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‘Twas the night before finals
And all through C-Eng…
Not a student was sleeping,
Not bedside nor bench.

The teachers were home.
Taught them all they could offer.
Asleep with a grin,
Awaiting the slaughter.

The Aeros were angsty,
The Mechs had gone mental.
The Civils and SREEs 
Hoped their profs would be gentle.

The Sysies were psycho,
The Elecs brought their lube.
The Biomeds bawled.
For what else could they do?

The coffee was steeped, 
Though went stale quite fast
As students were calculating
Grades needed to pass.

The notes were a mess.
The stress had amassed.
If only you’d gone to 
That one stupid class!

But all of a sudden,
A thought grew, inside.
“If we all fail this class,
then the curve’s what we’ll ride!”

The motion was swift,
Like a winter’s wind goes.
“The students will strike!
'Cause studying blows!”

To the pinned post on Flightsuits!
To the mid of the Quad!
The rallying’s started!
We’ll fight off the guard!

On ‘SenPie,’ on ‘Spoon Slut,’ 
On ‘Safe Space,’ on ‘Sound Cloud,’
On ‘Tintin,’ on ‘Teabag,’ 
On ‘Baby Bus,’ on ‘Black Out!’

Until the next morning,
The riot raged on.
The first exams came,
But the students stayed strong.

After finals were finished,
And the damage was done,
The students began thinking,
“What have we done…”

Mob mentality gone,
They all went home for break.
Ignoring what was probably
Their biggest mistake.

When they returned back to school,
The atmosphere tense,
The Central was refreshed
In constant suspense.

But finally they came.
The grades had been posted.
The students, their hearts,
Their dreams were all roasted.

The failure was huge.
The school laughed and sneered.
More tuition from all,
And all, another year!

" Twas the Night Before Exams

Noah “Soundcloud” Pacheco
- AERO D IV - 
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editorials
What a great start to the season!

Always add a duct tape bow at the end2

From the Desk of the^Editor

Gabriel Karam
- CIVE II - 

Festive

As a little kid, I always loved 
the month of December. At this 
point in the year, my birthday 
had just passed (presents) and 
Christmas was waiting around 
the corner (more presents). Not 
only this, but snow was com-
ing, meaning sledding, skating 
and all those fun winter activ-
ities. And if one were lucky 
enough, there would be a huge 
snowstorm and school would 
be cancelled! Now all these 
things were great but, by and 
large, my absolute favouritest 
time was just around Christmas, 
where the whole family would 
meet at my uncle’s house for 
Christmas dinner. My relatives 
were scattered between Ottawa 
and Toronto, so this was often 
the one time a year I would see 
them all together (to be hon-
est, it was sometimes difficult 
to tell which uncle was which 
after a whole year). Anyways, 
these dinners were great and 
festive and left you feeling full, 
satisfied and happy. 

I’m sure most of you are used 
to this manner of holiday gath-
ering, and hopefully you can re-
late when I say that these kinds 
of things seem to get rarer and 
rarer as we age. This proba-
bly follows with the fact that 
the holiday magic fades as we 
grow older (it all goes downhill 

from the moment some ass tells 
you Santa isn’t real).  People 
slowly grow older, no longer 
wish to travel in the winter or 
have the energy to throw a full-
blown shebang. The holidays 
eventually turn into smaller 
events, at least family-wise. 
But this might just be natural, 
as most things people get more 
and more involved with friends 
rather than family as they age 
grow older (although family is 
by no means less important). 
And then as people reach a cer-
tain age, they have kids of their 
own and the cycle restarts. 

But as the centuries have 
progressed, people are getting 
married later and later, and are 
having fewer children. Espe-
cially in developed countries, 
getting married around age 30 
and having one or two children 
(or none at all) is the norm. 
This is quite different from 
even a generation ago, where 
it was common to be married 
early and have many children. 
With the gap between one gen-
eration and the next becoming 
progressively wider, it is cer-
tainly becoming more difficult 
to carry on traditions. 

I believe it is important to 
recognize the trends in life, and 
that it might even be a rarity 
to have large holiday celebra-
tions by the time our genera-
tion is passé. However, I have 
so many good memories from 
these events that I would do my 
utmost to have them continue 
forever, and I sincerely hope 
you all feel the same way. 

Ask yourself these questions: 

Is there a practical joker in your 
life this holiday season? Is there 
someone who may sometimes 
annoy you with their antics? Do 
you just like to watch the world 
burn?

If you answered “yes” to any 
of these questions, this tutorial 
might just be for you. 

Sit tight, and imma learn you  
about the most demonic ways to 
wrap a present. This is not just 
casually wrapping a something in 
a few layers duct tape; it is an art 
form in and of itself. It is incred-
ibly satisfying to wrap, as well as 
a true pain to the one who has to 
open it (much to the amusement 
of anyone else present). Follow-
ing are tips on how to improve on 
the art of wrapping a gift in many 
layers.
For starters, the gift must be 

aesthetically pleasing on the sur-
face. No matter how many layers 
you may create, the outside must 
always have the impression of 
being nicely wrapped. This lures 
your prey into false sense of se-
curity, and you can watch as they 
are slowly dragged into a hell of 
paper and adhesives. 
Secondly, it is important to 

vary the wrappings. Wrapping 
paper or duct tape over and over 
can become boring; this is es-
pecially important if there is a 
crowd being entertained. Try to 
nest boxes inside one another, 
and use un-cuttable materials 

such as metal wire. 
Third, get creative. For ex-

ample, I once gave someone a 
present that was a cardboard 
box containing a safe and ~200 
different keys. Or four different 
boxes, when only one actually 
contained a present. It’s more fun 
if you vary your approach!
Finally, always do something 

unexpected. Once your victim 
gets to the bottom of the present, 
leave them an IOU instead of a 
gift, or reveal that their gift was 
really hidden in one of the layers 
they ripped off five minutes ago. 
No matter what you do, always 
make sure they never expect 
what’s coming next.

