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Message to 
the Frosh

You come to Carleton with your 
virgin minds, lusting for knowledge 
of the world.  And after Orientation 
week’s orgy of excitement, you are 
ready to satisfy your throbbing urg-
es to learn.
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Welcome To
C-Eng 

As I sit my office after running into 
soon-to-be-frosh attending summer 
orientation, I can’t help but contem-
plate how much has changed at Car-
leton since my EngFrosh week... 11 
years ago (*GASP*).
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Girls are a problem. They are too 
distracting, and if you wish to get 
good grades, you need to concen-
trate on your studies. And if there 
are girls in your life, you won’t be.
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How Not To 
Pick Up Girls
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The Final 
Countdown

On July 8, 2011 at 11:29AM ET, 
the Space Shuttle Orbiter Atlantis 
blasted off from Pad 39A at Ken-
nedy Space Centre, Florida to carry 
out STS-135, the final mission of 
the 30-year shuttle program.

I should know.  I was there.
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Censorship offends me.

The Iron Times is a free publication of the 
Carleton Student Engineering Society. 
 Submissions are welcome from articles 

to photos, from news to entertainment to opin-
ions, and everything in between. Anyone may 
send their submissions, complaints, questions 
and concerns to irontimes@cses.carleton.ca

Editor-in-ChiEf
Nolan Hunder

Editors
Matt Molkoski
Gilles Messier
Josh Newman

Kristen Jerabek

From: The Editors <irontimes@cses.carleton.ca>
“An editorial is a piece of writing intended to promote an opinion or perspective.” We would like to seriously empha-
size this definition (pulled straight from Wikipedia) and reiterate that these opinions belong to their respective author 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of CSES as a whole.  

These editorials are meant to voice an opinion and not with malicious intent. In extension, none of the articles pre-
sented in the issue or this publication as a whole is not intended to be malicious is any manner. 

Thanks to all the writers that contributed.

 Welcome to the Iron Times, the Student Engi-
neering Society’s student-run newspaper. This is your 
newspaper: it is written, edited and put together by stu-
dents, for students. For those of you who don’t know 
me, I’m Nolan, the senior editor for the Iron Times, and 
I will once again be sacrificing much sleep this year to 
make sure we continue pumping out great new issues. I 
got this job because the old editor-in-chief got tired of 
me complaining and recognized that I have no life.  

 The Iron Times supposedly comes out once a 
month. However, truth be told it only comes out when 
we receive enough stuff to actually publish. What do 
we need sent in to publish? Anything: articles, pictures, 
comic strips, opinions on how your professor dresses, 
idle thoughts for the feedback loop, etc. How do I sub-
mit something to the Iron Times? Email your submis-
sion to irontimes@cses.carleton.ca, and provide your 
name, year, and program. What is the feedback loop? 
It’s the section at the end of the paper where you can 
anonymously give your random thoughts and one-lin-
ers. Articles submitted are great for advertising your 
upcoming event.  

 For those of you who are interested, we also 
need editors. Editors do not have to be English Majors: 
they can be anyone who is willing to take a crack at 
spelling-and-grammar checking, or – if you’re feeling 
ambitious – at photoshop and layout design. To be an 
editor, again send an email to irontimes@cses.carleton.  
This year I will be graduating so anyone interested in 
taking over this glorious position in future years, let me 
know as well.  If you’ve used InDesign before, it helps, 
but it can also be learned.  For Senior Editor position 
the time commitment varies week to week: the first two 
weeks not much happens as articles come in, the third 
week requires a little more time as individual articles 
get edited, and the during the last week before release 
very little sleep is afforded.

 That’s all from my end, so don’t forget to pick 
up the latest edition of the Iron Times. Latest editions 
can be found outside Alexander’s Office (CSES head-
quarters [Minto 2090 next to Bell Theatre]) and outside 
Leo’s (general hangout place: Mackenzie 3342 or sec-
ond floor by the Civil and CMAS offices.)

Message From 
The Editor

Nolan “Pi” Hunder
- AERO V -
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Gratuitous Amounts 
Of Downloads

“Banwitch”
- DC++ Admin -

 Hey! Do you wanna get fast download speeds? 
Try DC++! The file sharing software for people who 
need gratuitous amounts of downloads! With all new 
features like live chat, faster download speeds, and 
cake! Sound the alarm, you’re downloads are going to 
be uncomfortably fast!  What’s that? You want Myth-
busters? How about HD!? Made with Hyneman. Real 
Hyneman! Sharing!  You’ll be good at it! It’s a program 
for students! Studengram! Those aren’t your torrent’s 
speeds, those are internal speeds. Turbospeeds!

 Science, speed, science, speed, Megabytes, 
gigabytes, terabytes, more bites than your computer 
has room for! Your speeds will be so fast your ether-
net cable will be like “Slooooowwww doooowwwnnn” 
and you’ll be like “F-you” and kick it in the face with 
ANOTHER DOWNLOAD.

 You’ll have so many downloads, downloads 
just running all the time! Power clicking, power chat-
ting, power seeding, power typing, power linking, 
power pwning, power watching. You’ll have so many 
shows. 400 SHOWS. Give DC++ to your friends and 
they’ll be good at sharing. Make your friend’s shows 
download abnormally fast. They’ll download faster 
than streaming video. People will watch them down-
load and think they’re streaming. They’ll race against 
streaming video in a race with actual streams and it’ll 
not be a tie because the streams will be deported back 
to THE INTERNET!

 Hey, go with the sure thing. Don’t gamble on 
your TV viewing. Try DC++, the sharing program that 
make you AHHHH share AHHHH!

10 Things I Hate 
about the Carleton 

Engineering Musical
Kati “Saucy Beaver” Sidwall

- SREE IV -

I hate the way your song lyrics
Are full of shit-disturbing swears.

I hate that you cut your flight suits up
To show the women’s sparkly underwear.

I hate your loud-ass live rock music
With greasy throw-backs to the eighties

I hate that you sing rock ballads
About chloroforming the ladies.

I hate your brutal on-stage murders –
They gave me psychological damage.

I hate you so much that it makes me want
A mother-fucking ice cream sammich.

I hate that you have an awesome website
http://www.cengmusical.com

I hate that your sadistic cross-dressing protagonist
Reminds me of my Mom.

I hate the way that 613-407-KATI
Will answer my questions about the show when I call.

But mostly I hate the way I don’t hate you
Not even close, not even a little bit, not even at all. 

© 2011 Carleton Student Engineering 
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Pfft, competence is for people who don’t know how to delegate.

Exec Reports September 2011

EXEC REPORTS

 Hey C-Eng! HAPPY SEPTEMBER and HAP-
PY FROSH! My name is Jamie Barresi and I am the 
Carleton Student Engineering Society President for 
this year. I hope all you returning young engineers are 
all rested and ready for yet another year of school (yeah 
even though it means classes). For all you first years 
getting your first piece of the pie, welcome to Carleton 
University and your first year of Engineering!  Since 
most of what I have in the works for September is be-
hind the scenes dirty stuff (going over constitution and 
policy and starting to mark up where we need to make 
changes, staying friends with other on campus groups, 
etc, etc, etc.) I’ll keep my little bit short by wishing 
every one a good start to the year. To each and every 
person who might read this, I strongly encourage you 
to get involved in your Engineering Community, be it 
doing a shift in Leo’s or taking on a directorship. It’s 
people like you helping out that helps keep C-Eng the 
amazing and friendly place it is.  Those of you looking 
to buy Engineering Jackets, keep an eye and an ear out 
for sizing dates to come in late September, early Octo-
ber! That’s it for me folks, if you have ideas of anything 
you’d like to see us (try) and do for you guys this year, 
feel free to let myself or any of the other exec know!

