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Hey, you.
Yeah, you. It seems, by accident 

or on purpose, that you’ve stumbled 
upon the September 2016 issue of the 
Iron Times!

The Iron Times is a satirical news-
paper written by Carleton Engi-
neering students, for Carleton En-
gineering students (with the notable 
exception of some involved members 
of C-Eng who are not in an engineer-
ing degree program.) And guess who 
gets to steer this metaphorical ship for 
the 2016-2017 school year?

Why, that would be me!
My name is Cassidy Lang, a raging 

metalhead and newly second-year 
aerospace engineering undergrad. I 
also have a very strong penchant for 
writing. And lists.

For all of you venturing into your 
first year at Carleton University, wel-
come to the Faculty of Engineering 
and Design! What if I told you that 
the next four (or five, or six, or seven) 
years of your life have the potential to 
be the best, most memorable years of 
your life? All this and more COULD 
BE YOURS... you just have to sur-
vive your freshman year first.

I’m not gonna scare you with drop-
out rates or the probability of failing 
Mechanics second semester (PSA: 

those sorts of statistics are only a 
quick Google away, if you do happen 
to be curious.) The point is, you don’t 
just choose the engineering life...

The engineering life chooses you.
Now, because I believe in equality, 

I’ll throw you a lifeline. I think every-
one should be given a fair chance at 
survival, so if you bear in mind these 
three keys, you should be well on 
your way to enjoying the unmitigated 
C-Eng experience.

Key to survival 1:
be weird.

From my experience in the engi-
neering community, there is no “nor-
mal.” If you were a loyal follower of 
the status quo when you were in high 
school, I invite you to WAKE UP, 
SHEEPLE. You have the opportunity 
to stand out... and, like, not in a bad 
way. There’s no better time than frosh 
week to make a first impression, and 
you know how the saying goes: you 
only get one, so make it count. You 
never know who will be watching...

Key to survival 2:
be present.

Talking to people and getting in-
volved alongside said people is prob-

ably the most direct route to a lasting 
relationship with Carleton Engineer-
ing. Not only is the support network 
indispensible when it comes to exam 
season, but I know for a fact that 
Flightsuit Committee generally re-
wards those whose names it can re-
member.

Key to survival 3:
beware of school's 
ability to fuck you up.

At the end of the day, it’s impor-
tant to remember that you (or your 
parents/OSAP) are paying for you 
to be here and actually graduate with 
a degree. Don’t allow school to fall 
by the wayside, or you will face an 
unpleasant come-to-Jesus moment 
when exams roll around and you have 
no bloody clue what the hell you’re 
doing. University will be prime for 
learning that work/play balance... 
Perfect it while you can.

On that note, I wish y’all a bomb 
year. Memories will be made and fun 
will be had. Hopefully I’ll see you 
around—I’m the girl with not very 
much hair. Here’s to the 2016-2017 
school year being the best yet!

Advice for First Years
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Editorials
Due to the prolific nature of this statement, reader aggression is advised

At least "Fuck" doesn't stand out up there like it does down here2

From the Desk of the 
^
 Editor 

Cassidy “Next” Lang
- AERO C II - 

At what point does censorship be-
come necessary? Is swearing in an ar-
ticle title too much? Depends on who 
you ask, I suppose. Whether you rec-
ognize the iconic Rage Against the Ma-
chine lyrics or not, I think a lot can be 
said for such a bold message.

Unfortunately, I’m not here today to 
talk about censorship. I’m actually not. 
I’m here to campaign for my voice. 
And your voice. And the collective 
voice of Carleton Engineering.

I’ve wanted to be the Editor-in-Chief 
of the Iron Times before I even went to 
Carleton. I read all the back-issues of 
the Iron Times that I could find on the 
CSES website and I loved the range of 
content, from serious issues to scathing 
satire that pushes all kinds of bounda-
ries.

...Yes, call me a keener if you’d like, 
but that’s not the point I’m trying to 
make here.

When I received word that I’d been 
selected for the directorship of my 
dreams, the first thing I did was plan 
my editorial page. The very thought of 
a little corner of the Iron Times all to 
myself was one of the more tantalizing 
aspects of the position, as far as me and 
my overwhelming desire for self-ex-
pression were concerned. Visions of 
bloody handprints and devil horns 
danced through my head as I imagined 
how I could make this page as quintes-

sentially ME as possible.
And the editorials themselves: oh, 

the power I would have to provide my 
opinion on anything my little heart de-
sired! Every month. Unchallenged.

Then I started writing the first itera-
tion of this very editorial and promptly 
fell back down to Earth.

Although this page may look like 
it’s about me because I write it, and al-
though this paper might also look like 
it’s about me because I manage it, nei-
ther are, in fact, about me. This paper 
is a vessel through which the voices of 
C-Eng can be shared and appreciated. 
And the enforcing of this is the fight 
that I’d like to fight this year.

As someone who vehemently pro-
tests her own perceived oppression, I 
know my voice tends to be louder than 
most. Thus, it is my goal to encourage 
all of you to feel as enabled as I often 
do to say whatever the fuck you want. 
Go on an angry rant. Write melancholy 
poetry.

(Pro tip: Both of these acts are actu-
ally very cathartic and can be a very 
effective break from the madness and 
chaos of your everyday life.)

Now, I’ve heard all the reflex excus-
es: “Oh, but I can’t write!” and its ilk… 

And you know what? I’m not even go-
ing to tell you that you’re wrong. You 
may not be able to write for shit. But 
are you funny? And, see, maybe I’ll get 
through to you here, as that little voice 
inside your head goes “Why, yes! As a 
matter of fact, I AM funny!”

You’re in luck: I’m here to tell you 
and your voices that’s all that matters. 
Grammar, spelling, punctuation—hell, 
even sentences—that’s my problem, 
not yours. (Unless you’re currently 
taking CCDP… Then it becomes your 
problem. I can’t help you there.)

EVEN if you’re not funny, or at least 
don’t consider yourself to be so, I’m 
sure you still know some stuff. Stuff 
that may be—newsflash!—of interest 
to more people than just you. I was 
pretty pleased, for example, to read an 
entire article dedicated to the progres-
sive death metal band, Opeth, in one 
of the issues from years past. The only 
way you can ensure this is a publication 
with content that is of interest to you is 
if you submit shit that is of interest to 
you, know what I’m saying?

Succeeding at achieving this elusive 
level of entertainment value to the 
modern engineering student (although, 
I admit, to a bit of an extreme degree) 
is Ryerson Engineering. I’m amused to 
admit that I’m not even the first Iron 
Times editor to openly acknowledge 
the Ryerson Engineering Student Soci-
ety’s paper “The Golden Ram” for win-
ning at utter ridiculousness. Let me tell 
you about this publication: I currently 
possess “the dank edition of January 
2016” in which the title of the paper 
itself has been crossed out in favour 
of The “Goldank” Ram. The headline 
reads “Dr. Filthy Frank, PhDank, and 

the resident head fuckboi weigh in on 
the dankness of the term.”

For added context, this issue features 
the running theme of finding the single 
rarest Pepe.

To be clear, I am not implying that 
I want the Iron Times to become The 
Golden Ram 2.0, as I’m not even sure 
how they’re getting away with such a 
lack of regard for convention in the first 
place.

That lack of regard illustrates a good 
counterpoint, actually. They shoved 
as much questionable content as they 
could into that paper without seriously 
considering whether or not they should. 
That, my friends, is how your engi-
neering publication gets written off as 
a fucking joke.

Fortunately for us, we have a team of 
people dedicated to making sure that 
does not happen. Thus, I’m sure you 
understand when I say that you aren’t 
entitled to having your content pub-
lished just because you submitted it. 
This may be a good time for me to re-
mind you that the Iron Times is, in fact, 
bound to CSES’s Publications Policy, 
which basically means rules.

I know, I know. I don’t really like 
rules either. However, I do like to 
find creative ways not to follow rules. 
“Pushing boundaries,” if you will.

What does not fall into this category 
of well-intentioned misbehaviour is in-
tentional sabotage. Content that is de-
signed or written to diminish the integ-
rity of this paper will not be tolerated.

All I’m trying to say is: don’t be shit.  
Be mindful when you’re fighting the 
war and fucking the norm.

totally Metal

“[I]t is my goal to encourage all 
of you to feel as enabled as I 
often do to say whatever the 

fuck you want.”

Ideally, the Iron Times is to be an 
equally entertaining and informative 
satire representing the opinions and in-
terests of our engineering community. 
It’s SUPPOSED to be the (mostly) un-
censored voice of Carleton Engineer-
ing, so if you don’t like how that voice 
sounds, then sit the fuck down and get 
writing.



Editorials
what's really insane here is this word count

C-Eng has a plan for you 3

Here’s the thing about Carleton Engi-
neering: we’re insane.

No, seriously. I pondered this for 
hours. Trying to find the right “word,” 
“term,” whatever. I debated for weeks 
what to write this editorial about. I tried 
funny. I tried cheesy. A BuzzFeed list 
wasn’t a good fit; a poem wouldn’t fill 
the page.

I could write a plug for CSES—which, 
as the President, people probably ex-
pect—but I do that every day, regard-
less. I wanted to welcome everyone to 
C-Eng, especially our newest members 
(hola, frosh!)

But the more I thought about how to 
do that in a non-cliché way, the harder 
and more intricate it became. My little 
brother (11, to be specific) asked me 
what was wrong.

I tried to explain, but ended up on a 
tangent about all the things people in 
C-Eng do, how little sleep we get, and 
how we would do anything for this 
community. I’m positive he zoned out 
and wasn’t following, but still offered a 
“you’re insane, Jules.” And that’s when 
it hit me: aren’t we all?

You don’t actually know what you’ve 
gotten yourself into when you take that 
first real, probably nervous, step into 
C-Eng—whether it was at Summer Ori-
entation’s FED Day, into the Mackenzie 
Quad for Opening Ceremonies of Eng-
Frosh, or into Glenn McRae’s ECOR 
1010. You couldn’t have predicted what 
comes next. I sure didn’t. The Carleton 
Engineering experience is a wild ride, 
no matter your path.