If you keep in mind these four 
tips, you should be set to cre-
ate a diabolical masterpiece that 
should entertain, torture and 
please all at the same time (a 
3-in-1, as they say). Who knows, 
you might start a tradition!

The holidays 
in review

A Beginner's Guide to: 
Demonic 

Present Wrapping



editorials
Cycleception... a cycle in a cycle that goes around another cycle?

FEED THE EVIL One mwa ha hahaha 3

What do I do if I don’t like my-
self?

It’s a good question. It’s one a 
lot of us ask ourselves every day 
and one that I certainly asked my-
self pretty frequently last year. 
But what changed between now 
and then? Well, there’s a compli-
cated answer… and also a simple 
one. I broke the cycle.

Honestly, it doesn’t really matter 
which cycle you break. Break any 
cycle. The world is cycle-ception, 
so when you break one, you’ve 
set the breaking of them all in 
motion. Sometimes, all it takes 
is one seemingly insignificant 
life change to change your entire 
world view.

Isaac Lidsky, a corporate speak-
er, author, and entrepreneur who 
played Weasel on Saved by the 
Bell: The New Class, believes 
that one’s reality is made up of 
“three rings” of perception. The 
innermost ring is our perception 

of ourselves (i.e. ego) and the 
outermost ring is how we are per-
ceived by others.

But the most important ring of 
this model--the middle one--is 
meant to represent how we im-
agine others are perceiving us. 
More often than not, this does not 
align with the perception of the 
outermost ring due to self-limit-
ing assumptions that we place on 
ourselves without even recogniz-
ing we’re doing it. This is prob-
lematic.

We do ourselves the most harm 
by projecting our vanities and 
insecurities onto others and “by 
doing so, we make them real and 
we lend them the credibility of 

external validation,” according to 
Lidsky.

The first step is recognition and 
acknowledgement. This has been 
my hang-up in the past. It just 
seemed so obvious to me that 
everyone had exactly the opin-
ions of me that I expected them 
to have. After all, why would I lie 
to myself? As it turns out, unfor-
tunately, yourself doesn’t always 
have your own best interests at 
heart.

The old Cherokee proverb about 
the battle of the two wolves nev-
er fails to articulate what I con-
sider to be the most important 
aspect of self-help--feeding the 
right wolf, so to speak. If you 
have never read or even heard of 
the Cherokee wolf story and you 
suspect that you may have trouble 
“feeding the right wolf,” I would 
strongly suggest that you Google 
it right now and read up.

A particularly woke article by 
one Dean Yeong (and the first hit 
on Google, to boot) puts it well 
by saying “the fight between two 
wolves is eternal.” You will never 
banish the negativity that hangs 
out in your head. That’s a shitty 
thought. But do you know what 
you can do? You can challenge it 
to 1v1 you irl.

Oliver Burkeman, a journalist 
for The Guardian, actually wrote 
a book justifying his belief that 
trying to banish negative thoughts 
outright is utterly useless. “This 
idea of motivation is really 
weird,” he says, “because you 

want to take some action, but in-
stead of just trying to get yourself 
to take the action, you tell your-
self you have to feel like taking 
the action.”

I have a sneaking suspicion that 
this type of thinking is the reason 
I still can’t get out of bed on the 
first alarm. I’m waiting to feel 
rested when I wake up so that I 
want to get out of bed at 7 AM. 
The reality is, I’m never going to 
feel like getting out of bed at 7 
AM, even if I go to bed promptly 
at 11 PM, which is the “ideal sit-
uation.”

The host of the Art of Charm 
podcast, Jordan Harbinger, puts 
it simply and methodically when 
he advises us to “make a choice 
as to whether we want to continue 
with [those] thought[s] and keep 
that belief system… or whether 
we want to challenge it and create 
a new pattern that actually serves 
us better.”

One of the most notorious neg-
ative thinking patterns that I’ve 
learned to identify from the afore-
mentioned podcast is the theory 
of “me/always/everything think-
ing,” a term coined by psycholo-
gist Martin Seligman. Me/always/
everything thinking is character-
ized by an individual a) blaming 
themselves for a bad situation (the 
“me”), b) choosing to believe that 
situations always go badly be-
cause of them (the “always”), and 
c) and concluding that everything 
is doomed to go badly for them 
simply because they are the way 
they are (the “everything.”)

Doesn’t that sound ridiculous? 
That’s because it is. It’s a false-
hood that we tell ourselves in an 
attempt to justify a bad situation. 
The best way to break out of this 
type of thinking is to recognize 
that you are falling into a trap and 
cut that sucker right off at self-
blame.