 Hi everyone! For those who are returning, I 
hope the summer went well and I look forward to see-
ing you again ‘studying’ in Leo’s! As for all our new 
First Year students, welcome to Carleton Engineering, 
and don’t worry, it’s not as scary as it looks.  My name 
is Matt Molkoski, and I’ll be your Vice President Aca-
demic this year. This means that if you have any ques-
tions regarding classes, or academic complaints, you 
bring them to me.  I also have a few services to help out 
the students. The first is the Textbook Trade. This starts 
the First week of September, and runs all of September. 
It’s a way for older students to sell their textbooks and 
a way for younger students to get cheap books! It is run 
out of the CSES office, and is completely free – You set 
your own price and all the profit is yours!

 Finally, the last and most exciting thing I’m 
running is the Carleton Engineering Competition. This 
is a one day competition, Saturday October 22nd where, 
depending on which category you choose to compete 
in, you have tasks ranging from technical presenta-
tions, to design challenges where you design, build, 
and present a solution to a problem, to a parliamentary 
style debate! You have the chance to win prize money, 
and the first place team in each competition will travel 
to the Ontario Engineering Competition! Free pizza 
lunch the day of the competition.  Last but not least, if 
you are interested in getting involved in the society, I 
am in need of a Textbook Library Director as well as 
a Study Lounge Director. If interested, apply at cses.
carleton.ca or email academic@cses.carleton.ca.  And 
that’s all folks! Have a great start to the semester, and if 
you have any questions, about anything, don’t be afraid 
to stop me and ask!

 Hey C-Eng! If you’re new this year, Welcome 
to C-Eng! If not, Welcome back! I’m Kristen “Doro-
thy” Jerabek and I’m your Vice President External 
for 2011/2012. I am responsible for keeping ties with 
groups outside of CSES, and will serve as a point of 
contact for external organizations to liaise with our stu-
dents; groups such as the Engineering Student Societ-
ies’ Council of Ontario (ESSCO), the Canadian Fed-
eration of Engineering Students (CFES), Professional 
Engineers of Ontario (PEO), and the Ontario Society 
of Professional Engineers (OSPE). In addition I am re-
sponsible for selecting and leading the Society’s del-
egates to conferences run by these organizations, and to 
inform all of you about opportunities for involvement 
with those same external organizations.

 For my term this year I hope to increase the vis-
ibility of my position as well as increasing awareness 
of many of the outside organizations I liaise with and 
the conferences those groups run.  Additionally, charity 
initiatives which occurred in past years will continue; 
such as Movember and the LAN parties. There are 
many opportunities to go to conferences throughout the 
year, and don’t think that just because you haven’t been 
involved you can’t start now! All year I will be looking 
for delegates with a variety of previous involvement 
and skill sets to go to conferences all over Canada. If 
you have any questions about anything else feel free to 
ask! I may not know the answer but I’ll do my best to 
help you get in touch with someone who does! So, if 
you have any questions or suggestions for me feel free 
to e-mail me at external@cses.carleton.ca. Have a great 
year, and keep it classy C-ENG! Welcome Back Everyone, and for all you first 

years, welcome to Carleton Engineering. You may 
know me as spirit, but I am also your VP Social for the 
year. Basically it is my job to make sure you are hav-
ing fun. For September I have a few things planned for 
everyone. On September 18th, we will be having Eng-
bowl, so come out to Brewer Park and throw around 
some balls, maybe even kick them. Make sure you 
sign up for intermurals before all the spots fill up! We 
will have soccer, ball hockey, volleyball, and one more 
sport!  You may have noticed the giant calendar located 
on the board beside Leos, this is for event posters being 
held each month! If you’d like to post a poster, just head 
down to CSES with the poster and get it approved by 
an executive and then you are free to post it on the cal-
endar’s event date.  Any group looking to plan events, 
please email me at social@cses.carleton.ca and I will 
add you to a Google calendar that will hopefully have 
dates to all events throughout the year.  I’m also look-
ing for a family fun director, so if you’re interested in 
planning events such as Yuk Yuk’s, please email me.

 Hello people of Engineering and various other 
programs!  For those who don’t know me, my name is 
Kristen Van Den Tillaart and I was elected VP Services 
for the upcoming year. So just a heads up on what I 
plan to accomplish over the next year. I have select-
ed my new Leo’s General Manager: Kaeli Mulvaney 
Courtois, along with the other managers.  

 I will be working to improve the professional-
ism of the office, such as new countertops etc... I will 
always be working to improve and update the equip-
ment loan program.  I will do my best to constantly 
improve and maintain the Office, SGRC and Leo’s.  
Most importantly,  I want to get more use of the ser-
vices CSES provides , which means making you more 
aware of all the Services we offer.

 Hi guys! My name is Kevin Atkins and I am 
your Vice-President Internal for CSES. To highlight 
my most relevant past experiences, I was the VP-Ex-
ternal for CSES in the 2010-2011 term, I’m the Cana-
dian Engineering Competition (CEC) 2013 Co-Chair, I 
am currently Logistics for EngFrosh and I am entering 
my 2nd year as the National Capital Liaison of the Ca-
nadian Federation of Engineering Students. With these 
experiences I plan on ensuring the continuing success 
of the VP-Internal role. 

 On top of fulfilling my mandates, I am look-
ing to investigate an election process reform to increase 
voter knowledge by rearranging the times of the elec-
tions among many other possible changes which will 
be brought forward to the members.   If you have any 
suggestions or questions for me, feel free to e-mail me 
at atkinskevin2@gmail.com

President
Jamie “Invisible Man” Baressi

- SYSC IV -

VP Internal
Kevin “Assbeard” Atkins

- AERO III -

VP External
Kristen “Dorothy” Jerabek

- CIVE II -

VP Pubs
Caleigh “Paperbag Princess” Rutledge

- ENVE III -

VP Social
Erik “Caulk Tease” Willis

- AERO IV -

VP Academic
Matt “Soaker” Molkoski

- AERO III -

VP Services
Kristen “Hop Along” Van Den Tillaart

- MECH V -

 Hi, my name is Emily LeMay, I’m going into 
my third year of biomed mech, and I am your new 
VP Finance. For those of you who don’t know me 
you may be able to recognize me by the voice yelling 
NoOoOoOo in the halls of Mackenzie or in Leos or 
anywhere else for that matter.   As Finance, I have the 
super exciting job of making sure everything with re-
gards to the CSES accounts is accurate and in balance, 
as well as oversee student group funding. While I’m on 
the topic of student group funding (SGF), if you will be 
working on a 4th year project, or your extra curricular 
group would like some funding help, be sure to keep an 
eye out for SGF applications in the fall of next year to 
help subsidize your projects.