There are people in Carleton En-
gineering who get straight As. Yeah, 
straight As—that’s not just possible in 
high school. They keep their scholar-
ships all the way through; graduate cum 
lauda, with high distinction.

Some win huge scholarships—in the 
thousands of dollars. Some are Teach-

ing Assistants, PASS Facilitators, or 
tutors. Some do research, and maybe 
even get published for their newfound 
knowledge.

Some go on to do post-grad studies, 
get Master’s Degrees, and become in-
dustry leaders. Google’s senior engi-
neering executives consist of C-Eng 
alumni. Nifty, right?

These are the people who nit-pick 
their assignment until they know it’s 
right, never choose sleep over school, 
and have the ability to stay in the night 
of a DUSTED.

So, stay organized from the begin-
ning, go to class when you should, and 
break into those academic circles to get 
where you want to be. Get started.

There are people in Carleton En-
gineering who fail courses. Many, in 
fact. I didn’t say everything about in-
sanity is magnificent. Failing a course 
may seem like the end of the world to 
your parents and comrades in other fac-
ulties, with their “Seriously? How? Did 
you not study?”

The thing is, there are lots of reasons 
someone can fail, be it because you 
test poorly, because you were sleep-de-
prived the day of the final, or because 
of just really, really shitty luck. But the 
important part is that you don’t give up. 
Take that class again, buckle down on 
whatever tripped you up last time, and 
bang out that A (or B, C, D) this time 
around. If someone tells you this pro-
gram isn’t made for you, but you know 
it’s what you want to be doing, make 
them eat their words. Don’t quit.

There are people in Carleton Engi-
neering who travel all over the prov-
ince and country. These people’s net-
works are insane. They know someone 
at every school—in every major city—
in engineering. If these people need a 
favour, new idea, or place to crash, 
they’ve got it.

They go to conferences constantly, or 
are visiting friends at other schools, or 
are plotting the next orchestrated feat 
or challenge. Some go to high-level 
engineering competitions to compete 
against the brightest young minds in 
the nation. Did you know we’re in that 
running?

Whatever the reason, engineering 
students have a bond beyond across the 
country. If you want to experience that, 
then go to a conference, read another 
school’s paper, qualify in a competition, 
or take a road trip. The Hymn doesn’t 
change.

There are people in Carleton Engi-
neering who keep their feet on Car-
leton ground. They run our clubs, lead 
our design teams, coordinate our cap-
stone projects, and spend many week-
ends trying to not get locked out of 
Mackenzie.

These people are facils (or Heads, or 
Planning) every year, are probably pur-
ple, and attend General Meetings for fun 
or moral obligation. They do more than 
their part for the greater community.

First step? Volunteering for some-
thing. Anything. Find something that in-
terests you, or ask someone you think is 
pretty awesome. There’s a spot for you.

There are people in Carleton en-
gineering who make really cool shit. 
Yeah, that’s the thrill of being in a facul-
ty that’s innovative. Smart people with 
a goal. How many buddies do you have 
that travel to Europe to compete with 
their own Mars rover prototype?  Have 
you ever spent a weekend pouring a 
concrete toboggan and that winter rac-
ing it down a ski hill? Do you have any 
Arts friends who get to build a race car 
as a school project? Or that construct 
and crush model bridges as a pastime? 

Maybe not, ‘cause those people are 
here. And yes, they’re all true stories. 
Explore the opportunities available for 
you to join something awesome, or 
maybe start something brand new. The 
floor is yours.

There are people in Carleton Engi-
neering who pave the way to change. 
Forward-thinkers. Selfless. Truly want-
ing to put their efforts towards a greater 
good. These people challenge us to be 
the best we can be, advocate for women 
in STEM, or educate the rest of us on 
the importance of global engineering.

We have people involved with evalu-
ating and iterating ideas surrounding en-
gineering’s national identity through the 
ChangeLab. National identity. Can you 
even fathom that?

If you want to help, seek out chances 
to. Talk to these inspirations and they’ll 
enable you to make your mark. Do it up.

There are people in Carleton en-
gineering who party like rock stars. 
Can’t forget about that, right? The social 
aces, the life of the party. They say an 
engineer’s best friend is beer, after all.

Always trying to start a game of Yee 
Haw, begging you to slap their bag 
of wine, or singing our chugging an-
them. If there’s a party, they’ll be there. 
They’ll get the FSK tickets before any-
one else, and they’ll be the face of ridic-

ulous memories. The kind of stories that 
no one believes.

You could ask us about them, but re-
ally you should just come to one of our 
get-togethers. Brace yourself.

There are people in Carleton En-
gineering who have incredible jobs 
and co-ops. At age 20, did you think 
you’d be working on cutting-edge air-
craft? What about spending your work 
days on site, at Parliament Hill’s Centre 
Block? Programming the newest feature 
of a smartphone that hasn’t even been 
released yet?

If these are our jobs right now, im-
agine what you’ll be doing when you’re 
a professional. You’d be lying if you 
said that wasn’t pretty sweet. It may not 
be on your first try, but make connec-
tions, learn as much as you can about 
what you love & from every experience, 
and apply, apply, apply. You’ll get there. 

There are people in Carleton Engi-
neering who give their whole heart to 
their peers. The people who help you 
cram for your exam when they should 
probably be studying for theirs. The ones 
who carry you home after a night you 
got a little too rowdy. That facil or head 
that became your mentor, best friend, or 
roommate that you know would lie for 
you or cry with you.

These people will help you with an 
assignment on a bad day, show up with 
an iced capp when you feel like mud, 
or make sure you always have a beer in 
your hand on your Ring Day. Keep the 
engineers close, and always remember 
to treat others how you want to be treat-
ed. We’re a team.

Then, there are people in Carleton 
Engineering who do any and all combi-
nations of the above. That’s most of us 
here. Hey, hi, hello.

People tell us we’re crazy. People ask 
us if we sleep. People say they don’t un-
derstand—and they’re right: they don’t. 
You won’t understand C-Eng until 
you’re engulfed in it.

So, here’s to those guys and these girls 
who are. To the old fucks who were, and 
to the frosh who will soon be. This is an 
ode to all of us, the insane.

I guess all of this begs the question: 
what will be your story? Your combina-
tion? While you’re here, you might as 
well make it a great ride. You’re part 
of the family now, but your experience 
will be what you make it. This faculty’s 
a legend; this community a fraternity.

So, welcome to the madhouse. An ode 
to the insane. ;)

Julia “Safe Space” Dalphy
- ACSE V - 
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Writing an article about writing an article is so meta

One look at the res caf and I'd jump in a box, too4

ForeWord
It’s the start of a new year, which, as a 

writer, means eight-ish new opportunities 
to write something that will be mass-pro-
duced. This is exciting news. The purpose 
of this article is to hopefully give some 
pointers to the closet writers who have the 
creativity and the drive, but simply lack a 
bit of direction. The Iron Times writers of 
the future, if you will.

As a disclaimer, I, in no way, have any 
idea how to write the absolute perfect arti-
cle. The following is just mere suggestion. 
Viewer discretion is advised. See store for 
details.

Step One:
Pick a topic

Often the most difficult obstacle when 
writing an article (in my experience) is 
starting. Finding the right topic can be the 
deciding factor between whether or not I 
will be contributing to next month’s paper. 
I suggest thinking of when the paper will 
be published and what events will be tak-
ing place during that time.

For example, next month will be Octo-
ber, so topics could include spooky stuff or 
maybe Thanksgiving turkey leftover reci-
pes. Try not to dwell on topic-finding for 
too long, as procrastination will be your 
biggest enemy.

Step Two:
Content? Polls.

Asking a question is a great way to cen-
tre an article. For example, ask around 
campus whether people are team Instinct, 
Valor, or Mystic. Record the results and 
slap that shit into a pie graph. Readers are 
attracted to the opinions and positions of 

others, so why limit yourself to just yours?

Step Three:
Lists are your friend

Lists and step-by-step instructions are a 
great way to add methodology to a piece. 
It separates long, drawn-out paragraphs 
into friendly bite-sized tidbits. In addition, 
we’re all engineers here. We think in num-
bers, right? (Maybe?)

Step Four:
Get loose

Get loose. Don’t worry about grammar 
or improper nouns or any of that bullshit. 
Oh, and, like, swear sometimes. Not ex-
cessively, but a little ‘sentence enhancer’ 
here and there will give your article a cer-
tain edginess. Its loose, satirical nature is 
what gives The Iron Times its loveable 
nature.

Step Five:
Don'T worry about length

Short or long, try not to fret too much. 
The Iron Times is apparently very accept-
ing of articles of all shapes and sizes.

Step Six:
Finish it up

Don’t forget to add a title, a ‘written by: 
your name here’ and perhaps a little out-
ro if you’d like. As always, you can send 
your final article here:

irontimes@cses.carleton.ca.

Final Remarks
And as a final tip? Have fun with it. Writ-

ing should be fun, not forced. If things just 
generally aren’t flowing to you, put away 
the word doc and try another day.

I do recommend, however, starting and 
finishing your article in one sitting. It adds 
a consistent rhythm and thought process. 
In fact, this one was written in about 20 
minutes, I believe? Yeah. How bout that?

Anyways, I hope this little template is 
enough to get at least one person started 
on next month’s issue. I can’t wait to read 
it! ‘Til next time.

How to Write an 
Iron Times Article

Noah “Soundcloud” Pacheco
- AERO D III - 

by Marie Leunissen
- MECH II - 

Oscar the chocolate lab, originally 
from Etobicoke, refuses to leave his box 
after realising he’s going to have to get 
his own food from now on.

His parents have been spoiling him 
rotten over his childhood. Letting him 
have the leftovers, giving him bacon; the 
works.

But one look at the residence cafeteria 
and he jumped back into his box, wait-
ing to be shipped home.

“University is scary,” Oscar said in an 
interview with the Iron Times.

“You have to wait in line. There’s no 
bacon anywhere. How am I supposed 
to get the leftovers if it all goes into the 
garbage?”

At that point, we couldn’t get a re-
sponse out of him. His whining became 
too loud.

Luckily, a friend of his from residence 
came out because of the loud cries and 
gave him some of his mom’s homemade 
sausage.