And, you know, that’s really 
all it comes down to--making a 
choice. You wouldn’t expect a car 
to run smoothly if you shoveled 
gravel into the gas tank, so why 
would you allow the same toxicity 
into your mental system? Choose 
to create a new belief system for 
yourself. Give yourself a fighting 
chance.

Cassidy “Next” Lang
- AERO C III -
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Poems are all the rage these days

?magic?4

Again, the holidays will soon be here, 
Bringing to most a sense of joy and cheer.
The ham, the eggnog, the skating and snow,
The fun, hot chocolate and a warm fire’s glow.

However, there is one Christmas staple
That will tend to strike fear in most people.
Talking with family can be very hard,
But it can be fun if you have some cards!

A trick taking game will be our first choice,
Winning the hand gives reason to rejoice.
Following the suite of the first card played,
But you might count on partner bringing aide.

The game is Euchre, what a unique name;
Being short and fun is its claim to fame.
With only five cards, you must win three tricks.
If you short suite yourself, you are a dick.

Next on our list, we will be playing Spades.
One card with a partner you’re able to trade.
Playing a spade will allow you to win,
Choose how many to take when you begin.

If you go over, a book’s what you’ll get.
Don’t get ten, or you will then find regret.
You can you double your points if you make ten.
And when you reach five hundred, you will win. 

Cribbage is another game that is fun,
Where you try to peg until thirty-one.
A pair, a run, or a sum of fifteen,
To find them, you’ll need an eye that is keen.

The kitty goes to the dealer that round,
Hit one-twenty-one, a winner is found.
Get no points in a hand- oh well, too bad.
A hand of nineteen is what you just had.

Up next is a card game that might sound cold,
Avoid getting hearts is what you are told.
And you might want to toss that queen of spades,
As she is worth thirteen points in this game.

Get all the points, and send people their doom,
As this is known as Shooting the Moon.
While “race to one-hundred” sounds like a blast,
You will, most of the time, end up in last.

Crazy-Eight-Countdown is one I enjoy.
Trying to discard, you might get annoyed.
Playing a jack, you can skip the next turn,
But when the twos pile on, you’ll start to churn,

Play an ace to reverse the direction,
And play your doubles with no objection.
Your magic card will continue to drop, 
But pick up you must, if you find you stop.

And then there is President, so much fun.
Try not to be the bum, lest you be done.
Discarding is your goal, to try to be ahead,
And use your joker, so you don’t get dead.

In raising order, all cards must be laid,
Just after the bum and president trade.
And while being president is your goal,
The next turn, the bum’s position is pole.

Magic is a game
It has a weird set of rules
I don’t even know

So long as you’re not playing Go Fish,
You can play any other game you wish.
From Danish Bastards, to Tractor as well,
And Briscola, and Hockey, they’re quite swell.

Rather than doing more work in CREO,
Feel free to come learn some rules in Leos.
The time has come to bid you adieu,
I’ll see you again in a year that’s new.

Logan "First Year" MacGillivray
- SOFT III - 
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Columns
Spoiler alert

it feels like there's now a legit iron times film critic

A (late) Blade runner 2049 
Review: Compelling, disturb-
ing, and sometimes confusing; 
but still a triumph.

Warning: May contain spoil-
ers for both Blade Runner 
films. Read at own risk.

If you had asked me a year 
ago, I would have told you 
that trying to make a sequel to 

Blade Runner would be a cin-
ematic suicide mission for any 
director brave enough to try. 
The original film is so belov-
ed, perfectly flawed and left 
open-ended, that it would take 
a miracle to make a worthy 
sequel. Denis Villeneuve’s ef-
fort, running at almost 3 hours, 
is sometimes difficult to fol-
low, rich with beautiful visual 
design and cinematography, 
and is a serious attempt at this 
challenge. It manages to com-
bine intimate personal stories 
with an eerily realistic vision 
of our future, one which I be-
lieve is more technologically 
and philosophically relevant 
to our current world than any 
other film in recent memory. 

Ryan Gosling plays a Rep-
licant, a human being grown 
in a factory and sold with a 
pre-determined skillset- and 
theoretically, a brain only ca-
pable of obedience. This is a 
key part of the film, as repli-
cants were previously banned 
on earth after bloody mutinies. 
He is a Blade Runner, tasked 
with hunting down and killing 
rogue Replicants, or as one 
of his first victims describes 
early in the film, “killing his 
own kind”. The brutal nature 
of this life is highlighted by 
the scenes of his routine men-
tal interrogations, some of the 
best in the film and the most 
harrowing. 

This world of Replicants and 
Blade Runners is lorded over 
by Niander Wallace, CEO 
of Wallace Corp., the prima-
ry maker of Replicants in the 
2049 world. Jared Leto comes 
in here using his incredible 
method acting skill for the 
role, though as a villain he 
seems too loosely connected 
to our main hero. However, I 
think this is made up for by his 
incredible portrayal of a man 
with a God complex, specifi-
cally including one scene with 
a just-finished replicant that 
will make your skin crawl and 
your morals spin. He doesn’t 
get much screen time, though, 
which unfortunately seems to 
be a common trend in roles 

that Jared Leto has intensely 
prepared for. 