 I will also be looking for two directors next 
year to help me out throughout the year. I am looking 
for one person to act as my treasury director to help 
me with some of the day-to-day work, as well as an 
SGF director to help me organize all the funding ap-
plications. If you are interested in either directorship 
keep an eye out early next year in the Announce to 
find out when applications are being accepted. If you 
have any questions for me don’t hesitate to email me at  
elemay1@connect.carleton.ca . 

VP Finance
Emily “Lap Jumper“ Lemay

- BIOM III-

 Hey C-Eng! My name is Caleigh Rutledge, and 
I am your VP Publications for 2011-2012. I’ve been on 
CSES since first year, and I’m very excited to be on the 
executive team this year. I’ve got lots of plans for you, 
and I promise I’m going to try my utmost to make your 
publications interesting and informative. For Septem-
ber I’ve published your handbook and passports, and 
I’m currently reworking the entire CSES website with 
the help of my trusty webmaster, who I might marry. 
I’ve also successfully published this issue of the Iron 
Times, so look forward to the next 7, one for each 
month of school! With the IT, we’re always looking for 
writers, editors, and other help, so if you feel inclined, 
drop us a line at irontimes@cses.carleton.ca! 



Gilles “Nightstalker” Messier
- AERO V -
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New Poll: Should Canada make a Launch Pad in Estevan Point,  Cape Breton, or another one in Fort Churchill?

 On July 8, 2011 at 11:29AM ET, the Space 
Shuttle Orbiter Atlantis blasted off from Pad 39A at 
Kennedy Space Centre, Florida to carry out STS-135, 
the final mission of the 30-year shuttle program.

 I should know.  I was there.

 I had been planning to attend the final shuttle 
launch for some time. Originally the last mission was 
to have been STS-134, flown by Endeavour and sched-
uled for April 28. My initial plan was to take a road trip 
to Florida with friends after final exams. Unfortunately, 
scheduling conflicts caused this plan to fall apart. De-
spite the launch being pushed to May 16, I had insuf-
ficient time to organize an alternate trip. I thought I had 
missed the boat. Then, to my delight, NASA decided to 
fly Atlantis on the final mission in late June (Atlantis 
was originally earmarked to fly the STS-335 “Launch 
on Need” rescue mission in case Endeavour was dam-
aged). At this point I decided on the perfect travelling 
companion: my father, a fellow space exploration fa-
natic. Wary of launch delays, we waited until the last 
minute – when the July 8 launch date was essentially 
fixed – before booking our trip. We also arranged al-
ternate activities in Orlando in case the launch was de-
layed beyond our 6-day stay.   

 From the beginning, we knew ringside seats 
were out of the question. The closest seats to the launch 
pad - inside the Kennedy Space Centre – are not only 
expensive, but you have to enter a lottery just to be al-
lowed purchase tickets. Given the historic nature of this 
launch, we knew all viewing space within 6 miles of 
the pad would be packed. So instead we booked a bus 
tour to take us from our hotel to Cocoa Beach, 12 miles 
south of Cape Canaveral. This site would be more than 
adequate for viewing Atlantis’s ascent. Plus, being on 
Cocoa Beach would be a meaningful experience in it-
self; this was, after all, the beach where the early as-
tronauts took their families. Furthermore, in case of 
launch delays, we would still have a beach day. The 
plan was perfect.     

 We arrived in Orlando two days early. The 
weather was initially fair, but on the evening of July 
7th a torrential rainstorm rolled in. The chief NASA 
meteorologist forecast a 60% chance of the launch be-
ing scrubbed due to weather, a figure that improved 
slightly the next morning as the rain stopped. When 
we boarded our tour bus at 5AM, the cloud cover was 
still too thick for launch. But as we drove East towards 
Cape Canaveral, the dark clouds began to part slightly; 
clear sky appeared over the ocean. There was hope yet. 
However, we then encountered an unexpected problem 
quite divorced from the weather. Cocoa Beach lies just 
south of Cape Canaveral AFB, but – to our surprise – 
the bus passed by it completely, continuing past Pat-
rick AFB and through Melbourne. We grew concerned, 
having assumed that the tour director knew where he 
was going. Thankfully, a Texan woman began griping 

that we were 35 miles from the Cape! A furore erupted 
from the group, who began angrily phoning the tour 
company to complain. Under this onslaught, the driver 
turned around and drove back to Cocoa Beach. It was 
the only time I have been thankful for the presence of a 
loud-mouthed Texan!  

 After being handed paltry complementary 
lunches by the tour director (who, like any good sleazy 
salesman, always smiled and never apologized), my fa-
ther and I set off down the beach, hoping to get as close 
to Cape Canaveral as possible. Encouragingly, the sky 
continued to clear, but a disconcerting grey haze still 
hung over the Cape. Undeterred, we set up our beach 
mat and waited for the 11:26 launch time. We spent the 
next two hours swimming in the beautiful surf, which 
made wait all the more bearable. As the haze slowly 
but surely evaporated above the Cape, we tried using 
our cameras’ zoom functions to locate the launch pad. 
Alas, we could make out few details at this distance. 
At long last, however, the launch time arrived. One by 
one, the beach-goers rose in silence and turned towards 
the North, aiming thousands of cameras towards the 
thin black line of the Cape. As the seconds ticked ago-
nizingly by, someone in the crowd called out the count-
down from their smartphone. Finally, they reached 
zero.

 Silence. Nothing. We scanned the horizon 
for the faintest flicker of flame or puff of smoke. We 
listened for the roar. But the only sounds were the 
pounding surf and squawking gulls. A creeping sense 
of dread and disappointment came over us. One of our 
tour group members had attended a launch which had 
been scrubbed three seconds before liftoff; had the 
same thing occurred here? Thirty seconds ticked by. A 
minute. Suddenly, someone else began counting down, 
starting at 15 seconds. We all restarted our cameras.

 Then, above the roofs of the beachfront hotels, 
we saw it: a small tail of orange, licking flame rising 
into the hazy sky, trailing a billowing column of dense 
white smoke. Everyone cheered and applauded as the 
brightly burning dot arced over the beach. The shuttle 
dodged in and out of the scattered clouds as it raced ever 
faster towards the heavens. “Go, go, go!” I cheered, 
grinning from ear to ear. It was a thrilling, momentous 
sight. But it was over all too soon. The shuttle, soar-
ing out over the sea, soon disappeared into the thick 
cloud cover and was lost from view. But Atlantis left 
one parting shot: as it punched through the sound bar-
rier, its sonic boom pounded down through the clouds 
and roared across the beach like thunder. Then, as sud-
denly as it began, it was all over. The pounding waves 
reigned once more. Only the massive column of smoke 
still towering overhead testified to the awesome spec-
tacle that had just taken place. 

 It took some time for the magnitude of the 
experience to truly sink in. It is still difficult for me 
to believe: I witnessed history on that day, for what I 
experienced will never be seen ever again. With the 
touchdown of Atlantis on the Kennedy Space Centre 
runway on July 21, the venerable space shuttle program 
officially ended. It is a strange and sobering fact, one 
that was driven home when I visited the KSC several 
days later. There I saw Pad 39A from where Atlantis 
was launched, still blackened from the heat of its en-
gines. Nearby, pad 39B was being dismantled; Pad 39A 
will soon meet the same fate. It will have its shuttle ser-
vice structure removed, converting it to a bare “clean 
pad”. In this state it will await the next generation of 
NASA manned space launchers. They will never see 
another shuttle again.    