Oscar is expected to make it out of the 
box by Beach Day.

Last Sunday, Dolly trapped her 
roommate Maxine in her basket to 
get access to the dryer in the Stor-
mont laundry facility.

According to Dolly, she’s a very 
bad roommate.

“Oh, I can’t stand it!” Dolly cried. 
“She leaves her clothes everywhere. 
The sink is caked with toothpaste 
and gunk. She paints at all hours of 
the morning and she never—and 
I mean never!—takes her laundry 
from the laundry room.”

At her wit’s end, Dolly finally 
snapped when she was waiting for 
hours after a dryer that said it was at 
zero, but still had clothes left in it.

“The laundry room is always busy 
on Sundays, so letting your clothes 
just sit there and not be put away? I 
was furry-ous!” Dolly explained.

“By the time she came down to 
pick up her clothes, I was ready to 
have a cat fight!”

The residence fellow came down 
after a few minutes of their brawl. 
Maxine was easily contained in the 
nearest basket. The residence fellow 
initially banned her from the laun-
dry facility, but seeing as they are 
a necessity, he quickly changed the 
punishment to going to do laundry at 
different times.

“That’s cool,” witnesses heard 
Maxine reply. “I’m normally up at 3 
am, anyway. Should be easy to avoid 
her.”

Looks like Dolly made a basket 
case to get a new roommate.

Toronto Lab Regrets 
Decision to Move 
Away from Home

Dolly Almost Banned 
from Laundry Room 

After Catnapping 
Friend
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You know nothing, Jon Snow 5

Greetings, lovely engineering stu-
dents (and anyone else reading this 
silly paper.)

As a relatively experienced student 
here at Carleton in the engineering 
program, I am hoping to use this 
snazzy paper to provide you wonder-
ful people with some advice to better 
your time here at Carleton. And by 
advice, I mean that I fully intend to 
use these articles as both something 
to keep me busy during the next 
8 months of my Co-op, as well as 
something to rant to regarding all the 
lovely frustrations I have gathered up 
in my soul.*

Enjoy!

*Read as: Rant article. These will be 
rant articles, fully rants, nothing but rants, 
never not rants. Because besides formal 
lab reports, ranting is the only other style 
of writing I seem capable of.

Administrative Woes: 
Eng-splaining

You did your research, went on campus 
tours, read all of the Internet forums and 
watched all the corny, outdated YouTube 
videos. You’ve questioned yourself, ques-
tioned your friends and family, questioned 
the reliability of Internet quizzes claiming 
to “know” what university you should go 
to. You’ve made the tough decisions and 
you’ve made it to Carleton! 

Exciting, right? It’s been a real roller-
coaster of stress and emotions. You’ve 
put a lot of work in and you deserve to be 
proud, right?

Well, yes and no. It is fine to take pride 
in your academics, just be sure to keep 
that pride in check. You are allowed to be 
happy and excited to study engineering (or 
any program, really.)

It might come as a shock to you, but you 
are not that special (sorry to burst your 
bubble.)

Did you know that there are almost 1300 
incoming students to Carleton’s engineer-
ing faculty? Did you know that most of 
these students had really good grades in 
high school? They were those kids: the 
ones who didn’t have to pay attention in 
class but still aced the exams. The kids 
who were surprised when they only re-
ceived a 95% on a test because they usual-

ly don’t get anything less than a 98%. The 
kids who made your high school guidance 
counselors excited because they were ac-
tually going to apply to university and get 
accepted! (Though that might have just 
been my school—we didn’t get a lot of 
university goers.) Many of the students in 
the engineering programs here are quite 
smart; the only problem is that they know 
it, too.

And this is where we come to certain 
phenomena that I have noticed happen-
ing with the engineering students here. 
There seems to be some sort of behavioral 

change that happens as soon as a student 
is accepted into an engineering program. 
You can see it when they come to campus: 
their heads are held high, they have a bit 
of smugness in their smiles, and they have 
this look in their eyes that almost suggests 
they feel a little more important than their 
peers. 

Now, these things may seem unnotice-
able to the untrained eye, but there is one 
thing that can definitely identify an en-
gineering student, even if you can’t see 
them. Eng-splaining.

What is Eng-spaining, you ask? 
Well, you know mansplaining, that 

thing where someone—typically a man—
is explaining something to someone—
typically a woman—in a condescending 
or patronizing manner? Well, I’ve found 
something worse: Eng-splaining. 

Eng-splaining is that thing where some-
one—typically an engineering student—is 

explaining something to someone—typi-
cally an administrator in one of the many 
offices on campus—in an extremely con-
descending or patronizing manner. 

Eng-splaining can be committed by al-
most anyone in the engineering student 
body, male or female. It has a tendency 
to pop up near deadlines or important due 
dates, when an engineering student may 
be under some pressure, and can gener-
ally be seen more often in what the cul-
prit feels is a non-engineering audience 
(though it’s hilarious when someone tries 
to Eng-splain to engineers.) Eng-splaining 

happens when some hot-shot 
engineering student feels the 
need to rub in the fact that 
they are, in fact, in the engi-
neering program. This stu-
dent may be Eng-splaining to 
their friends about how much 
work they do and how very 
difficult their classes are. Or 
this student may be listening 
to their roommate complain 
about some homework and 
then scoff at how easy that 
non-engineering roommate 
must have it. It even happens 
when a student is arguing with 
someone in an office here at 
Carleton, where the student is 
insisting that “you don’t un-
derstand; [they are] in an en-
gineering program, don’t you 
know?”

Now, I’m not saying you shouldn’t be 
able to explain yourself or your situation. 
If you’re meeting someone new, you might 
want to tell them about your program. If 
you are talking with your grandparents or 
extended family, you might want to give 
them a rundown of what your program 
is about. Heck, if you are on campus and 
talking with some new friends you made in 
the library, you might want to give a quick 
synopsis of your engineering program. 
But you do not get to be condescending in 
any of the aforementioned conversations.

Do not come into university thinking 
you know everything. Just don’t.

You know nothing. You are starting at 
the bottom. Everyone else here knows 
more than you, even the people in the oth-
er faculties. You are a fetus in the womb of 
post-secondary education.

Do not go through life thinking that you 
are better than anyone else. Everyone is on 
the same playing field here. Here, we are 
all students, we are all intelligent, we have 
all made it to university, and we are all just 
doing our best. And guess what? There is 
no “better” program here. Just because 
you are good at math and science doesn’t 
mean someone else’s strength in English 
is less valid.

You are going to be a lot more tolerable 
as a person if you are able to acknowledge 
the strengths in others instead of just pa-
rading your own perceived strengths in 
everyone’s faces.

-end rant (for now)

<rant>

</rant>
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NOCUSA... YCUSA?6

People always say to learn from 
your mistakes. Instead, I suggest you 
learn from my mistakes.  It’s a lot 
funnier, and you hopefully will save 
yourself from actually being able to 
write an entire column about all of 
them.

If you’re a first year, or an upper 
year who hasn’t seen the light of day 
since then, you’ll probably notice 
the inseparable bond between engi-
neering students and beer. And what 
better way for showing our love for 
the drink, than to all get together and 
enjoy that blessed cold beverage at a 
house party.

Now, coming out of high school, 
you may not be very experienced 
with alcohol. That’s perfectly all 
right!  Or, even worse, you could be 
experienced and now think yourself 
invincible.

(Pro tip:  Don’t challenge an upper 
year to a drinking contest!)

Whichever you are, I will tell you 
about my experience drinking with 
these fine people at my first Eng par-
ty, the sloppiest of Sundays.

It started just like any other party 
would start. The first years would get 
together with their friends, possibly 
crack a few brews beforehand, and 
head out from campus hoping that 
someone in their group knew where 
they were going and when to get off 
the bus.

Seeing as high school took me 6 
years to finally get out of, I would 
have said I was a pretty proficient 
drinker. I knew to eat a good meal 
beforehand, drink water periodically, 
and what my limit was from trial and 
error.

Unfortunately, all this great prep 
went straight out the window as soon 
as I arrived at the party. Within the 
first 20 minutes, I had downed 5 solo 
cups of Purple Jesus, a magical grape 
drink, and just kept pounding them 
back. Some Yee Haw here, a pong 
game there, drinks passed around in 
the House Cup, and even a phone call 

from my parents later, I was beauti-
fully dickered.  

Now, it may come as a surprise to 
the people who have partied with me 
since, but I wasn’t able to finish a 
full beer in one sitting until just be-
fore university. I would always have 
to put it in the fridge to cool it back 
down because I nursed my beers hor-
ribly.

So, when I was asked if I had want-
ed to go into the backyard and shotgun 
a beer, I knew that this wasn’t going 
to end well. After some convincing, I 
stumbled into the backyard. 

A group of us were given some 
cans and we were off. As the first per-
son finished their beer, he threw it on 
the ground in triumph. Another first 
year in our circle saw this and threw 
his half-finished beer down, thinking 
that when one person finished, we 
were all done. Don’t do that, kids. 

But don’t do what I did either. As 
soon as I finished, I knew things wer-
en’t sitting right. I looked up, opened 
my mouth to say something, and pro-
jectile vomited.

Unfortunately, the upper year that 
gave me the beer was directly in my 
path. The force of the spew caused me 
to vomit from his knee, up his body, 
to his opposite shoulder. It wasn’t a 
pretty sight.

As the night went on, I continued 
vomiting and people started heading 
home. I decided that I really needed 
to get home as well. So I hopped on a 
bus and went. This was a good idea, 
but I didn’t have someone looking af-
ter my sloppy self, as I really didn’t 
know anyone yet. 

Now, I don’t remember much of 
this night, but I do remember getting 
on the bus, nothing, and then the bus 
being empty as police and paramed-
ics were questioning me because I 
had vomited all over the place. There 
was also a guy beside me who was 
out cold. Don’t do that either.

To all the other first years on that 
bus, I’m sorry for being the reason 
you had to walk home, but that was 
a $65 public intoxication ticket I will 
never repeat!

So, if you plan on making every 
engineering event until you graduate, 
or the one Chick Drink to let your 
inner sexy lady out... *cough* An-
drew “Johnstom” *cough* ...I hope 
that you learn from my fuck-ups and 
don’t die.