In terms of plot, the film 
shifts from a very personal first 
act, to a second act filled with 
a search for answers, to a final 
third act where K (Gosling’s 
character) selflessly tries to at-
tain redemption. The third act 
is marred slightly by its weak 
themes of Revolution, which 
are sort of forgotten about and 
abandoned before they be-
come much of anything. This 
is probably one of the only 
major sins in the film’s writ-
ing.

Overall, 2049 manages to be 
an incredibly stunning visual 
treat, with solid performanc-
es from its cast (albeit with 
some weak points later in the 
film) and a plot that, although 
confusing later in the film, 
comes back to end on a per-
sonal, intimate note. It leaves 
itself open for deep philosoph-
ical interpretation and discus-
sion, and serves as a warning 
to us humans about the paths 
we choose to take with tech-
nology. Blade Runner 2049, I 
think, has matched the original 
and conquered the challenge it 
strived for. If I must boil this 
review down to a number, I’d 
say it’s a strong 8 out of 10. 
It’s not perfect, but it comes 
close, and is definitely worth 
watching. 

Sam Hassall
- MECH II - 
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do you think she can do it for all 8 issues?

think about it, no food or rent worries for a whole year!

So, you’ve almost made it to 
the end of a whole semester on 
this godforsaken wonderful cam-
pus. You’ve seen friendships rise, 
grades fluctuate, and the temper-
ature plummet. Hopefully you 
have learned how to fit within 
the delicate balance of your resi-
dence floor’s ecosystem. And, if 
you’re lucky, you haven’t been 
caught by the Res Fellows dur-
ing all of your memorable she-
nanigans. Now, time for the last 
push of the fall semester.

How are you going to make it 
through your last month? Well, 
first thing’s first, be quiet in your 
residence during the exam peri-
od. Like, silent. No sound. I don’t 
care if you have no exams, or if 
you just finished your exams, or 
you have given up and you are 
just going to wing your exams, 
do not make noise. Everyone 
else in your building is going 
through the same living hell of 
studying for exams. They do not 
need to hear you, and there are 
actually lengthened quiet hours 
during exams, so save yourself 
the trouble and keep quiet. With 
this in mind, if your neighbours 
are being too loud, tell your res 
fellow, or call the RF On-Call 
number. It’s their job to deal with 
that stuff, not yours.

That’s exams, now for the 
whole going home thing. BUY 
YOUR TICKETS EARLY (in 
case you were wondering, this is 
going to be an all-caps-yelling-
at-you kind of article). Christmas 
is the perfect excuse for all of the 
travelling services to jack up their 
prices and make you pay through 
the nose to get yourselves home. 
So look at tickets now, wheth-

er that is the Greyhound, or Via 
Rail, or airlines, or finding a 
sketchy car to share with other 
poor students. Anything’s fine, 
as long as you can get yourself 
where you need to go. 

While packing to go home, you 
should also take some things 
into consideration. Like, all the 
things you are going to have to 
bring back to school with you on 
your Greyhound/train/plane/car. 
This includes all those applianc-
es your parents buy you because 
they finally think you’re an adult 
and don’t understand how much 
you just want a non-adult pres-
ent. And all the cozy clothes you 
left at home that you now desper-
ately need to survive the treach-
erous cold of Ottawa. Oh, and 
all the food that you’re too poor 
to buy for yourself, I’m talking 
Nutella for days! So leave room 
in your luggage if you plan on 
getting back to Ottawa after the 
holidays. 

Finally, take some time for 
yourself this December. Go skat-
ing at Parliament. Buy a fancy 
Starbucks coffee after you finish 
an exam. Take time to recuperate 
after stresses have passed. And 
this counts while you’re at home 
too. I know you want to visit all 
of your high school friends, hang 
out with your family, go to par-
ties, and do ALL the things- but 
make sure you take some time 
to veg. You just got out of ex-

ams, you deserve a bit of good 
old-fashioned boredom. 

Residence PSA: Now is also 
the time to start thinking about 
applying to be a Residence Fel-
low yourselves. I know what you 
might be thinking, “Rebecca, I 
put my Res Fellow through hell 
this semester, why would I ever 
want to endure something like 
that myself?”, but you’ve got to 
realize that this is one of those 
rare situations where the perks 
outweigh the hardships. When 
you’re a Residence Fellow you 
get to join a whole host of the 
most crazy, dedicated, time sacri-
ficing, creative humans you have 
ever met. There is also the whole 
perk of having ALL OF YOUR 
ROOM AND FOOD COSTS 

COVERED! Carleton actually 
has a really great reimbursement 
program for their residence staff, 
not like other universities that 
only cover part of costs. And 
even if dealing with loud drunken 
hooligans at all hours of the night 
is not really your thing, that’s not 
all of what working in residence 
is… well it’s most of it, but defi-
nitely not all. And, in my opin-
ion we need more engineers in 
res. We understand the party hard 
attitude and we also really pri-
oritize working hard, so it’s the 
best of both worlds! Do yourself 
a favour and at least look into the 
res fellow application process. It 
can be kinda long and tedious, 
and needs a lot of references, so 
figure that stuff out sooner rather 
than later!

Rebecca "Swallow" Feddema
- ACSE V - 



Columns

7

all great stories come from harambe

So touching....

