriage consisting 
of lies, deceit, manipulation, 
and screwing each other over.  
The problem with the ending is 
that the story is not over.  Yes 
she’s pregnant with his child 
and he doesn’t want to lose cus-
tody, but this situation is way 
too unstable.  Does the child 
even come to term? What stops 
Margo from saying anything? 
What happens when either 
Nick or Amy have had enough 
of each other?  I’m not asking 
for a happy ending, just an end-
ing, not an incomplete story.
 Despite everything, I 
did thoroughly enjoy this mov-
ie while watching it.  I noticed 
all of the above problems, but 
most didn’t distract me from 
the movie until after and re-
flecting	 on	 it.	 	 I	 can’t	 give	 it	
the same praise that most other 
critics have been, but I under-
stand why it has been receiving 
it.  If you have a large enough 
suspension of disbelief, it is a 
movie worth seeing.

CONTINUED

 What’s the greatest 
event of the year?  If you don’t 
answer this correctly, chances 
are we aren’t friends.  Have 
you thought about it yet?  Well 
the only acceptable answer is 
Beau’s Oktoberfest, an event 
full of alcoholic debauchery, 
smiling faces, and great 
company.  With that in mind, I 
expect	 that	 you	 are	 beginning	
to understand why Beau’s 
Oktoberfest is the greatest 
event of the year.  
 Beau’s Oktoberfest 
features specially crafted 
beers for the event and a vast 
selection of casks.  Some of 
Beau’s highlights this year 
(that you likely missed) were: 
Ich Bin Ein Bearliner, Hater’s 
Gonna Hate, Dark Helmüt, and 
the Monkey’s Paw offering a 
variety of beers for all.  The 
casks offer even more of a 
diversity with both Beau’s 
beer and a selection of the best 
microbrews including: Mommy 
Kissing Santa Peppermint by 
Brockhead Brewing, Pissed 
Off Pete’s Pumpkin Porter by 
Nicklebrook Brewery, and 
Land is Strong by Dominion 
City Brewing. 

 If the beer isn’t 
enough to entice you, the food 
selection is an abundance of 
deliciousness.  This selection 
included the most scrumptious 
Bison chili with blue cheese 
sauce, perogies poutine with 
bacon, sausage and a huge 
variety of unique dishes from 
the best local venues.  However, 
one of the best treats I was able 
to consume was Beau’s hot 
chocolate,	this	home	made	mix	
of chocolate and Beau’s Tom 
Green Milk Stout was utter 
perfection.  If this was offered 
everywhere, there is a good 
chance I’d be drunk everyday – 
even during class.  
 On Saturday, the day 
that has sold out since the 
first	 ever	 Beau’s	 Oktoberfest	
is a day where it is perfectly 
reasonable to drink from 
11:00am onwards.  You 
drink; you eat; and enjoy the 
company around you.  What’s 
not to enjoy?  If you’re still not 
convinced that it is the best day 
ever.  I’d also like to point out 
they have musical guests.  This 
year it was Tokyo Police Club 
from my very own hometown 
of Newmarket, Ontario.  
 So, I’ll ask once more, 
what’s the best event of the 
year?  If you still answered 
differently, it’s probably best 
we don’t know each other, and 
if on the odd chance I do know 
you…	well,	 I’ll	 take	 you	 next	
year and we can see how you 
feel then.        

Kira Smith
- HIST III - 

THE BEST 
DAY EVER

Octoberfest in Ottawa
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Aries

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Leo

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

Horoscopes

While the PRoduct of youR midteRm maRks may 
be above PassiNg, the sum is Not. 

some PeoPle gets gifts that they doN’t kNoW 
WheRe to Put. you alWays kNoW just the sPot.

Don’t worry about buying presents for any-
one this year: your presence is enough. 

caNceRs aRe mateRNal, domestic, aNd love to 
NuRtuRe. like a sNuggie foR youR lymPh Nodes. 

like maNy majestic beasts, youR maNe Will 
migRate south foR the WiNteR. 

viRgo is the secoNd-laRgest coNstellatioN. 
NoPe, you have that fouRth Piece of fRuit cake. 

libRa’s symbol is deRived fRom the scales of 
justice. uNfaiRly, the cold WeatheR Will leave 
youR PaRtNeR sayiNg “just this?”.

a scoRPioN iN a tissue box is both a thoughtful 
gift, aNd the ReasoN that Nobody Will eveR cRy 
iN youR PReseNce agaiN. WiN! 