NEWS
The Final Countdown

 I am indescribably glad to have made that trip, 
and to have witnessed such an event at least once. As 
an aspiring rocketry engineer, I can confidently say that 
there is nothing quite like experiencing the flame, smoke 
and thunder of a real launch. I would recommend it to 
anyone. But short of travelling to Kazakhstan to see a 
Soyuz launch, all we can do now is wait for whatever 
future spacecraft are coming down the pipeline. 

 So here’s to the future. I can’t wait!

 Postscript:

 I later found out the reason for the 1-minute 
launch delay. One minute prior to liftoff, the count-
down is transferred from Mission Control to the Orbit-
er’s onboard computer. When this occurred, Atlantis’s 
computer halted the countdown because an external 
camera (used to detect damage to the Shuttle’s thermal 
tiles) had malfunctioned. Mission Control overrode 
the computer and the countdown resumed one minute 
later. 

September 2011
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Ideas: There are good ones, bad ones, and groundbreaking ones.

September 2011

 Dear First Years, 

 I’m Caleigh. You may have already met me 
somewhere (Leo’s, Frosh Week, the cafeteria, some-
where random on rez…), but if not, I’ll introduce my-
self. I’m a Third Year Environmental Engineering stu-
dent here at Carleton, and I’m also the Vice President 
of Publications with the Carleton Student Engineering 
Society (CSES). I have been a part of the society since 
first year, and my job now is to get you excited about 
joining us in C-Eng. There are lots of events that CSES 
runs, and you can check them out online, in your hand-
book, or look for dates in your C-Eng Flightsuit Pass-
port! Specifically though, these are some events that 
are coming up soon that you can get involved in and 
meet other first years like yourself (and by no means is 
this a complete list!):

 FYE (First Year Event): Every year, our first 
year reps host an amazing event, which is usually free 
to first years. Last year the event was Capture the Flag, 
so stay tuned for details on what your event will be this 
year!

 Tunnel Painting: Do you like the tunnel mu-
rals? Do you wish you could help design and paint 
one to leave your fingerprints or paintbrush strokes at 
Carleton University? If so, then get involved with the 
CSES First Year Tunnel Painting this year! (Date TBA) 
See CSES for more details. 

 FYIC: Want to meet engineering students 
from other schools? Apply within CSES, starting in 
early November, to go to First Year Integration Confer-
ence in February. To find out more, contact the lovely 
Kristen Jerabek at external@cses.carleton.ca. 

 Design Competitions: Carleton University 
hosts and attends a LOT of design competitions. We 
send the maximum of 6 teams every year to Troitsky 
Bridge Competition at Concordia, we always send 
at least 1 team to Great Northern Concrete Tobog-
gan Race, and we compete every year at Ontario and 
Canadian Engineering Competitions (OEC and CEC, 
respectively). If you are interested in getting involved 
in either running or competing in Design Competition 
(the qualifier for OEC and CEC) now is a great time to 
do it, as Carleton is hosting CEC 2013! For more infor-
mation, please contact academic@cses.carleton.ca. 

 First Year Elections: It’s time to pass the dis-
tinction of representing your class of over 600 students 
on to you! Every year, 2 first year representatives are 
chosen by their peers to represent their class to CSES. 
Elections are held in October, and you can pick up 

First Year 
Involvement 101

Caleigh “Paperbag Princess” Rutledge
- ENVE III -

Nomination forms in CSES.  Now, you may ask “What 
do I have to do if I get elected?” Here’s the answer:

- Attend council meetings and be part of Carle- 
 ton Student Government
- Inform your peers of upcoming events
- Organize and run FYE for the next set of first  
 years (you have all summer to plan it)

 As a Third Year, I also asked around about what 
people thought was the best way to succeed through en-
gineering at Carleton. As a whole, every person I asked 
said the same thing: Get Involved. For me, being in-
volved with the CSES and C-Eng gave me something 
to hang on to when classes weren’t easy, and when I 
felt alone. I feel that being involved is your best chance 
to guarantee success, because it gives you the chance to 
lead a balanced student life and make friends who will 
stay with you all the way throughout your 4, 5, or even 
6 years of undergrad engineering. Get involved, get en-
gaged in the society, and you’ll be happier, more enthu-
siastic, and more willing to learn. I certainly was. 

 If you have ANY questions about events or the 
upcoming First Year Election, feel free to seek out my-
self, any of the CSES Executive, or last year’s first year 
reps, Kristen Jerabek and Eric Escaravage, in Leonar-
do’s Lounge or CSES (someone will know where I am 
if I’m not there). I love talking about C-Eng and CSES, 
and I want you to have a great experience here in your 
program!! 

Welcome To C-Eng

 As I sit my office after running into soon-to-
be-frosh attending summer orientation, I can’t help but 
contemplate how much has changed at Carleton since 
my EngFrosh week... 11 years ago (*GASP*). And yes, 
I still have my EngFrosh 2000 shirt. Course codes were 
91.100 instead of ECOR 1010.  Student email address-
es were @chat.carleton.ca. Internet registration was 
just a dream for those still using the nebulous tele-reg 
process. That same tele-reg system also gave you your 
final marks and the female voice made it difficult to dif-
ferentiate between a “B” and a “D”. Beaver Foods was 
the campus provider of unidentifiable rice fiestas. There 
was a student-run bar in residence, and CSES was pro-
posing to buy Oliver’s from CUSA. Student numbers 
were 6 digits. The Minto CASE had just 4 floors. No 
O-Train. No Flightsuits. No asinine rules and regula-
tions. And EngFrosh was wet. Very, very wet

 During one of the admin orientation sessions, 
we were given the typical lecture by some VP about 
“look to your right and look to your left; one of you will 
not be here by 4th year”. While I outright disagree with 
those percentages, I also disagree with the message it 
conveys. If I were giving that  orientation session, I 
would probably say the following to the frosh:

 Look to the person sitting to your right. This is 
the friend you met in your frosh group. You are lucky to 
have met someone like-minded so quickly and some-
one that you’ll be able to study with and have as a lab 
partner. While some schools rank their students so you 
are in open competition with everyone, C-Eng fosters 
a community that allows you to readily seek help from 
your peers. During those long nights of compiling code 
or finishing a fluids lab, you are fortunate to have de-
veloped a close group of study partners to help you suc-
ceed in your classes. You’ll be cramming for finals and 
then drinking away your sorrows with them. When your 
significant other turkey-dumps you, they are there for 
you. When you are from the other side of the country, 
they invite you to their family home for some proper 
food. Carleton engineering attracts some quality people 
so make sure you meet them.