Caroline "Life of Pi" Deluce
- ENG PHYS II - 

Ah, winter holidays, one of my 
favourite times of the year. Being 
the youngest of 7 kids (and the sec-
ond youngest of 5 step kids), the 
holidays have always been a little 
interesting, and very crazy. Many 
of you may be wondering how to 
survive family dinners, or what gift 
to give to that one family member 
that always says “I don’t know 
what I want,” for the entire month 
of December, or how to sit through 
another painful viewing of Frosty 
the Snowman for the eighth time 
in one day that you can’t shut off 
without hurting your four year old 
niece’s feelings. These are things 
that I consider myself a pro at, and 
I’m here to give you some advice 
on how to make it through the hol-
idays. Here are 5 Holiday “Hacks” 
to help you have an awesome 
(and entertaining) winter break. 

1. Be tacky! What better to be-
come undead inside after exams 
than to decorate EVERYTHING! 
Wear your ugly sweaters everyday 
over the break, put tinsel in your 
hair as a hipster fashion accesso-
ry, hang mistletoe over doorways 
and then proceed to kiss your cat 
under it. Sing along to Mariah Car-
ey’s “All I Want for Christmas” on 
repeat, and when your parent tells 
you to turn it off, you tell them to 
stop being such a Scrooge. The only 
downside to this is that if your fam-
ily is not tacky, they may become 
increasingly annoyed jealous of 
your overwhelming holiday joy. It 
makes me wonder why my favour-
ite light up Christmas tree sweater 
miraculously broke one day...

2. Give the perfect gift. This 
is always a hard one. People can 
generally be broken down into three 
groups: one being “I would like 
<insert thing here> please,” two be-
ing “I’m not sure/anything is fine,” 
and three being “I have everything I 
need.” What I generally do is create 
a giant group chat, say “What does 
everyone want for Christmas?” and 
get responses similar to the three 
above. Person 1 is the easiest be-
cause they are a strong, independ-
ent person who don’t need no man/
woman/other genders under the 
LGBTQ+ umbrella. Good for you, 
Person 1, you make my life easy. 

Person 2 on the other hand is a bit 
more challenging. The solution? 
Give them a gift card. They like 
books? Indigo. They like coffee? 
Tim’s/Starbucks. Sporty dad? Sail. 
BOOM. DONE! Person 3 is the fun 
one, and despite popular opinion, 
they are my favourite type of per-
son to shop for. For Person 3, do-
nate to a charity on their behalf; it’s 
a win/win for everyone involved.

3. Give the perfect budget 
friendly gift. Now, there is a 
big difference between the perfect 
gift and the perfect budget friendly 
gift. One study suggests that the av-
erage Canadian spends about $766 
on Christmas alone, and since my 
rent for the month of December is 
around $550, that ain’t happening. 
There are plenty of ways to save 
money during the holidays. Sur-
prise everyone with a handmade 
gift such as a mug with a message 
baked on in Sharpie, Google DIY 
low expense gifts, or have Han-
nah Waye navigate you through the 
wonderfully confusing site of Pin-
terest and you’ll surely find some-
thing awesome (she is a Pinterest 
god.) Also, why waste money on 
wrapping paper when you could 
wrap all your gifts in newspaper?! 
Preferably the Charlatan. Tell your 
family that you have decided to go 
eco-friendly instead of succumb-
ing to the capitalistic way of using 
wrapping paper.

4. Surviving family Get   
togethers. Between dinners and 

generally just hanging out, family 
gatherings can be rather… interest-
ing (and sometimes painful). How-
ever, despite how hectic family can 
be, I’ve found a few ways to help 
make it a little less crazy. A relative 
brings up a taboo subject at dinner? 
Start talking about how lit and in-
teresting your classes are (even if 
they’re really not--case in point: 
ECOR 1010.) Conversation is get-
ting kinda boring? Play a board 
game like Catan with your family 
and DESTROY THEM. Younger 
nieces/nephews/siblings running 
around like a bunch of little mon-
keys? Sit them down and watch a 
good old holiday movie (unless it’s 
Frosty the Snowman, I am forever 
burnt out from that movie.) All in 
all, as much as family can be crazy, 
spending time with your kin really 
is something special. Which brings 
me to my last point...

5. Create memories. Very rare-
ly will all the Deluces and Holm-
eses be in the same place all at once. 
That’s why the holidays are always 
something special; as much as it’s 
busy, loud, and downright crazy, 
it’s always good to spend time with 
the fam. Many of our greatest and 
funniest memories come from the 
holidays when we’re all thogether. 
My advice to you is to do some-
thing memorable with your family 
this holiday season, as memories do 
last forever. By the time my niece 
is our age, she will have this lovely 
Christmas photo of us… a memory 
I will never forget.Glorious sweater that miraculously broke...

Creating life long "memories" with my niece
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some surprisingly legit stuff here

...until you get to the bottom8

“What are your best exam studying tips&tricks?”

Find the time that suits you best. For 
some, that may be 2am. We won't 

judge.

Aaryan Shameem 
AERO D II

Plan ahead, as the booze money has 
to last all the way until your last 

exam.

Konstantin Fedotov 
ELEC II

Write out To-Do lists, and mark them off as 
you study and get shit done. This gives you 
the satisfaction of progress and helps you be 
organized throughout your study sessions.

Wake up early and get moving as soon 
as you wake up.

Coffee. Also PASS Workshops/
Mocks are pretty good too.