Pace yourself, hydrate, eat, know 
your limit, seek help from friends, 
and HAVE FUN!

Edited by Nicole “PG” Mackin

Jordan “Not So Slim Shady” Stumpf
- ELEC III - 

I Fucked Up

You heard it here first! This morning, Car-
leton’s dearest student union, CUSA, an-
nounced that they plan to “update” the asso-
ciation’s name.

No one was on scene before the Charloltan 
(could that be because nobody else cares?) so 
we asked the pressing questions. When we 
talked to CUSA’s VP Damage Control, we 
were assured that the change is not actually a 
change—just an “update.” Alright, then. Here 
is the shortlist of names, as per the official an-
nouncement:

Karleton University STudent's 
Association (KUSA)

At least this pumps up the accuracy. Only 
if the “K” stands for “Kuality,” though. If 
they just retroactively can’t spell, we’ll pass 
on this one.

Not Ottawa U's STudent's 
Association (NOUSA)

I mean… I guess they’re not wrong. What 
the fuck’s a GeeGee, right? Gonna have to 
add the French name, too, for this to be ko-
sher.

Your Carleton University's 
STudent's Association (YCUSA)

Also not false. Anyone who’s had to endure 
a single minute of a CUSA election season 
feels this one... Are they taking it a little too 
far? (Is there such a thing as too far?) Why 
does no one else think this isn’t normal…? 
When does it end? So many questions.

Carleton University Students' 
(CUS)

Didn’t get this one at first. Not sure if it’s 
to seem more relatable, or to represent the fact 
that CUSA is just like the average universi-
ty student: shows up, convinces themselves 
they’re useful, tells themselves they’ve earned 
a break “this time,” and avoids commitment & 
confrontation. Aren’t you great?

Fahad's University Student's 
Association (FUSA)

Clearly hasn’t ended yet. I guess these 
names really do add accuracy.

Carleton University Student's 
Association Plus (CUSA+)

To include not just everyone, but also 
everyone? Don’t just try to be trendy, CUSA. 

After an age-old rivalry (recall: us stacking our paper on theirs around campus—for the 
greater good, really—and them being jealous about being the less-funny campus paper), the 
Iron Times is happy to partner with the Charloltan this year. This special monthly column 
from the Charloltan will highlight the biggest news around campus. ‘Cause someone’s gotta 

report the real news, we guess—we just said “sure.”

This Month’s Breaking News:
CUSA Changes its Name (Sorta!)

Equity isn’t a joke. Neither is math. Every 
operator is important, including “ - “, “ * ”, 
and “ / ”.

Cornell University Student's 
Association Plus (CUSA)

Bold move. I feel like they won’t appre-
ciate that. Our law school can defend us, 
though. Oh, wait. (It’s okay though, CUSA 
loves lawsuits—at least we have the experi-
ence points.)

Carleton University Poké 
Association (CUPA)

Again, trendy. Ugh. We all know you 
would have picked Bulbasaur. Stop trying 
to be in with the kids—do you also “use the 
Twitter?” Stawp.

(FUSCIA)
Wait, isn’t this just a colour? Like, pink? 

There’s no long form for this one? Did some-
one fuck up? Let’s get back on track, please.

Carleton University Student's 
EHssociation (CUSEH?)

Patriotic, eh? In an effort to be more Canadian, 
patriotism is more important than spelling (or are 
we just gonna call this the “Canadian” spelling?) 
Were the Olympics recently or something?

We asked average Carleton students for their 
thoughts on the issue; they had some interesting 
thoughts. Joe Student, a 6th year Political Science 
student, says that “the name update is overdue—
CUSA needs to represent ALL students at Car-
leton.” Thanks, Joe.

Sarah Jones—first year criminology student— 
couldn’t recall what “CUSA” was, but upon ask-
ing her where she got her token (free?) “CUSA” 
t-shirt from, she recalled frosh week (yup, free) 
and noted that “yeah, it seems like a super funda-
mental organization.” Hm.

Third year mechanitronical engineering stu-
dent Dan Clark said he “didn’t give half a shit;” 
we didn’t expect much different from a dude in 
a navy blue one-piece outfit and purple tinge to 
the skin (we’re surprised he didn’t avoid us in the 
Atrium!)

Though it’s a pretty long shortlist, surely it will 
be narrowed down before being proposed to the 
CUSA Council (who makes all the decisions.) 
Once the CUSA Council debates and votes on it 
receives a recommendation and then approves it, 
we will report back the result. Stay tuned!
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Who said anything about growing up?!

Never wash red flannel sheets with anything else. ever. 7

Greetings and salutations C-Eng! 
Last year, I took on the task of an-
grily ranting about relationships in 
my Iron Times column and by the 
end of the year, I was completely out 
of things to complain about. This, of 
course, meant that I needed a new 
topic for this year’s column since it 
would be crazy for me not to write 
one (that would be such a waste of 
my bussing time.)

The thing about this year is that I’m 
on co-op. As I find myself not return-
ing to school this September for the 
first time ever, I can’t help but realise 
how woefully unprepared I am to be 
associating with real adults on a reg-
ular basis. It’s because of this that I 
have decided to dedicate my column 
to hypocritically teaching you how to 
be an adult, with advice that I most 
definitely don’t follow and proba-
bly isn’t even that good. So, without 
further ado, how to adult like a real 
adult!

Laundry
Regardless of where you’re from, 

you’re not really an adult until you 
start doing your own laundry. By this, 
I mean doing your laundry before you 
reach your last pair of clean socks, 
underwear, or whatever is limiting 
in your wardrobe (and no, you can’t 
wear the same socks twice. That’s 
cheating, even if you turn them inside 
out.)

Now, university is when a lot of 
people start doing their own laundry 
for the first time (I’m looking at you 
first year res kids or anyone else that 
recently moved out of their parent’s 
house) and by happy coincidence, it’s 
also the same time that people stop 
wearing clean clothes on a regular 
basis.

So, let’s assume you’ve all said 
goodbye to the magical laundry 
hAMPer at home and are now liv-
ing on your own for the first time. If 
not, let’s at least assume you have to 
wash your own clothes because your 
parents have decided that it’s time 
for you to become self-sufficient or 
something like that.

First, let’s talk timeline. As I already 
mentioned, the adult laundry time-
line includes a laundry cycle before 
you run out of any kind of clothing, 
whether that be socks, underwear, 
pants, shirts or the ceremonial robes 
that you wear while praying to the 
engineering gods for a passing grade. 
This means that if you have enough of 
everything to last you a week, you’ll 
be on a one-week laundry timeline. If 
you have enough for two weeks, you 
can put off doing your laundry twice 
as long before it becomes sad.

This leaves you with two options: 
do your laundry on time like a real 
human or buy a ridiculous amount of 
clothes so you only have to do laun-
dry once per semester.

While option number 2 is definitely 
tempting, especially during midterm 
season, it’s not exactly friendly to the 
student budget... Or the working per-
son’s budget, for that matter. So un-
less you’re super rich, you’ll proba-
bly end up having to do your laundry 
at least once a month like a peasant.

Now that we’ve established that 
real adults spend way too much of 
their time on laundry, let’s talk about 
actually washing your clothes.

Before you even wash anything, 
there are several steps you have 
to follow. First, you have to turn 
everything inside out. Don’t ask me 
why, but it’s just something that’s 
done. Every time I’ve asked an adult 
why they do it, they just look at me 
in shock and yell something about 
proper cleaning, so I’ve just come 
to accept it as a mysterious truth that 
science has not yet explained. 

Next, you have to separate your 
clothes into darks, lights, and del-
icates. This one I know is meant to 
avoid color bleeding or damaging 
of your delicate clothing. To be a 
full adult, you would be expected to 
strictly follow this sorting regiment.

Of course, doing that means that 
you have to do three times as many 
loads of laundry (which, let’s be hon-
est, nobody has time for) so I always 

end up throwing everything into one 
load, hoping for the best and telling 
my mom that I successfully sorted 
my clothes (since she’s probably the 
only one that would mind if I didn’t.) 
I don’t know about you guys, but my 
clothing is cheap enough that some 
color bleeding would probably not 
make it look any worse.

After that whole mess of sorting 
is done, you have to figure out your 
washing settings. Now, there are 
these convenient little tags inside 
your clothes which will tell you how 
you’re supposed to wash everything. 
Unfortunately, they tell you using re-
ally weird symbols that nobody ever 
understands. I don’t know how many 
times I’ve Googled what the triangle 
with the two little dots in it means, 
but I know it’s too many. My sugges-

tion: Google it twice, then improvise 
after that. Fake it till you make it! 
There’s no time for self doubt in the 
adult world!

Then just throw some detergent and 
fabric softener in the machine and 
press start!

Now that your clothes are washed, 
there’s only the drying left. Just check 
your tags to make sure everything 
can go in the dryer without shrinking, 
then throw in a dryer sheet and start 
up the machine.

So there you have it: laundry just 
like a real person! Follow my advice 
and you’ll have taken your first step 
into the realm of adulthood (a scary 
thought, I know) but have no fear, 
there’s plenty more things you have 
to master before you actually become 
a functioning adult.

Julia “Teabag” Psihramis
- ACSE IV - 
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It seems "That Drunk White Girl" has become slightly more educated

It's no coincidence that spilled wine looks like blood, kids

Hello, friendships. I hope you’ve 
all had an amazing summer full 
of music festivals and open-toed 
shoes! While some of you are re-
turning to start another magical 
year with C-Eng, many of you are 
just getting lost in Mackenzie for 
the first time. Now, because I am a 
second year, I’m going to go ahead 
and pretend like I know something. 
So, with that, I present to you my 
declassified school survival guide.

I teach you some:
•	 If you’re at Greenboro or Bay-

view, and there are people get-
ting off of the O-train, don’t run 
for it like an idiot. You have 
~10 mins until the train leaves 
the station.

•	 If you’re at Carleton and there 
are people getting off of the 
O-train, run for it, you idiot! 
Why are you even still reading 
this?! RUN!