you have a huge aPPetite foR the vital life 
foRce. you’Re goiNg to WaNt to avoid bath 
salts.

it says caPRicoRNs aRe “iNtRoveRted, Not “iN-
veRted”. but suRe, tRy doiNg it uPside-doWN. 
civils aRe alWays doWN to stRess-test youR 
flooR joists. 

aquaRius is assiciated With aiR, aNd afteR youR 
auNt’s 5-beaN chili, so Will you. 

tRue fact: youR ideal PaRtNeR is caNceR. oNly 
they caN PRovide the comfoRt aNd satisfactioN 
that you yeaRN. 
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- Footnotes -
Generals Officers Issue Made Possible By Apologies

Connor Buott
Michelle Davis 
Nick Dumoulin 

Mitchell Brown
Alice Fernandes
Serita Fudlosid
Vicky Madge
Adam Mikolajczak
Jasmine Shaw

THORS BEARD WE HAVE 
SPONSORS! DID YOU SEE 
ALL THOSE ADDS! ONE OF 
THEM ACTUALLY PAID!

To all the Phantoms who thought 
they were the only one. 
You’re all special. 

the carleton student engineering newspaper

> Wrap your cheap presents in it: 
whatever’s inside will have to be 
better than the wrapping.

> Roll into cones and sound-proof 
your residence room. Note: walls 
like that will not get you laid. 

> Grab all the old issues still on the 
racks and use them to convince 
drunk house-mates that they can 
time-travel.

> Mail to Virgin Galactic as a more 
stable rocket fuel. 

> Soak in water and smear across 
your carpet for a cheap re-dye.

> Crumple up a few thousand pages 
to make a poor man’s ball pit. 

> Sell to Journalism students as 
“Ghomeshi Repellant”

USES for the 

CHARLATAN

The Iron Lady
Becky Ng

Callsign: Patient 0
Hometown: A Military family, but born in Ottawa
CENG Involvement:  AvengFrosh facil/Turtle head this year, Engi-
neering Competition Co-Director and past competitor, Carleton 
Engineering Mentorship Program (CEMP), Go Eng Girl!
First Experience with CENG: My mother sent me to a party to 
meet Greg Kiar and Andrew Irwin, two B.med CEng students who 
also happened to be Invention Engfrosh heads.

Favourite Class: Bioelectrical Systems- The lab component is a 
cumulative project building a circuit to transform EMG signals (those 
come from your muscles) to clicks in flappy bird!

Favourite Proff: Professor Hayes- He was actually interested in 
the class he was teaching, made probably the funniest jokes, played 
us recordings of his band and also had some pretty cool real world 
anecdotes for the content he was presenting.

First 3 things you grab for survival after hearing the news of the be-
ginning of the zombie apocalypse: Chapstick, my daily banana, iPod

How are you getting involved with Movember? 
Not shaving my moustache...

last Call
Getting Professional Lit all up in here

THE IRON TIMES WILL RETURN IN January

- BMED MECH III -

Photo Credit to Adrian Soble - ACSE II

Photo Credit to Adrian Soble - ACSE II

have an event or 
service you need to 

advertise?

The Iron Man
Scott Dutrisac

- MECH II -
Callsign: Hobo Slut
Hometown: Stirling (Belleville) & Toronto 
CENG Involvement:  FSMNP, CMAS (Events Co-Director), GNC-
TR (Tech.Ex Sub-Captain), EngFrosh (Facil)
First Experience with CENG: AvEngFrosh, 2013. Met my facils dur-
ing move-in, despite not living in res. They were all very excited to 
meet “the old guy” on their team.
Best Idea Ever: Buying a motorcycle.
Worst Idea Ever: Drinking cider with a Finnish pilot in Montreal 
until 3am.
Your Inspiration: Taylor Swift. ‘nuff said.
Advice for younger engineers: Learn to spell Glenn McRae’s name!
Advice for your older self: Go to the gym or you’re gonna die.
Battle-cry: JHAP!

First 3 things you grab for survival after hearing the news of the 
beginning of the zombie apocalypse: Rifle, canned food, & a good 
bottle of scotch.

How are you getting involved with Movember? 
I’m gonna shave my face and cut (and donate) my hair. I’ve already 
raised >$1000, and I plan to get more! I believe I will be growing a 
terrifying mustache for the month…can you say handlebar?