Try to understand 
rather than just 
memorizing.

Abitalib Kagalwala 
AERO I

Luke Boguski
AERO B III

Nikita Rudakov
MECH II

Rachael Machnee
AERO A IV

FREE BODY DIAGRAMS  
EVERYWHERE!!!          

(Part Marks).

Andy Curtis
AERO C II

Try and do one of each problem from the 
chapters on a special exam study sheet. 

Also make sure to reward yourself with a 
nice drink or snack so it feels like you’re 

working for something.

Connor Logie
AERO B III

Will Brooks 
AERO I

Start Studying well before 
the exam period.

Jonathan Strong
CIVE III
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But... which gabe? 9

:3

Do the old tests, and pray the prof's 
too lazy to change it.

Dean Zaibak
CIVE I

As my good pal Cameron Euler 
once said, "You can retake a course, 

but you can't retake a party."

Keely Gibb
AERO D II

Route 66, Eichenwalde, Hanamura, 
King's Row...

Try to catch up on sleep a few 
weeks before exams start so you 

can study effectively.

Nicholas Cantarutti
AERO D II

Try the problems you got wrong 
again, and the ones you did get 

right twice.

Seth Thompson 
ELEC II

In a bed.

Practice questions.

Will Brooks 
AERO I

NOT ASKING YOUR FRIEND 
TO TEACH YOU THE WHOLE 

COURSE THE DAY BEFORE THE 
EXAM @GABE

Dublin
AERO C II

Get a Calendar and rough out when you'll 
start studying for each exam- try and stagger 
each course so that you aren't studying more 

than 3 at a time.

Sam Hassall
MECH II

Take the time to write out all the ma-
terial you need to know first. Then cut 

the WiFi until you feel ready! 

Jamie Hopkins 
IMD II

Don't study with friends. Study in a populated 
area and later on revise with friends. And walk 

into your exam at the last moment, seeing every-
one else freak out will only freak you out. 

Moe Qalinle
ENG PHYS I

“Where is your favorite place to be during winter break?”

Home haha.

Yet to discover, hopefully with 
the help of some friends I'll find 

a place this year. Bort!

In my bed, asleep. 

Denise Mayo 
AERO C II

Home is where the heart is, so 
right here, at Leo's.
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don't mope, hit the slopes!

elevator vacations ftw10

“What is your most memorable holiday moment to date and why?”

Tim Hortons.

Coffee, to go, as I walk/skate 
along the canal.

On the couch being lazy 
and watching movies.

Skiing in the mountains or in 
front of a fireplace at home.

Under 20 layers of blankets. 

In bed or my cousins’ 
hot tub.

In bed, cuddling with my dog and 
watching Netflix.

My dad threatening to cancel 
Christmas every Christmas Eve for 

as long as I can remember.

By the wood stove.

A ski hill.

In front of a fireplace, with 
beer.

Hanging out with my 
friends.

Being stuck in an elevator on new 
year’s 2012. Best way to spend 

your time in Malaysia.

Sault Ste Marie, skiing!

 Just after you get in from the cold. 
With a warm blanket around you and 

hot chocolate in your hand. 

 In the kremlin, cracking open a 
cold one with my buddy Putin.



While skiing with my family a couple of years back, we 
were flying down the mountain in formation with my 
Dad in the lead, brother following, and the rest of us 

trailing. We see my dad catch some air and then disap-
pear, and my brother stops to let us know that our father 

had just skiied off a cliff. This would have been more 
unfortunate if we had not all decided we had to make 
the jump as well. Only minor injuries were sustained.

Columns

11

coffee really isn't the answer to life, the universe and everything

d'awwww

It was this summer when I went on a 
boating trip with my friends and cousins. 
During the trip we had a lot of fun swim-

ming, fishing, snorkeling and bbqing 
what we caught.

Coffee, cuz coffee.

Sleep. The most beautiful thing in all of 
existence.

Finding out that Santa isn't 
real... no why required.... :'(

We didn't have a lot of excess money, and 
I was really surprised when I got a Game-

Cube for Christmas with super smash 
brothers and an adapter to play Pokémon 

fire red :D 10/10 would do again.

Going to Dubai to see my Pops. My 
brother and I had a grand ol' time. We 

checked out the beaches, boutiques 
and Bugattis. It was a splendid time to 

say the least ;p. 

I don't think you could publish my 
most memorable moment in this 

newspaper.

My most memorable holiday moment was 
when my friends back home organized a 

Christmas dinner and gift exchange for ev-
eryone who had gone away for school.

Years ago, my little sister would always 
randomly say potato, so my parents 

wrapped a bunch of potatoes and put them 
in her stocking. They put her actual gifts 
in a potato bag in the pantry. She quickly 

stopped saying potato all the time. Watching my brother get the PS2 I 
asked for for Christmas last year.... 

Getting a bigass Sears train 
set as a little kid, because 

TRAINS.

Not one specific moment, but anytime me 
and my family would have snowball fights. 
Some of my fondest memories in the snow 

was hurling it at my family. 
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dressed to the nines... 'cept owen

look mom, real engineers!12
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...aaaaand that one guy loading his plate like nobody's business

lord daniel, he of the unbroken soul 13



rePorts
haha... ha....... i see what you did there

at least they thrashed the opposition for a good cause14

Ottawa. First and foremost, 
this was a conference on bring-
ing together two Canadian 
joints, the Association for Pres-
ervation Technology and the 
National Trust for Canada, for 
the noble cause of advancing 
“technology, policy, means and 
methods for preserving and re-
newing heritage buildings, dis-
tricts and engineering works”. 