 Look to the person to your left. It’s Super 
Frosh. They still won’t take that cape off and you can 
only imagine what has been done with it. They con-

vince you to come out to all the events and join a few 
clubs. Getting involved is not only a great way to meet 
people, have fun, and take a break from studies, but it 
also looks good on a resume. When I first started work 
at the European Space Agency, they told me that ev-
eryone that applies has an engineering degree and they 
have no real way to tell the difference between them. 
They instead look at all the soft skills developed from 
getting involved in other activities. That doesn’t mean 
being the one to go out and get drunk the most. Nor 
does it mean coming back after you graduate to feed al-
cohol to minors year after year. It means taking mean-
ingful engagement in the engineering community. As 
much fun as GNCTR is, I got more practical engineer-
ing experience from it than from some of my course 
work. 

 Volunteering in Leo’s or for National Engi-
neering Week may not seem like a big deal, but it is to 
those who benefit from your service. Leading a group, 
be it a frosh group, a moon buggy project, or stream 
society is more like the engineering world than churn-
ing out problem sets (still do your problem sets). Get 
involved to be engaged in your community; not just 
to collect passport stamps. Besides, being book smart 
doesn’t necessarily make you a good engineer.

 Look to the person sitting in front of you. This 
is the arts student from your residence floor that ended 
up in the wrong lecture theatre. You feel the urge to 
mock them because they are an arts student. Don’t. In 
my frosh week we were taught to make fun of the art-
sies and the commies and the hums majors because, 
really, what do you with a B.A in English? By the time 
I was a head facil I was trying to beat that mentality out 
of the frosh. Universities are institutions of learning; 
not job training centres. 

 Why do engineering students study engineer-
ing? Because our brains are wired in such a way that 
support that form of learning and reasoning. Just be-
cause someone pursues a humanities degree doesn’t 
mean they aren’t smarter than you (and they very well 
could be). It’s simply a different way of learning. Is ev-
eryone from my graduating class working as engineers? 
No. Some went to teachers college, law school or med 
school. Some used the degree to get government jobs 
that required a tech background. Engineering students 

Matt “Tank” Cross
- AERO GRAD -

should feel pride in themselves, but also practice mod-
esty. The iron ring on my little finger serves to remind 
me of that. C-Eng has always, and should continue to 
do so, embraced anyone that wants be involved in the 
community. So what can you do with a B.A in English? 
Teacher’s college, law school, med school and govern-
ment - just like you. Make sure you don’t put off good 
people due to your attitudes towards others. 

 Look to the person sitting behind you. This 
person you also met in frosh week as they were one 
of your facils. They failed a course or two. It happens. 
Engineering subjects aren’t easy. Don’t let anyone tell 
you that they are. Especially your TAs. There will come 
a time when you fail your first assignment, your first 
mid-term, or even your first course. What’s important 
to remember is that the sun still rises the next day which 
is what my P.Eng father told me when I failed my first 
assignment, my first mid-term and my first course. 
There will be times when engineering doesn’t go very 
well for you. There may be times when it seems that 
everyone around you is getting it but you. There maybe 
times when you feel like quitting. There may be times 
you think you are the only one that feels that way. You 
aren’t. Everyone goes through times in engineering that 
are more difficult than others. The C-Eng community, 
or whatever community you find yourself in, is there 
to support you in those times. Besides, not being book 
smart doesn’t make you a bad engineer.

 While much has changed since I first started, 
I hope some things have remained the same. To all 
those frosh out there reading this, let me tell you as 
someone who finished his degree (well, two of them). 
You have started out on an amazing journey and have 
chosen your university well. Carleton Engineering is 
not only a great academic school, but is also a fantastic 
community. Take the opportunity to meet the people 
and get involved with it. Be proud of your engineering 
program but not at the expense of others. Don’t spend 
every hour studying a text book; get involved in extra-
curricular projects and activities. Engineering is hard 
work; don’t go through it without all the C-Eng support 
you can get. 

 And, for the love of Godiva, be kind to us grad 
students!
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Engfrosh last year: Chaos, panic, and disorder, it was a successful year.
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When you earnestly believe you can compensate for your lack of skill by doubling your efforts, there’s no limit to what you can’t do.
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Interview with Professor Henry Saari, dated 2004

 Carleton Engineering Faculty welcomed aboard a few new fellows during 
last year’s academic term, and among them was Professor Henry Saari. What set 
Professor Saari apart from the rest of the bunch though was that he was a fresh Car-
leton Grad, just having finished his PhD in Aerospace Engineering, giving him an 
interesting perspective on student/teacher discourse. The Iron Times caught up with 
Professor Saari to ask him on his thoughts on the state of Carleton Engineering.

Iron Times - Tell us a little about yourself, and your relationship with Carleton Uni-
versity.

Prof. H. Saari - I’m originally from Sudbury, so it’s kind of fitting that I’m currently 
a lead engineer on the autonomous underground mining vehicle – even though my 
family wasn’t involved in mining. I’ve done all my degrees here at Carleton (B.Eng  
Mechanical), M.Eng. (Materials), and PhD (Aerospace)). As a student, I wasn’t very 
involved in “CSES-type” activities. But, I was one of the mechanical engineering 
CAIRP representatives and went to the ESSCO olympics in fourth year, and played 
in and organized the Thursday night engineering hockey for many a year (although 
I haven’t made it out yet this year). I’d like to get more involved in student activi-
ties...

IT - Can you explain to your readers a bit about your research?

HS - From the MAE web page, my research interests are mainly process modeling 
of the directional solidification (DS) of gas turbine materials, high temperature ther-
mophysical properties of materials, and mechanical design. 

IT - Would you say that Carleton is currently being competitive in the world of en-
gineering research? If so, what does it have to offer?

HS - I would definitely say that Carleton is currently being competitive in the world 
of engineering research. The website http://www.carleton.ca/cu/ research/index.html 
has a lot of details, but I’ll try to summarize some here: Carleton has close ties with 
national research establishments, international agencies, and high-tech companies - 
often, research work is done in collaboration with these outside agencies, allowing 
students and faculty access to equipment and facilities they normally wouldn’t get 
an opportunity to use. This is especially true of the MAE department that has quite 
close ties with, for example, the NRC’s Institute for Aerospace Research.

IT - You completed your Engineering studies here at Carleton. How much power did 
you find that a Carleton Diploma brings for a Carleton Engineer when they go out 
into the workforce?

HS - I think that Carleton is becoming more and more respected. We’ve had a bit of 
an image problem (last chance U, Carleton - where the “K” stands for quality, that 
sort of thing) but I think that the institution as a whole has done a lot to overcome 
that. The engineering program itself has always been top notch, and it will continue 
to be so.

IT - Do you feel that Carleton prepared you well for a career in Engineering?

HS - Yes, I think so. The program itself is quite comprehensive - it provides a good 
engineering foundation in the early years and then can get quite focused in upper 
years. The program is getting better and better, I think. For example, in MAE, all 
students must now participate in the fourth year group projects. These projects do a 
great job emulating the sort of “team environment” that most new graduates will be 
working in and help teach them the “soft skills” that are also required by new grads 
(team dynamics, presentation skills, etc.).

IT - Which course did you think was the hardest during your undergraduate days?

HS - There’s a couple that stick in my mind: second year calculus and electrical 
energy conversion, i.e. power.

IT - Who was your favorite prof?

HS - I’d have to say Prof. Beddoes. He was my fourth year project and M.Eng. and 
PhD thesis supervisor as well. It was Prof. Beddoes’ third year Manufacturing and 
fourth year Strength and Fracture courses that really got me interested in the pro-
cessing and  properties of materials.