•	 THE FRESHMAN 15 IS 
REAL. It’s not because of 

stress, it’s because there’s a Tim 
Horton’s inside your school 
now. Right there. Always. With 
muffins.

•	 Take all the free things! At the 
beginning of the school year, 
everyone is trying to give you 
free shit. Take it! Why the fuck 
wouldn’t you take it?! You’re 
gonna need pens and shirts an-
yway—why would you pay for 
them? Why? Just take the free 
stuff.

•	 If you are having trouble doing 
a lab, get drunk! Suddenly it’s a 
lot more interesting and you’ll 
ace it for sure! Drunk you is a 
lot smarter than sober you gives 
you credit for! Who thought of 
that amazing butterfly tramp 
stamp? That’s what I thought.

•	 “I am sooo tired” is not a con-
versation. It is a social crutch. 
Know who else is tired? Every-
one, so go drink some fucking 
coffee* and get used to it. Like 
Thumper says: “If you don’t 
have anything but ‘I am sooo 
tired’ to say, then you are liter-
ally human garbage.” I get it; 
you’re grumpy. You didn’t re-
alize that once you chose Team 
Instinct, you couldn’t switch, 
but that doesn’t mean you get 
to annoy the shit out of every-
one else.

•	 Tinder is fun, but HPV is forev-
er, kids! You get free condoms 

at RRRA. See the tip about free 
shit (hehehe, tip.)

•	 ^ Maturity is apparently op-
tional. Shut up. I’m legally an 
adult.

•	 If you get a best of 3/5 test deal 
in one of your classes, don’t do 
the first 2 tests. You’ll be nice 
and rested so that you can learn 
the entire course in a week for 
the last 3!

•	 Now is your time to experiment 
with your looks! You should 
get gauges! I riddle you to find 
me something more sexual than 
permanent giant skin loops that 
get all tangled up in your man 
bun. They make great holders 
for your all of your vinyl, and 
are awesome to keep your over-

sized glasses on when you’re 
hiking. Don’t worry about the 
cold months when you can’t 
longboard to class—just tuck 
them into your beanie!

•	 Reading week should be devot-
ed to reading the ECOR 1010 
textbook, as per tradition. Too 
bad the textbook doesn’t tell 
you a professor’s first car, eh?

Well, that’s it for my declassified 
school survival guide! I would say 
that you are all going to do fantas-
tically, but engineering has a high 
drop-out rate. I don’t like those 
odds. Talk to me when you pass 
PHYS 1004 and have a great year!

*Get it from Tim Hortons. Did I mention 
they have donuts?
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You know if it's coming from an alcoholic auntie, it's sound advice

If a first year you are, read carefully you should

It’s September again, which 
means a new, terrified batch 
of first years has arrived. 
Now, I decided to give y’all 
some tips and tricks I learned 
from my own experience and 
some from those around me. 
All advice can be broken 
down into basically two cate-
gories: advice your responsi-
ble mom would give ya, and 
advice your alcoholic wino 
auntie would give ya.

1.	 Poutine is great drunk food, so go to Oasis and eat 
those carbs (the chicken bacon ranch poutine is 
amazing, and yes, I know it sounds gross.) The great 
added bonus? The leftover poutine is great hangover 
food for when you wake up and literally just can’t.

2.	 Always have a cup of water around you when going 
to sleep after a night out. Morning you will be 
thankful.

3.	 That garbage can your parents sent you to university 
with will be an awesome “I’m not feeling too well” 
bucket for your suite/room.

4.	 Take care of and be nice to your drunk friends; trust 
me, they’ll return the favour. If you wouldn’t want it 
on social media, neither will they.

5.	 Don’t take advantage of your friends by always need-
ing to be taken care of. 

6.	 DO NOT DRINK AN ENTIRE MICKEY OF AL-
COOL. I DON’T CARE THAT YOU’RE A HEAVY-
WEIGHT! THAT SHIT IS 94%.

7.	 Make sure you know which is the canal and which 
is the river when getting off at Heron Bridge at night 
and walking to campus. Walking along the canal will 
mean you’ll have a path and you should get to cam-
pus in ten minutes. Walking along the river means 
there’s no path and you will walk through the forest 
‘til Bronson (and it will take you 1+ hours to get to 
campus.)

8.	 No one needs that entire mickey/box of wine/what-
ever else you might be hiding in places you didn’t 
think you could hide things. Trust me, I had vodka in 
a Tylenol bottle.

9.	 Never ask the rules of Yee Haw.
10.	On that subject, don’t play Yee Haw with hard liquor. 

Remembering your night is fun!
11.	Drunk people don’t always remember what shoes 

they came in, so wear something you wouldn’t mind 

losing… Or something that would be a trade-up, an-
yway.

12.	All drunk walks feel half as long as they actually are. 
True story. 

13.	The caf kind of assumes you’re gonna steal $80 worth 
of stuff… We do not endorse anything, but I always 
like to say “get the most bang out of your buck.”

Teo Blidaru
- BMED ELEC II - 

Things I Learned as a First Year

Tips & Advice from Someone Who’s Gone Through First Year

Alcoholic Auntie
Says:

Responsible Mom
Says:

1.	Poutine is also great late-night study food, and 
the next morning when you wake up 10 minutes 
before class starts, the cold poutine is a great en-
ergy-boost food.

2.	Do the practice questions that are assigned. Espe-
cially for Mechanics—literally every test/exam is 
the same as the textbook.

3.	Finish every lab, even if it’s not mandatory; it 
will help you understand things better.

4.	Talk to upper-years! They might have past exams 
or tips and tricks for studying/exams/life in gen-
eral.

5.	Be safe, have fun: rule number one.
6.	Play around with the Coca-Cola machines: it’s 

fun to make your own signature drinks and share 
them with your friends.

7.	Try to get into a schedule of cleaning/studying. It 
will make your life better, and will help you focus 
and become a better adult.

8.	Learn which battles are worth fighting, especially 
when living with people.

9.	Communicate with whomever you’re living with.
10.	Wait to buy your textbooks until your first class, 

at least. Buy older editions to save money since 
nothing big has changed, anyway (and buy used.)

11.	Kettleman’s is amazing; go whenever you have 
the time. If you walk there, you won’t feel as 
guilty about eating 30 delicious, straight-out-of-
the-oven bagels.
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Who knew there were this many girls in engineering?!10

As a newcomer to Ottawa, I wanted a way to make friends and find a 
community here. Joining groups like Engineers Without Borders and IEEE 
helped me meet people with similar interests, and also gave me a chance to 
learn new skills and develop confidence in myself. The things I’ve learned 
by taking on roles in the C-Eng community have helped me grow as a per-

son and will also give me an edge going into the workplace!

“What compelled you to get involved with the C-Eng community? How do you see this involve-
ment impacting yourself as a person and your future career?”

Rebecca Feddema
ACSE IV

Noah Pacheco
AERO D IIIMonica Ruttle

SOFT IV

Katie Miller
BMED ELEC II

Megan McEwen
ELEC II

Kevan MacKay
ENG PHYS III

Jonique Gardien
ACSE II

First year EngFrosh really got me involved. It created friendships 
that led to different clubs and societies that I would eventually be-

come a part of. The C-Eng community has opened so many doors for 
me and ultimately has taken a large role in shaping the person I am 

today.

The fact that I was entering into a small program (Arch-Eng) and 
I wanted to meet people and quickly make friends made me get 

involved in the C-Eng community. Now I have an insane amount of 
experience working in groups and I am excited to meet new people 

which makes my job so much easier!

Right off the bat, from the team of purple people moving me into Glen-
garry and yelling at me about engineering and unicorns, I had never felt 

so accepted. So I guess I’ll do more yelling in my career.

It was all thanks to EngFrosh. My university life would have been so 
drastically different if I had tried registering a week later (when it was 

full.) I did more in my first week of university than my entire last year of 
high school.

Getting involved in the engineering community really allowed me to 
expand my networking skills, and it gave me lots of opportunities to make 

new friends since starting university.

“Community, support, and new opportunities for beginnings, experiences, 
and leadership.”
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When I was a first year... Oh, wait. That was last year.

I don't like starter packs either, but this was too damn accurate 11

Your friends will pull you through: make them and keep them close.

I got involved because the C-Eng community has helped me lots already; 
I wanna give back my help and time so others can enjoy all the services 

offered by C-Eng. As for how this will help me in the future, getting 
involved means gaining contacts from within the industry, and making 

friends with people who are graduating or in your year.

Teo Blidaru
BMED ELEC II

Getting involved in the engineering community was the best decision I’ve 
ever made! Meeting new people, experiencing new things and having 

things to do other than studying can really enhance your university expe-
rience. There are tons of ways to get involved. Getting involved in your 

stream societies, CSES, or Leo’s management shows employers traits like 
leadership, responsibility, and social skills. So, explore your options and 

have some fun; school isn’t only for studying!

“What’s one thing you wish someone had told you when you were a first year?”

Kyra Bloomfield
BMED ELEC II

Everyone is your friend. Literally everyone. It is extremely 
difficult to find a person in the C-Eng community that would 
refuse to help a person in need. Just start with a simple “Hi.”

No one’s going to care if you sleep on that bench.

Don’t rent a house on the 111 route. Just don’t do it.

Don’t be afraid to talk to new people: all of you are in the same 
situation, and everyone else has been there once. Also, work hard 

so you can play hard later!

Don’t be afraid to be weird or show your excitement for strange or 
different things. University is huge and you are bound to find people 

who are just as weird (if not weirder!)

Treat school like a job. Set aside specific hours in your day where you 
are “at work” and spend that time in class or studying. Then once your 
work hours are done, you can take time off to relax or get involved in 

extracurriculars, knowing that you’ve done your work for the day. Don’t 
make the mistake of working every waking second (you’ll burn out) or 
telling yourself you’ll do everything on the weekend or at home (you’ll 

get behind and have to pull stressful all-nighters to catch up!)

No one needs an entire box of wine before Whirlwind…
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Be proud of your CPRT, Formula SAE, and Blackbird UAV teams 13
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There's societies... and then there's fooooood

Menu
A Message from the Director of Publications:

Hey, hey, hey C-Eng! Not only am I the editor-in-chief of the lovely paper 
currently staring you in the face, but I am also one of two Directors of Pub-
lications for the Carleton Mechanical and Aerospace Society a.k.a. CMAS 
a.k.a. the centre of the universe.