The annual Heritage Confer-
ence took place October 11th-
14th in Ottawa and I attended 
the final session on the windy 
afternoon of that Friday. The 
noxious smell of midterm sea-
son, mixed with the musty odor 
of elder conservationists, stung 
the nostrils. Intimidating as 

it was, the view of a few doz-
en company booths was reas-
suring to the student engineer 
(networking and whatnot). 
Among the booths, there were: 
restoration companies/con-
sultants, 3D building scanning 
technology providers, granite 
and soapstone dealers, concrete 
anchor specialists, masons, and 
much more. All had interest-
ingly-boring things to say and 
all were looking for a reason to 
stand up. 

This was the Architectural 
Conservation and Sustaina-

bility Engineer’s wet dream, 
so to speak (try to say that 3x 
fast, not in a public area). I 
couldn’t really tell you what 
the guest speakers were trying 
to convey, I didn’t understand a 
thing. All I did remember was 
“the greenest building is one 
that’s already built” and “there 
are three types of lies…lies, 
damned lies, and statistics”.  
To learn more about the con-
ference and even restoration 
studio visits, be sure to come 
by my office hours at CSCE, 
ME3379, Mondays from 1:00 
to 2:30.

CSCE Carleton has had a busy 
November.  The month started 
off with a booth at the Movem-
ber Shave Off; CSCE ran Pin 
the Nipple on the Boobie, rais-
ing money for both Movember 
and Breast Cancer Awareness.  
On November 14th, Scott Cryer 
from Pinchin Ltd. came to Car-
leton to speak about radon gas, 
the effects on human health, and 
how to prevent it in buildings.  
Lastly, we ran a hydraulic bridge 
competition in the last week of 
November.  Participants built 
drawbridges that could be raised 
by plastic syringes.  All proceeds 
went to the CSES Movember 
Campaign.  On December 2nd, 
the annual Cookies and Cram 
will be happening again.  CSCE 
partners with the other socie-
ties in the 3300 block to provide 
you with study space and study 
snacks for the day.  Our fall of-
fice hours will end on December 
8th.  Good luck to everyone for 
their fall exams, and see you in 
the new year!

Milan Roy
- ACSE I - 

CSCE December 
Update

    Admittedly this could’ve been our ice hockey tournament, 
it was so slippery!  Notwithstanding the conditions, Team 
Tequila thrashed the opposition in our 2nd annual soccer 
tournament. Money raised from the tournament (or pretty 
much any event that EWB hosts) goes towards sending a Ju-
nior Fellow to one of our ventures in Africa! A venture is an 
innovative start-up business that EWB partners with to push 
the boundaries of what is possible in Sub-Saharan Africa. We 
support entrepreneurs from seed to global scale; from ideas to 
widespread impact. These initiatives begin locally, but they 
have the capacity to eradicate poverty and create far-reaching 
change. 

    Be sure to look out for future events! We have our Hockey 
Tournament, RUBR coming soon!

The Champs of the 2017 EWB Soccer Tournament, Team Tequila! 
November 4th 
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Self driving cars?

...This is giving me CCDP flashbacks 15

Marisol "Ghost" Leunissen
- MECH III - 

What if I told you that autono-
mous cars are horrible drivers? You 
wouldn’t believe me, right? Robots 
don’t make human errors, and as hu-
man error is the cause of most acci-
dents, robots must definitely be better 
drivers. Well, the fact of the matter is 
you would be right, but currently auto-
motive processing systems are being 
implemented without considering all 
the case bugs. This will, in fact, lead 
to autonomous cars getting into more 
accidents than human drivers. There 
are currently programmers working 
on finding all these “edge cases” and 
rewriting the code so that certain er-
rors never occur again. However, this 
process still leads to a lot of accidents 
while trying to find errors. Do you 
want to know the estimated time it 
will take for autonomous vehicles to 
become as efficient as human drivers? 

19 years 

This is according to Edwin Olson, 
an associate professor at the universi-
ty of Michigan, the director of APRIL 
robotic labs, and the CEO of May Mo-
bility, Inc. This is a group focusing on 
creating a processing system that can 
reduce the required time for process-
ing systems to find these “edge cas-
es” by using a new technology called 
“Multi-Decision Policy Making”. 

Think of this example: you are try-
ing to merge into the left lane. You 

think of all the possible options and 
run through every potential outcome. 
Then once you know what’s most log-
ically the proper decision, you finally 
merge. Multi-Decision Policy Making 
is essentially that, but you run every 
potential outcome 500 times just to be 
safe and you do it every 20 millisec-
onds. Now, this is amazing informa-
tion- cars that have the capability to 
make incredibly informed decisions 
in a very short time frame. Can you 
imagine the processing power of such 
a machine? Who knew that they are 
currently developing robots that can 
accurately predict human movement, 
making a live statistical analysis of 
the situation.