IT - You’re currently teaching ECOR 1010, Introduction to Engineering. Since its 
early beginnings as ECOR 1000, it has been under heavy criticism from the student 
body as being a “bird course”. Having been a guinea pig for the first issue of the text 
book, I’ve noticed that the course has really changed its direction and has improved 

dramatically. What are your thoughts on this course, and are there any improvements 
that you feel that can still be made to it?

HS - Yes, I really think this course has changed direction, especially since when 
I took it “back in the day” when it was more or a drafting course. It’s more of an 
introduction into engineering design now, and exposes the students to a range of 
software tools that they might require during their time at Carleton and later, when 
they get out into the workforce. I definitely wouldn’t consider it a “bird course” in 
it’s current configuration. While some of the material might not be “rocket science, 
or even “difficult plumbing” (to quote another Carleton prof.), the workload is quite 
high - especially this year with the addition of a separate Technology, Society, and 
Environment component to the course and the expansion of the reverse engineering 
project to include developing a 3D solid model of a component, as well as a 3D print 
of the model. That being said, I think there is always some room for improvement 
and we’ll be continuously working on making ECOR 1010 a better experience for 
the students.

IT - Last question. Do you have any tips for students to get through their undergradu-
ate studies other than do your problem sets and use your TA’s?

HS - Don’t forget to use your profs as well. Some students might be wary about ap-
proaching their prof for help, but that’s what we’re here for. Another is not to leave 
things until the last minute. Don’t be like me - I’m totally driven by deadlines. If it 
weren’t for the last minute, nothing would get done. I’m desperately trying to change 
this mode of work, and I’ve had some progress in the right direction 

 We thank Professor Saari for taking time out of his schedule for this inter-
view. If there is a professor that you think should be recognized for contributions to 
the Carleton Engineering community, email publications@cses.carleton.ca or iron-
times@cses.carleton.ca RE:Professor Interviews. 

Phil Kwok
- MECH Alumni -
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 The following is a compilation of advice given 
out to first years over the years.  Normally we try to get 
someone to write a new list, but no one ever likes to 
write during the summer.  Except Gilles.  

During Frosh Week

SOOPP are the green berets of engineering. Treat • 
them well and they’ll treat you well.

Wear underwear you don’t mind being seen in, be-• 
cause it will happen, trust me.

Be prepared to lose stuff, so don’t bring anything • 
more valuable than your dignity.

There’s never a wrong time to burst into song. • 

Seriously, at least learn the chorus to Home for • 
a Rest and/or Barett’s Privateers. You’ll be sing-
ing them many many times over the next several 
years.

Don’t go near the U of O campus. We’ve had re-• 
straining orders before. Don’t ask, just stay away.

Stick with a simple boat design and consider bouy-• 
ancy. An upside down dog house will fail. 

Bring a water bottle. You’ll want it with you at all • 
times just in case.

Facils are there to help you, so don’t ignore them.• 

Don’t wear clothes that are expensive or limit your • 
mobility, they WILL get ruined.

Frosh week is all about having fun, specifically • 
YOU having fun. The explicit job of facils and 
heads is to make you have fun, so take them to 
task!

In Residence

Keep important documents in a safe place, not in • 
a wallet, keep a second copy of all your important 
numbers, and never give it out over the phone.

Spend time with your roommate, but don’t push it, • 
you will be seeing a lot of each over the next year. 

South Keys has almost everything a student living • 
in residence could ever want.

Meet and get to know the people on your floor.  • 
They will most likely be the people you will eat 
with at the cafeteria.

In General

Every student automatically pays for the CUSA/• 
GSA Drug/Accident and Dental  Insurance Plan 
in their tuition. If you already have insurance and 

want to opt-out, you need to fill out a form at the 
beginning of the year. The form can be found on-
line at www.studentplans.ca.

Don’t buy any textbooks until after the first week • 
of classes.

Other places for cheap textbooks include: CSES • 
book trade, Haven Bookstore on 43 Seneca Street, 
Chapters, Amazon, AbeBooks, eBay, and your 
friends and upper years.

Take one night, or some time, a week specifically • 
to get away from school work.

Don’t be too shy about professors. Most are really • 
pleased if you ask questions, because it shows that 
you’re paying attention and that you are trying to 
learn what they are teaching.

For every hour of class, 2 hours should be spent on • 
the course out of class. 

Understand what you write in your aid sheets.• 

Don’t feel too let down if you do poorly on an as-• 
signment, or a test, during the term. Most engineer-
ing courses will have finals that are worth at least 
50%.

TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONE IN CLASS!!!!• 

Advice for First Years
Various Students over the years

- ECOR XXX -

 I often find myself thoroughly unimpressed 
with the many things people believe about being a 
woman in engineering. There are so many stereotypes, 
and some people spend their entire engineering student 
life arguing their view. To help combat some of these 
stereotypes I figured I’d use all the knowledge I have 
gleaned over the past year from personal experience 
and many drunken intellectually stimulating conversa-
tions with my fellow engineering students, both male 
and female, to create a guide of sorts for current and 
future female engineering students.

Part 1: 

Boys
Men

People who may or may not want to get into your 
pants…

 Section 1: The “I-never-got-much-attention-
before-but-now-all-the-guys-want-me” Complex 

 This may be the first you’ve heard of this but I 
warn you now to be on constant alert for signs of this 
complex creeping into your personality. I was warned 
about it really early on in my first year by one of the 
most successful female engineering students I know, 
and I have been keeping an eye out for it ever since. It 
can start with seemingly innocent comments and being 
overly flirtatious, but if you let it get out of control no 
one will like who you become. Being a girl in engineer-
ing is a truly unique experience, and one aspect of that 
is the rather unbalanced ratio of guys to girls. It can be 
crazy going from an almost 50-50 ratio to a 70-30 ratio 
of guys to girls, and more than likely you might catch 
the eye of a few more guys than you are used to; as they 
say the odds are good, but the good are odd.  The key is 
not to let it go to your head. You have not all of a sud-
den become a Victoria Secret model, so don’t act like 
you have! You can’t start expecting people to treat you 
better just because you are female or attractive. Most 
Engineering guys are far from stupid, and most know 

that a smart girl with a good personality is much better 
girlfriend material than a “model” with over inflated 
boobs sense of self-worth. So girls, basically what I’m 
trying to say is don’t become a self-entitled witch with 
a “B” and you will be much more likely to take advan-
tage of odds that are most certainly in you favour.

 Section 2: Boy Friends… not Boyfriends

 Making friends in engineering isn’t hard, and if 
you haven’t developed “the complex” chance is you’ll 
get, and keep, a pretty solid group of friends early on in 
your first year. The issue is when you forget that your 
friend who’s a boy is not a boyfriend. Cuddling, mas-
sages, and other touchy feely things should not happen 
with guys who are your friends. This can confuse both 
you and them into thinking there is something more to 
the relationship... and he might decide to act on those 
feelings. If you do not see yourself as more than just 
friends with this guy make sure you don’t lead him on; 
It can lead to a very awkward ending to what was oth-
erwise an awesome friendship.