CMAS is an organization of the engineering students, for the engineering 
students. Boasting a wide variety of services from cheap printing, to answers 
for all your engineering-related questions (i.e. textbooks, all-knowing upper 
years), to invaluable assets to the engineering discipline, CMAS is the hero 
C-Eng deserves.

We will be hosting a variety of events throughout the year, such as our 
traditional movie nights, CASI lectures, and Industry Night. These will be 
publicized well in advance on our website, Facebook page, or around the 
Mackenzie 3300 block.

CMAS also has an official bimonthly publication, Geared Up, which covers 
all the latest and greatest news in the mechanical and aerospace industries. 
This publication is managed by the other Director of Publications, Katelynn 
Bolster, and can be reached at cmasgearedup.wordpress.com.

All of these benefits to the greater good of society come at a price, but be-
come a member and the discounts will abound. (Pro tip: Get your member-
ship while it’s cheap during the Carleton Expo after Academic Orientation! 
That’s September 6th, in case you’re too lazy to flip to the Events Calendar 
on page 19.)

Worry not—while CMAS is geared towards mechanical and aerospace 
students, it is our pleasure to serve all of Carleton’s fine future engineers. 
Keep an eye on the Facebook page to stay posted on what we’ve got going 
on in the not-so-distant future, or just drop by our office in ME 3346.

Catch you on the flip side, C-Eng!
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Props, Gaby and Emma, You guys are A+ VPS

A Message from the VP Internal:
A Message from the VP Social:

SCESoc, once defunct, is now alive and kicking!
SCESoc is an active community and society for all streams in the 

Systems and Computer Engineering department. Although being 
newly revived last year, we proudly offer many exciting events 
year-round, catering to both social and academic needs.

Regular study sessions, summer-time field trips, professional 
development panels, and friendly all-night programming compe-
titions are just the beginning of what we have to offer. This led us 
to receive the Student Group of the Year Award at last year’s CSES 
Reflections, an award we are planning to honour for years to come.

Furthermore, we have a quirky, friendly, and creative executive 
team and community that love having new members get involved, 
even those outside of our department. This year, look out for fun 
photo booths, themed movie nights, a resume roast, and a program-
ming competition with massive prizes!

Whether you’re looking to expand your knowledge, your profes-
sional networking skills, your array of cool departmental merchan-
dise, or your circle of friends, SCESoc is the place to start.

Hello, fellow humans! It’s your friendly neighbourhood SREESoc 
VP Social, Emma! I’m a fourth year Architectural Conservation and 
Sustainability Engineering (ACSE or Arch-Eng for short) student 
here to talk about SREESoc! SREESoc is Carleton’s Sustainable and 
Renewable Energy Engineering Society—if you’re new here, you’ll 
quickly learn that we really like acronyms.

The Sustainable and Renewable Energy Engineering Society is an 
academic, professional, and social group here at Carleton University. 
We strive to teach students and the public the importance of sustain-
ability and renewable energy while encouraging students to have fun 
and get involved.

We have many exciting events planned for this upcoming year. From 
networking nights, to design comps, grilled cheese (grilled SREEs!) 
and everything in between, we hope to run a variety of events that 
will interest all!

One of our biggest events, the Carleton University Green Energy 
Symposium (CUGES) is a full day event where we invite experts 
within the field of sustainability, infrastructure, energy and more to 
talk and engage with our students and the Ottawa public—also, who 
doesn’t like free food?

SREESoc isn’t just for people in SREE, it’s for anyone who has an 
interest in sustainability, energy, and green design. If you’re looking 
to get involved, SREESoc and SREESoc events are definitely a great 
way to start! We will also be looking for year reps to join our society 
(available to SREEs and ACSEs only) so keep on the lookout for that!

Emma signing off; stay green, my friends.
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Introductions
I’m not one to make a scene in 

public, but when I found out I got 
a Co-op job in France, everyone on 
the O-train knew it. Technically, it 
was a “conditional, tentative offer 
of employment, pending corporate 
& visa approval,” but damn, if that 
wasn’t one of my happiest mo-
ments to date.

What followed that email in late 
February was a rollercoaster 2 
months spent wrangling a youth 
exchange work visa (during exam 
season, of course!) followed by 16 
months of the most intense, educa-
tional, and rewarding experience 
of my life.

It was a pretty out-there co-op 
experience, so if you’re curious 
about the job, the French, or may-
be you’re even considering a co-op 
abroad yourself, then read on!

The Professional 
Experience

The job I was offered was as a 
Performance Engineer for GE-
CAS—General Electric Commer-
ical Aviation Services. GECAS is 
an aircraft lessor and the job was 
based in Toulouse, in the south of 
France (home to Airbus headquar-
ters!)

Aircraft lessors are like land-
lords; they buy large volumes of 
aircraft, everything from helicop-
ters to A380s, and then lease them 
back to airlines on 6- to 12-year 
leases. The advantages of leasing 
an aircraft, from an airline per-
spective, is flexibility, the abili-
ty to terminate leases during an 
economic downturn, reduction of 
maintenance and end-of-life ex-
pense on their aircraft, ability to 
grow rapidly without waiting in 
line for new aircraft, and—particu-
larly for smaller airlines—the abil-
ity to obtain aircraft with limited 
start-up capital.

The business model, from a les-
sor perspective, is one of scale and 
precision. Lessors own roughly 
40% of the current commercial 
aviation fleet, GECAS being the 
biggest, with over 1800 aircraft. 
This makes lessors extremely 

powerful when negotiating with 
manufacturers (primarily Airbus, 
Boeing, Bombardier, ATR, and 
Embraer), allowing them to get 
discounts for bulk purchases, as 
well as discounts on maintenance 
and spare parts.

But with such huge fleets, a pre-
cise strategy is also needed. Les-
sors invest huge amounts of time 
and manpower into understanding 
in extremely fine detail the exact 
value of a particular aircraft over 
its life—how much money it has 
the potential to make, how much it 
costs to buy, to operate, how it de-
preciates, what it’s worth to part-
out and scrap—and all of this fac-
tors into the eventual monthly rent 
being charged to the airline.

A lessor might only make a 2-3% 
margin on an aircraft over its 20-
year lifetime, but when the aircraft 
has a value of $200M US, with 
precision and scale, you can make 
enough profit to build a business.

As a Performance Engineer at a 
largely financial company, I was 
assigned to the Product Strategy 
team. Made up of 3 engineers, an 
economist, and two interns (myself 
included), this team is spread out 
globally with offices in Toulouse, 
New York, Ireland, and Singapore. 
With GECAS’s 450 person staff 
being made up almost entirely of 

Connor “Birdbath” Buott
- AERO A V - 

lawyers and accountants, it falls to 
Product Strategy to deal with eval-
uating and marketing the actual 
product—our fleet of giant metal 
birds.

Over my 16 months, I worked on 
28 different marketing campaigns, 
where I worked to place over 200 
aircraft of every type and size. Of-
ten, I’d be comparing the aircraft 
on offer to the airline’s current 
fleet, or perhaps the aircraft from 
another competing lessor.

I’d build an argument based on 
that aircraft’s flight performance, 
takeoff and landing performance, 
and operating economics on the 
specific routes that the airline op-
erates. Those performance argu-
ments would be baked into a larg-
er marketing pitch including “look 
how pretty our planes are!” and 
“look how much money you can 

Catching my breath in the 
French Alps, Canada Day 2016

16 Months Selling Airplanes in France
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lends itself to an atmosphere where 
employees have real influence over 
their working conditions.

Now, this nearly utopian labor 
code didn’t just appear—it is effec-
tively a constant and decades-long 
war between corporations and their 
employees, with the government 
acting as a referee (though a refer-
ee, in theory, is always working for 
the good of the people.)

We mock the French for their con-
stant strikes (and my God, they had 
a lot of them… for 2 months, every 
Thursday, the whole country would 
shut down in a general strike. ATC 
would just randomly walk off the 
job. Air France cancelled all of their 
domestic flights for a week. Twice.) 
But they are fighting admirably for 
their rights—rights that the gener-
ations before them fought equally 
hard to keep and likewise paid for 
with their tax dollars.

Here in Canada, we don’t know 
how good we could have it, but af-
ter seeing how the French can rail 
for months against a piece of legis-
lation, I’m not sure we’d have it in 
us to try.

Engineers in France
Engineering in France is set up 

effectively as trade schools—spe-
cialized engineering schools, usu-
ally with extremely close ties to a 
local company or research center. 
In Toulouse, this was Airbus: the 
local school engineering school 
INSA groomed most of their stu-
dents for Airbus or one of Airbus’s 

make with our planes!”
I learned an incredible amount 

about the commercial aircraft in-
dustry, from the specific flight 
characteristics of hundreds of air-
craft types, to the subtle nuanc-
es in strategy between airlines. I 
hope to detail more about the air-
craft industry in later articles, but 
I owe Cassidy this article tonight, 
so let’s move on for now!

Working in France
I can’t say that I had the true 

French work experience, as I was 
working in the 8-person satellite 
office of an American conglomer-
ate based (for tax reasons) in Ire-
land. But everyone in our office 
partook in the fabled 35-hour work 
week, as well as the 5-weeks (min-
imum) of paid vacation.

I worked in close proximity with 
employees from Airbus and other 
large French aerospace companies, 
and some of their junior engineers, 
less than 5 years in the compa-
ny, were already being given 10+ 
weeks of paid vacation, as well as 
vacation vouchers (steep discounts 
on flights, hotels, cruises, etc.)

The French made me bleed for 
my visa, but goddamn do they 
have an excellent working cul-
ture. From the benefits, to the pay 
(equal or better to Canada, espe-
cially when you calculate it on a 
per-hour basis), to the broad, em-
ployee-oriented labor laws… it 

Gazing up at the Pyrenees on the border between France and Spain

many subcontractors.
Engineering is not a professional 

degree in France; in order to be-
come the equivalent of a Profes-
sional Engineer, you need a certifi-
cation from the government for the 
particular engineering task you’re 
responsible for. It can get pretty 
tricky if your job involves a varie-
ty of different tasks, like certifying 
different types of components or 
structures… but hey, at least it’s a 
national certification!

While the engineering schools do 
offer more direct pipelines to em-
ployment than Carleton, I found 
that this meant that the schools 
gave a far more theoretical educa-
tion, leaving the applied training up 
to the employer. Many aerospace 
students I met had never performed 
a single lab and were blown away 
by the near 50/50 class/lab split we 
have at Carleton. They could grill 
me on proving the cosine law, but 
I stumped them by asking what a 
cavitating pump sounds like.

With their engineering schools—
and universities in general—being 
publicly funded (400$/yr tuition), 
as well as small and focused, this 
means there is no university cul-
ture, period. Universities are effec-
tively a small collection of lecture 
halls, and if you’re lucky, a small 
machine shop and a computer lab. 
There are no residences, no sports 
teams, no engineering societies, no 
engineering culture in general.

Now, this is based on the 3 engi-
neering schools in Toulouse, but I Admiring one of our 767 cargo 

planes from my office  window

gathered that it was much the same 
across France. So, we may pay 30 
times the price for our degree, but 
at least we get keggers!

Conclusions
TL;DR - Co-op was awesome; 

had fun; go abroad if you can.
In Canada, we are somewhat 

isolated—we have an extreme-
ly peaceful, reasonable, beautiful 
country, but it’s not until you get 
out and travel that you realize that. 
During my 16 months, France was 
hit by 3 massacres in the name of 
ISIS, a refugee crisis, Brexit, coun-
try-wide protests due to labor re-
forms, and WW3 nearly starting 
because of some drunk Russian 
soccer fans at the Euro Cup.

But I would go back in a heart-
beat. (Though, seeing as how I left 
on an expired visa, to get back in, I 
may have to swim.)

I think we all know the benefits 
of Co-op at this point, but I will 
add my two cents: Do it.

Even if it’s not in your domain (I 
was working for a finance compa-
ny!) and even if it’s not in the loca-
tion you had imagined (I was aim-
ing for Montreal), don’t be afraid to 
try something new. At worst, it will 
be a learning experience; at best, it 
will lead you to discover a path in 
life you had never considered. 
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Johan “Vin & Juice” Prent
- AERO B II - 

This summer, I had the privilege of 
attending my first conference as a part 
of the engineering community here at 
Carleton. Three other delegates and 
I traveled to Kitchener to attend the 
Annual General Meeting of the Engi-
neering Student Societies’ Council of 
Ontario, or ESSCO for short.

Now, with it being my first confer-
ence, I wasn’t sure what to expect. 
There were many other engineering 
schools in attendance, including (but 
not limited to) McMaster, Waterloo, 
Windsor and, of course, our hosts, 
Conestoga College.

When we arrived, we were the first 
school there. So, to fill time, we went 
out and searched for some flamingo- 
and pineapple-clad apparel (the pine-
apple and flamingo are both mascots 
of ESSCO.)

Upon our return to the Conesto-
ga campus, we were met with other 
schools that arrived. It soon became 
clear that many of the upper years that 
were attending the conference knew 
each other, either from prior confer-
ences or simply just being friends. 

After a spirited night of meeting 
people and getting acquainted with 
the campus, it was time to do some 
work.

The first day of the conference was 
a very insightful one. With numerous 
workshops, presentations, and round-
tables being carried out at the same 
time, I elected to attend the ones that 
would be relevant to me.

The first roundtable I attended was 
the roundtable on using social me-
dia to assist your engineering socie-
ty. This discussion was really useful 
for anyone who would be in charge 
of social media or would be planning 
events for their society (such as my-
self.)

The second roundtable I attended 
was perhaps my favourite and the 
most inspiring one. After I attend-
ed the social media table, I attended 
a session for incoming executives, 
which was led by other societies’ 
presidents and execs. This session 
focused on giving advice and tips on 
what to expect as an exec, how to be 
professional, and how to lead others. 

The driving point of the roundtable 
was that being an executive for a so-
ciety isn’t just about having a leader-
ship role, it’s about learning and self-
growth as well. Most exec and other 
presidents all agreed when it was said 
that one person cannot do everything. 
They all agreed that asking for help 
was the best thing someone could do 
if they were stressed.

Following this eye-opening discus-
sion, there were some presentations 
by Professional Engineers of Ontario 
(PEO) and Ontario Society of Profes-
sional Engineers (OSPE) on how to 
be a good leader for your society and 
engage prospective employers. After-
wards, it was back to the roundtable 
discussions.

The next topic was stressed exec 
and how to maintain a solid team on 
executive. All agreed that if someone 
was stressed, perhaps the best thing to 
do was to take a step back and focus 
on themselves for a few days.

As mentioned earlier, the exec on a 
society is a team, and as a team, there 
should be a support network within 
that. If someone is stressed, help them 
out; offer to do some small tasks for 
them so they can focus on the main 
things at hand.

Perhaps the biggest piece of advice 
that came out of this roundtable was 
that school comes first, and that being 
an exec is what you do, NOT who you 
are. Along with stress in an individ-

ual, stress can also be caused on an 
exec council, whether it be caused by 
someone not completing their tasks, 
or simply by exams.

On the second day, there were more 
roundtables on different topics. First 
up was a discussion on hosting engi-
neering conferences. Among many 
of the reasons to do so, the ideas that 
were discussed the most were confer-
ences on diversity, conferences for 
outreach to first years (like the First 
Year Integration Conference) and a 
conference to help build relations 
with other faculties.

Then I attended a roundtable all 
about frosh and ideas for schools to 
do during frosh. At this table, it was 
brought up that a school’s engineering 
society could get other Eng societies 
from the school to host mini events 
(kind of like our school’s engineering 
societies did for us during frosh.)

Another thing that came to light is 
that most engineering societies have 
a less-than-stellar relationship with 
their faculties. However, Carleton 
has a pretty good relationship with 
our faculty.

The afternoon of the second day 
consisted of a presentation from a 
man who goes by the name of “The 
Hacksmith.” You may have seen his 
videos on Facebook or YouTube, and 
trust me, he’s a great engineer.

His projects have ranged from mak-
ing Captain America’s shield to cre-
ating an exoskeleton that allows him 

to lift cars. And he does this all in his 
backyard. I suggest checking him out, 
as he’s sure not to disappoint.

After the presentation, we conclud-
ed the conference with the ESSCO 
2016/2017 elections. All in all, a fit-
ting end to the conference, as I was 
given an opportunity to see how the 
ESSCO elections worked and how 
other schools decided on an official to 
represent them.

Before I finish this article and let 
you get on with your day, I have a few 
words...

To any staff in the Faculty of En-
gineering: Thank you for allowing 
Carleton’s engineering community to 
grow and become the great group of 
people that it is today.

We may not realize it, but the fact 
that the faculty supports CSES in any 
capacity is truly amazing, because in 
some other schools, the engineering 
society is actually opposed by the 
faculty and this greatly hinders the 
students’ ability to feel like they be-
long in the engineering community. 
So, thank you. 

To first years: All I can say is, get 
involved. I’m not a very social per-
son, and would never have been in 
the position I am, had it not been for a 
friend who convinced me to apply for 
a position in CMAS with him.

So, it may be your first year, and 
you may not know any people, but the 
best way to fix that is to go out and 
say “hey” to other people. Odds are, 
they are just as nervous as you are at 
meeting new people and they will be 
happy that you approached them.

And don’t forget! The engineering 
community at Carleton is a big fam-
ily; you can approach any person in 
Minto or Mackenzie and I can almost 
guarantee they’d be happy to help 
you with anything.

To upper years: Don’t be afraid to 
encourage some first years into ap-
plying for a position. A simple “hey, 
I think you’d be great at doing this” 
means the world to some people, and 
who knows? You may have just in-
spired the next president of CSES, or 
any other engineering society for that 
matter.
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Sasha “Gone Fishin” Christie
- CIVE III - 

At ESSCO AGM 2016, I attended a 
wide variety of seminars and sessions that 
covered very different topics. The one ses-
sion that stood out to me in particular was 
called “Anti-Oppression 101” and hosted 
by Vanessa Raponi.

In this session, we discussed how easy 
and common it is for people to be oppres-
sive without even realising that they are 
doing it. The definition of oppression is 
that a majority has done something that 
results in the taking away of rights/priv-
ileges of another group.

There are many different types of op-
pression that exist and can be seen in 
schools. One example is ableism; this is 
discrimination against people who are 
mentally or physically disabled. An im-
portant note on this is that if someone has 
a mental disability, it may not be as obvi-
ous as someone who has a clear physical 
disability.This is why it is very important 
to be aware that these types of disabilities 
exist in order to be able to accommodate 
them.

Another prominent example in engi-
neering schools is sexism. Since the pro-
fession of engineering is predominantly 
male, there are strong stereotypes that are 
associated with it.

By being aware of these stereotypes, it 
is possible to avoid them, and possibly get 
rid of them altogether.

AVOIDING

OPPRESSION
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A message from your VP Social:

ESSCO Presidents' Meeting (PM) Conference

CFES Presidents' Meeting (PM) Conference

Engineering Jacket Fitting

I hope you all had an amazing summer! I have been working hard to 
plan most events ahead of time, so don’t be shy: come out and get 

involved. It’s a good time! If you’d like to know more about the events 
to come, go check out the newly revamped calendar in the 3300 

block, or better yet, visit mycses.ca for a detailed list and description 
of our annual events.
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Roads? Where we're going, we don't need roads!

this sunday evening, 
we’re sending you

The Atlantean Era The Greaser Era The Industrial Era

The Medieval Era The Mythological Era The Pirate Era

The Space Race Era The Viking Era The Wild West Era

Planning your trip:

Adding spirit:
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You're gonna want to know these people

don’t be a stranger! anyone involved in cses would be happy to talk to you about anything from directorships 
and event planning to volunteering at leo’s lounge, or just showing up to events. it all plays an important role 
in making engineering your family away from home. remember... everything counts for flightsuit stamps.