 Section 3: Do you really want to be “just one 
of the guys”

 So now you’re starting to get to know people 
and making friends. This is the time to make a HUGE 
decision. Are you okay with just being “one of the 
guys”? Because while this vantage point has a whole 
lot of pluses if you aren’t interested in any of your guy 
friends - better understanding of guys, fun times, and 
hilarious conversations just name a few – it can also 
friend zone you forever. It can seem like the end of the 
world being told by your “perfect man” that he sees 
you as “one of his buddies”, “a bro”, “a dude”, or “one 
of the guys”, but if you think about it you kind of set 
yourself up for that if you went into the friendship try-
ing to be one of the guys. Sure, you may have or get a 
lot of guy friends being a girl in engineering but that 
doesn’t mean you have to suddenly stop being a girl. 
So you like video games, sports, and have a knack for 

beer pong. That doesn’t mean you can’t continue lik-
ing strawberry daiquiris, Cosmo, shoes, and the occa-
sional crazy dance/karaoke/slumber party. Being you is 
much easier than trying to be one of the guys. Sure you 
may not get invited to their guy’s night, or to watch the 
football game on Sunday, but who cares! Use that time 
away from the guys to stay connected with your girls! 
It’ll be better for you in the long run.

 Section 4: Your Boy Friend’s Girlfriend who 
isn’t an Engineer

 This is always a touchy subject because as we 
know engineering students do not have a lot of time and 
if you get really involved in C-Eng you’ll have even 
less. This could mean that your guy friend’s girlfriend 
might have issues if you see him more often than she 
does because you are both in engineering. This issue 
really gives you two choices. Are you the type of per-
son that can become friends with this girl? If you can 
make friends with the girlfriend that is almost always 
the best route to go, but make sure you remember who 
you were friends with in the first place. Making friends 
is nice because she will feel more comfortable because 
she knows you personally but it can also lead to issues 
if they break up or have an argument. If you get stuck in 
the middle you could lose both friendships if you don’t 
handle it properly, and “properly” is different for every 
situation. If you can’t be friends with her because she’s 
a *%&^$ either too different from you, or you don’t 
want to end up stuck in the middle it’s best for both you 
and your guy friend if you make sure that you always 
chill in groups of both guys and girls. While it may 
seem weird or downright bonkers to you that she might 
be jealous your guy friend might thank you for keeping 
a bit of distance as it will save him a lot of headaches 
and visits to the dog house. Remember there is a reason 
for the phrase “crazy in love”.

 Make sure you look out for the next part of the 
guide in an upcoming issue of the Irontimes! Keep it 
classy girls of C-Eng!

Being a Girl in Engineering: A Guide
Kristen “Dorothy” Jerabek

- CIVE II -
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Of course I believe in evolution...

CFES Congress

 No matter whom you talk to these days, it seems 
that the only way to get a job is by networking. And one 
of the best ways to network is by going to conferences! 
A conference, although defined as a “meeting for con-
sultation, exchange of information, or discussion,” is 
so much more than that. It is a way to meet new people 
in your field, from schools all across Canada!

 One of the best conferences to go to, in my 
opinion, is the Canadian Federation of Engineering 
Students’ (CFES) Annual Congress. At this conference, 
students from every engineering school across Canada 
get together. They discuss issues that affect all of the 
students, from tuition to engineering societies and how 
to make them more effective, and even topics like en-
gineering pranks (For example, University of British 
Columbia hanging a Volkswagen Beetle from the Lion-
sgate Bridge)!  I had the opportunity to go to the con-
ference last year, at Memorial University in St John’s, 
Newfoundland. I learned a lot of things, but here are 
a few key tips for those of you thinking of attending a 
conference… especially this one!

1. Sleep Is King!  The first thing you learn is that 
no matter where you are, who you are with, or when it 
is… if you have down time and a chance to sleep, take 
advantage of it! Conferences have learning sessions 
from 8:30 every morning until dinnertime every night, 
followed by bonding sessions and late night activities. 
You may be out until 2am every night of the week, but 
you still have to make the sessions in the morning so 
nap when you can!

2. Participate In Everything!  Just like during 
Frosh week, an activity only seems dumb from the out-
side. Once you are active and involved, not only is it a 
lot of fun, it is also the best way to make new friends! 

Thanks to participation, I have friends at schools across 
Canada, from Newfoundland to British Columbia and 
everywhere in between! Plus, while participating you 
might even learn something new!

3. Attend All The Sessions!  Sure the sessions 
start super early, and okay, maybe you had a beer or two 
more than you should have last night. But so did ev-
eryone else, and you are here to represent your school, 
so there are no excuses for not making every session! 
Some of the most interesting sessions start early in the 
morning, and you will have plenty of time to catch up 
on sleep once back at school. So while you are at the 
conference, make the most of it!

4. Listen To Everyone!  Some of the people at-
tending the conferences with you, whether they are 
students, professors or guest speakers, have tons of 
knowledge to pass on. They are experts in their field, 
and they are speaking to you for a reason. Take notes! 
Pay Attention! Who knows, maybe the person you are 
listening to today could be your boss tomorrow, and 
something they said in that presentation could be piv-
otal to your job. Plus, that way you can take lots of 
notes, and pass more information on to your school!

5. You Are A Representative Of Your School!  
You are at the conference representing Carleton. Any-
thing you say and do, how you behave, and what kind 
of person you are, directly reflects back on Carleton! 
We don’t want to be known as the party school, drinks 
all night and sleeps all day, but at the same time we 
don’t want to be the school that no one can talk to. Try 
to strike a balance! Remember, we want to show every-
one else that not only is Carleton the place to be, it’s the 
place THEY want to be too!

 So hopefully this will help, should you ever 
have to go to a conference. Remember, it is a great way 
to extend your university education past the classroom, 
and get more for your 4 (or 5, or 6… ) years at Carle-
ton. Plus, it looks great on a resume and is something 
employers will look for!

September 2011

Matt “Soaker” Molkoski
- AERO III -

 Hey guys, this is Connor Childerhose here, and 
I’m going to be giving you some advice that will help 
you in your years at Carleton. You may be wondering, 
who the hell is this guy and why should I be taking ad-
vice from him? Well throughout my years at Carleton, 
I have had my fair share of relationship craziness and I 
have learned many things from the roller coaster that is 
my life.  Now let me get to it. Girls are a problem. They 
are too distracting, and if you wish to get good grades, 
you need to concentrate on your studies. And if there 
are girls in your life, trust me, you won’t be concentrat-
ing on your studies. I will be your guide to avoiding 
girls and getting the grades you need.

 My first piece of advice, don’t be funny. Girls 
like a guy who has a sense of humour so you have to try 
your best not to crack those awesome one liners when 
girls are around. If you can’t picture the personality you 
need to have, aim for a combination of Simon Cowell 
and Gordon Ramsay.

 Secondly, do not be confident in the presence 
of the opposite gender. You see, confidence is key when 
trying to pick up girls. If you’re comfortable in your 
skin and walk with a little swag, you’re golden. So do 
not do it! Girls swoon over Batman who has confidence 
coming out of the ying yang, but Aqua Man, who is 
as comfortable as a fish out of water, doesn’t get any 
ladies. So be the Aqua Man of Carleton.  You’re smart 
and you know it, that’s why you’re here. So I’m sorry 
to say that you’re screwed in that department. Try not 
to let the girls know just how smart you are; they love 
an intelligent guy.