President
Julia Dalphy

VP External
Yannick Brisebois

VP Academic
Hailey Todd

VP Services
Mike DelayVP Internal

Cameron Wong

VP Social
Céleste Lalande

Welcome home (away from home), C-Eng! Are you ready 
for a great year? This summer, I’ve been busy working with 
our team to maximize what you can get out of CSES. We have 
goals, new ideas, and a great attitude! We’ve moved into our 
new office (3390 Mackenzie—come visit!), cracked down at our 
Summer Retreat, and are motivated to make this year the best 
one yet. We’ve reconnected with other Eng groups, hired many 
volunteers, and have revamped our branding efforts. September 
is a great chance to get to know all the extracurriculars available 
to you, explore the Centroid, and get involved early! Stay purple, 
C-Eng—we’re oh-so happy to see you again.

Hey Carleton Engineering! My name is Cylina 
El-Bouchi and I’ll be your VP Finance for CSES 
this year! My role is to be in charge of all of CSES’s 
financial tasks and affairs. This includes creating 
the budget, managing student group funding, 
allocating funding to respective events, and 
many more things you, as members, love and 
enjoy all year around! As VP Finance, my goals 
this year are to ensure accurate and complete 
financial records, boost financial transparency, 
and maximize student group funding while 
providing appropriate and fair allocations.  Feel 
free to come by the office or email me at any 
time if you have questions about anything 
related to finance! I hope you have a great year!

WHAT IS CSES?

the carleton student engineering 
society has been serving the 
students of carleton engineering 
for more than 35 years.
its goal is to provide its members 
with academic, professional, and 
social resources to help them make 
the most of their four (or more) 
years at carleton. if you’re an 
undergraduate student enrolled 
in a stream of engineering, you’re a 
member of cses.

3390 Mackenzie Building

VP Finance
Cylina El-Bouchi

Hey C-Eng! My name is Cameron Wong, I am 
in 4th year aerospace engineering, and I am your 
VP Internal this year with CSES. I am responsible 
for the inner workings of our society. This 
includes General Meetings, Elections, the First 
Year Conference, and more! This year I would 
love to help get incoming students acquainted 
with their new surroundings by creating more 
first year events, as well as continuing to update 
our Policy Manual. If you have any questions or 
suggestions, feel free to come by the office and 
say hi! Here’s to an awesome year!

Hey guys! My name is Yannick Brisebois, I 
am in my third year of mechanical engineering 
here at Carleton and also the VP External for 
the Carleton Student Engineering Society. 
What does that mean? That means I represent 
CSES and all the undergraduate engineers to 
all external organizations, including ESSCO, 
CFES, and PEO. My goal this year is to get more 
students to conferences, introduce a delegate 
picking committee, and establish better bonds 
between universities. If you see me around in 
the halls, don’t be afraid to say hi!

Hey C-Eng! For those of you who don’t know 
me, my name is Celeste and I am your VP Social 
for this upcoming school year. As VP Social, I am 
responsible  for planning and organizing all of 
CSES’s fun social events. These events include 
an engineering formal and semi-formal dance 
(Reflections and Whirlwind), EngFrosh Reunion, 
Charity LAN, and Trivia, just to name a few. Oh, 
and did I mention that the majority of these 
events are stamped? Meaning that attending 
will help you earn that flightsuit you’ve been 
dreaming about! If you have any other questions, 
just shoot me an email or stop by the CSES 
office. See you around!

Hey everyone! I am this year’s VP Services. I am in 
my 4th year of Sustainable and Renewable Energy 
Engineering (SREE). I am currently working with 
the General Managers of Leo’s Lounge to set up 
the POS system to hopefully avoid malfunctions in 
the future, and I am going to be introducing new 
swag throughout the year and bringing back some 
old favourites. I also plan to expand the Equipment 
Loan Program (ELP) so students are able to access 
more items, including higher priced/harder to come 
by items such as audio sets for networking nights 
and club events. Be sure to stay up-to-date with our 
social media to hear more! I look forward to a great 
year and encourage you to submit your input if you 
want to see specific swag or items added to the ELP.

My name is Hailey Todd and I am your VP 
Academic for the 2016-2017 school year! I 
am entering my third year of Architectural 
Conservation and Sustainability Engineering in 
the Structural stream and I could not be more 
excited to be serving you on CSES! This year, 
I hope to bring the C-Eng community more 
academic resources from CSES! I want to hold 
study workshops with tips to help you succeed 
academically and study parties to give you a 
fun break from studying! I also want to work 
to update our exam library and to always have 
it accessible, even if the website becomes 
unavailable. Thanks everyone, and I look forward 
to a great year with all of you. :)

VP Publications
Update:

This summer in the Pubs portfolio, we revamped the 
Passport and designed the 2016-17 Agenda Handbook 
(“cheat sheet” style—get one before they’re gone!) We also 
worked hard for our annual launch of this year’s Iron Times 
newspapers and launched a new branding scheme. Lastly, 
we’ve expanded our Media Team and are excited to keep 

our social media poppin’. (In case you didn’t know, we don’t 
actually have a VP Pubs; our President is covering for now. 
If you want to take on this role, be sure to run in our Fall By-
Election, coming up later this month!)



Distractions
Much societies. Very acronyms. wow.
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Aries

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Leo

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

Whoroscopes

Getting laid this month will depend 
entirely on whether or not you send 
that dick pic.

You’ll spend all month wining and 
dining that special someone, only to 
lose them during foreplay.

By the time this month comes to an 
end, you will have talked your way 
into (then right back out of) bed 
with at least one promising hook-up.

You decide that being covered in 
three different bodily fluids is a bit 
much for one night.

You realize that you may need to lower 
your standards unless you want to be 
conducting a one-man pleasure train 
again this month.

You try to keep it low-key for the first 
couple of weeks, but secretly everyone 
knows you’re a closet nympho.

Your life has become so cliche that 
you’re half-expecting a fortuitously 
timed visit from the pizza delivery man...

Be on the look-out for crabs dressed 
in hot girls’ clothing.

You’ve unsheathed the weapon a little 
prematurely in the past, but you’ve re-
solved that no one will run screaming 
from your bedroom this month.

You’re invited to your first three-
some... Someone’s got to hold the video 
camera!

Looks like you’ll have to buy a bunch 
of new toys, since nothing can keep 
your attention this month.

You know that the key to lasting all 
night is letting your partner do all 
the work.



Distractions
I'm just last in a long line of comic-swipers
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Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

Engineer Memes Polandball
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Last Call

- Footnotes -
Editor-in-Chief
Cassidy Lang

VP Publications
Julia Dalphy working over-
shift, basically

Issue Made Possible By: Apologies:
17 stressful lunch breaks
100 top hits of the ‘70s & ‘80s
8 instances of a comma having to 
be inserted after  the word “now”
3 previous editors’ long-distance 
assistance

...Sounds like a you 
problem. (Or at least 

an October issue 
problem.)

> Repellent against bugs and 
other pests

> You can make a hat, or a 
brooch, or a pterodactyl

> Protective layering be-
tween you and that nasty-ass 
parking garage during boat 
building

> Fashion a sail for afore-
mentioned boat

> Emergency coffee filters 
(beware the pretentious 
aftertaste)

> Substitute for your laxative 
of choice

> Lining for the floor at FSKs 
#savethesocks

> Fold into Japanese fans to 
use for cooling purposes on 
Beach Day

> Toilet paper (better than 
the res 1-ply any day)

> You could read it

USES for the 
CHARLATAN

I knew it, i ask too many damn questions

The Phantom Iron Times: This October

Special Thanks To:
Every contributor, as well as 
every reader. It’s because of 
you guys that this paper is 
the glorious tradition that it 
is. Stay rad, C-Eng! 

Hailing from: Hamilton “The Hammer,” ON (like	Windsor, but with 
more meth)
Your life described with a movie title:
The Astronaut Farmer
If you had to be a dessert, which dessert would you be and why?
A comically giant cookie so women would be all over me for some time, 
but then regret it and bail before I was all used up.
Describe your personal style in three words:
Geek, involuntary skinhead, sexy motherfucker [5 words, but I’ll allow it]
A song lyric that speaks to you on a spiritual level?
“It was in Bobcaygeon that I saw the constellations reveal themselves 
one star at a time.”	 -Bobcaygeon, The Tragically Hip
What’s been your proudest moment to date?
Watching my little brother graduate high school.
What holds the top spot on your bucket list?
Skydiving threesome (skydiving optional)
If you were to meet Justin Trudeau, what would you say to him?
Stop hugging fuckin pandas and fund spaceflight.
You can get away with one crime. What is it?
Streaking at a Toronto Argonauts game. Ticats for life, baby!
If you had to give up one of your five senses, which one would it 
be and why?
Taste, because my life is too fuckin salty.
Hit me with your best six-second horror story:
Such beautiful eyes. I kept them.

C-Eng Involvement:
	 EngFrosh 2012/13/14/15/16
	    (Frosh, Facil, Head x2, GroupCo.)
	 2014/15 VP Finance of CSES
	 2013/14 Iron Times Editor-in-Chief

Last Call
The Iron Man

Allan "Mood Lighting" Bassi
- aero d v -

Hailing from: Windsor, ON
Your life described with a movie title:
The Crying Game
If you had to be a dessert, which dessert would you be 
and why?
A sundae. They’re not the best, but they’re pretty good. 
Like, you don’t actively seek it out, but you’re happy to 
have it.
Describe your personal style in three words:
Shirley Temple Realness
What’s been your proudest moment to date?
When I got my first performance promo.
If you were to meet Justin Trudeau, what would you 
say to him?
Nothing that is appropriate for this paper.
You can get away with one crime. What is it?
An elaborate heist: stealing all of the French Impressionist 
paintings from the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
If you had to give up one of your five senses, which 
one would it be and why?
Probably smell. It’s linked to taste, but seems like the least 
impact on my life.
Hit me with your best six-second horror story:
We have run out of wine.

C-Eng Involvement:
	 EngFrosh 2012/13/14/15/16
	 C-Eng Musical 2013/14/15/16
	 Leo’s Volunteer

The Iron Lady
Holly "2012 Never Forget" Parrinello

- arch v -