 Take it from me if you want to get good grades 
and avoid the ladies, do not be nice. Ever heard of a 
guy named Prince Charming? Yeah? Good. He is your 
enemy here. Prince Charming is the perfect gentleman, 
protecting girls who need protecting, standing up for 
them, doing courteous things for them without being 
asked for it. I pray that you’ve heard the expression 
“chivalry is dead”. Keep it that way boys.

 If you’ve been listening to what I’ve been say-
ing, you need to learn to stop that. Listening to what a 
girl has to say is a death sentence. Sure, you can carry 
on conversations with girls, but don’t retain anything 
they’ve said and forget everything about her. If a girl 
comes to you with a problem, let her rant about it, and 
try to keep your replies to one word sentences. This 
goes for texting too. One word is good.

 Fun is overdone. Try and keep it boring. If 
people start nodding off the second you walk into the 
room, you’re on the right path. Girls love a guy who 
is fun to be with, a guy who will keep her entertained 
and is especially spontaneous. If you have awesome 
date ideas keep them to yourself. The mere thought of 
something fun will make a girl interested. Keep it as 
dull as your pencil at the end of your math class when 
you’ve copied down all the notes.

 The little things add up. That’s exactly why you 
shouldn’t take care of yourself. Girls like a guy who 
is well put together and they notice the little things. 
Don’t clean your fingernails, try not to shower or wash 
your hair. Cologne is Germany’s fourth largest city and 
that’s the way it has to stay. It’s not something to make 
you smell wonderful and get girls to notice you. And 
you will be too busy to go to the gym, but even if you 
do find time to go to the gym, please, for the love of 
Leonardo, don’t go.

 So there you go. The guide to avoiding girls 
and the distractions that they cause. Follow my advice 
and you will (hopefully) be girl free and getting awe-
some grades. Remember, girls are the enemy of focus. 

 Good luck men.

How Not To 
Pick Up Girls 

Connor “Mr. Nice Guy” Childerose
- ERTH III -

Cooking with Engineers: Food is a Science

 For the purpose of protecting the guilty I’ve 
changed the names of my engineers. This episode stars 
Sheldon: Computer Science (technically not engineer-
ing but whatever)

 You would think something as easy as a cake 
would be simple and relatively event free... until 
you’ve baked a cake with an OCD, precision minded 
engineer. As an artsy, I like to add a bit of flair to my 
cakes and pride my self on a job well done but Sheldon 
takes baking to a whole new level of optimization.  For 
a birthday I decided to make a Mondrian themed cake. 
Seemed simple enough. The colours would be made of 
cake and black borders between the squares would be 
chocolate icing. Little did I know what I would be in 
for. Sheldon decided to ‘help’ me by perfecting what 
can only be known as the most precisely measured cake 
in existence (I knew I should have said something when 
he brought a calculator and ruler to the kitchen). 

 First he calculated the exact food colouring 
to batter batter ration, taking careful note of how the 
yellowish-tinge of the batter would affect the colours. 
Red still came out looking rather pinkish; a miscalcula-
tion I will never hear the end of. I managed to get some 
peace during the baking process while Sheldon eagerly 
watched the batter rise. Next came the cutting.  The rule 
of any craft is, measure twice cut once, or in Sheldon’s 
case, measure four times, take down the measurement, 
calculate the total area of the slice, measure again, and 
then cut. After the first two pieces I decided that I’d like 
this cake done before Christmas and perhaps Sheldon 
could be left to something less complex, like icing. But 
rather than settle for plain old icing, Sheldon proposed 
that to optimize our icing’s stability, we needed an ag-
gregate. In this case, I wasn’t going to allow him to use 

the pebbles he had collected so sprinkles would have to 
suffice.  In the end I was surprised how well everything 
turned out. Despite his measurements, the cake still 
came out a bit lop-sided, thanks in part to my cutting 
job, but I liked how it had character. Sheldon didn’t 
agree. It still tasted good though.  Here are some other 
fun filled ideas for you and your engineer/geek buddies 
to try!

 Minecraft cake  A simple chocolate cube cake 
with green icing for grass. For more exciting varieties 
try a simple sponge cake, or use white cake with yellow 
and red food colouring for lava! Add green marshmal-
low creepers for a little excitement (That’s a nice cake 
you have there... Sksssssss)

 Mario coin block cake: Again, a simple cube 
cake of your favourite flavor with a decorative brick 
icing pattern. Don’t forget those question marks. As an 
added bonus, wrap coins in wax paper and bake them 
right into the cake. Surprise your friends! 

 NASA space cake: Either buy or design your 
own rocket or shuttle shape. Now decorate any way 
you’d like use reference photos if baking for a detail-
orientated aerospace nerd. When it comes time to pres-
ent the cake, shove some sparklers up the thrusters, 
light them, and run around the room with the cake mak-
ing whooshing noises. 

 Circuit board cake (a real bread box): This 
cake can be any shape so long as it has a flat, square/
rectangular top. Decorate the top with a green icing 
base, chocolate square processors, pull and peel lico-
rice wires, and life savers with icing between them to 
be your handy-dandy resistors! Add jujubes for LEDs!

Lasia “Orange Lemur” Kretzel
- JOUR V -
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How else would charmander turn into Charizard?

Comics & Art

xkcd               http://www.xkcd.com/

COMICS & ART
September 2011

Abstruse Goose           http://abstrusegoose.com/
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Upcoming Events - September
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Want to say something?  Post to the loop at:
irontimes.engsoc.org

Uses For The 
Charlatan

for statement = 1 to n

We’re not here as professional cock-blocks.

next statement

Why are the Mackenzie buildings always at lower 
pressure than the stairwells?

next statement

If a man speaks in a forest and there is no woman 
around to hear it. Is he still wrong?

next statement

Goddammit Canucks, you blew it.

next statement

If Tiger Woods caught Gonorrhea, would it be the 
Golf Clap?

next statement

We need to go deeper. BWOOOOONG!

next statement

I’m just wasting time till ufc starts again.

next statement

School: Average <5 hours sleep.
Summer Break: Average 12+ hours sleep.
Guess when Engineers are more productive?

next statement

If only 2,000 Carleton students took a stand, they 
could prevent the above from happening. Will 
you make a stand?

end

° Seatcover for dirty or wet outdoor benches.
° Mat for polishing shoes
° Helping start campfires.
° Spread out several sheets in between garden  
 rows to discourage weed growth.
° When you buy a new paper shredder, it’s good  
 put a few through as a test.
° Mix it with some apple cores to make your  
 very own powersauce bars.
° A recent study showed that it is 50% more  
 effective for use rolled up and beating people  
 over the head than the Iron Times.
° The leading theory behind this is the painful  
 nature of their articles somehow manifests  
 into physical pain.
° Stuff a pile in your jacket to made a budget 
 friendly fat suit for your halloween costume.
° You can read it.

LAST WORDS
September 2011

There is no sleeper as people forgot to have pictures taken of them when they passed out.  Get on that.
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Wasted Talent       http://www.wastedtalent.ca/