I certainly had no idea. And I think 
that’s a problem. See, when we leave 
university, we should know what 
we’re getting into. See, in our line 
of work, we are required to stay up-
dated on what’s currently going on in 
our field. This is a requirement from 
PEO. But once we leave university, 
we have no idea what the rest of the 
world has been doing. So much of 
what we study will be non-relevant 
in 5 years’ time. It makes you won-
der why they make you learn all this 
information if it becomes useless so 
quickly.

Now, I know that you’ve heard 
all that before. They say you learn a 
mindset at university, the ability to 
learn independently, the fundamen-
tals of the theory so it can be applied 
to everything. Sure, that’s great. But 

when you leave and you’re looking for 
a job? It’s hard to learn independently 
when you don’t know where to start. 
Engineering is a branch of applied 
sciences, how are you supposed to be 
an engineer it if you don’t know how 
the science is being applied? If uni-
versity education is supposed to give 
you this map from which you can 
travel and expand your knowledge, 
currently for us it’s just a picture. No 
“you are here” markers, no final des-
tination, no estimated time of arrival, 
nothing. 

Some professors will tell you where 
things are going or that it’s important 
to learn this information because it’s 
relevant to such and such a field. This 
is when you get nice professors who 
care that you are provided with some 
context of what happens with the the-
ory you’re being taught. But unfortu-
nately, this is not the case with most 
classes. So where do you get that con-
text? Where do you start? Where’s the 
“we are here sticker” and how to we 
get that leg up on the real world while 
we’re still in university? I know this 
opinion won’t be popular, but trust 
me when I say you should actually do 
this:

Go to Wikipedia. 

Yeah that’s right, I referenced Wiki-
pedia. It’s only Satan Incarnate in 
CCDP 2100, but Wikipedia is great 
for many things- namely taking a 
concept that you may think is neat 
and then being able to show you 

where it is being applied. For exam-
ple, while (procrastinating) writing 
this article, I looked up Autonomous 
Cars. This brought me to the potential 
obstacles in the way of said vehicles, 
which brought me to a video by Car-
los van de Weijer on real intelligence, 
who talked about how autonomous 
cars have to flexibly interpret the law 
every 2-3 seconds. He has a doctor-
ate in mechanical engineering and has 
held executive positions at Siemens 
and TomTom. This guy has hosted 
TED x talks about future mobility 
with brains. 

During the talk, he says something 
very interesting: “Make sure you are 
open for innovation; be fast, be agile, 
be able to quickly turn around in or-
der to follow a new direction because 
you don’t know where this direction 
is. That way you can join the force 
that can make the future, so you don’t 
have the future overcome you.” 

From Autonomous Cars to Life Ad-
vice. Interesting tangent. But taking 5 
minutes to look up some articles, to 
learn about something that’s kind of 
related to your field. If you take 5 min-
utes to read a wiki article about Ber-
noulli’s theory or system diagrams or 
even how the 3 laws of robotics work, 
you’ll know where to start when you 
eventually survive university. And 
after all that time figuring out what’s 
going on, you’ll know where you 
want to go in your field. 

Which just leaves one question: 
What will you decide to do?

Decisions,
             Decisions



90 percent chance they have the exam you're looking for16

the calendar looks so lonely without any events
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happy holidays, see you in the new year! 17

NEW PHOTOS!!!!!!!!!

don’t be a stranger! anyone involved in cses would be 
haPPy to talk to you about anything from directorshiPs 
and event Planning to volunteering at leo’s lounge, 
or just showing uP to events. it all Plays an imPortant 
role in making engineering your family away from home.        
remember... everything counts for flightsuit stamPs.

President
Sasha Christie

VP External
Johan Prent

VP Academic
Caroline Deluce

VP Internal
Tristan Durie

Hey C-Eng, as the fall semester comes to a close, 
I would like to wish you all the best of luck on your 
finals and a happy holidays! We’ve got some exciting 
projects coming up in the new year that we can’t wait 
to get started on, like the Mental Health Committee 
and February Feel Good Week. We’ll keep you posted 
on our progress, and if you ever have any questions, 
don’t hesitate to reach out!

Hello hello, everyone! I hope exam 
studying is treating you well and not 
taking away what little sanity you might 
have left. Thanks to all the groups that 
applied for Fall SGF this semester, it was 
great! Remember to pick up all your 
cheques before the last day of classes. 
Also, just a reminder that any of your 
group's unused funding will not carry 
over into Winter SGF this year, so don't 
forget to apply again next semester! 
That's it for me, happy holidays and see 
you in 2018!

what is cses?

the carleton student engineering 
society has been serving the 
students of carleton engineering 
for more than 35 years.
its goal is to Provide its members 
with academic, Professional, and 
social resources to helP them make 
the most of their four (or more) 
years at carleton. if you’re an 
undergraduate student enrolled 
in a stream of engineering, you’re a 
member of cses.

3390 mackenzie building

VP Finance
Kevin Herger

Hi Friends!!! Hope you had a good fall 
semester and that exam stress isn't 
getting you down too much. Be sure 
to keep a look out for my winter hiring 
positions if you are looking for a way 
to get involved! And a big Con-GRAD-
ulations to all of the students who are 
doing their last final exams and will be 
graduating in February. Hope you have 
a Happy Holidays and New Year’s- after 
exams that is!

Bonjour C-Eng. We now approach 
that time of the year where I go 
into hibernation and do not return 
until conferences occur later second 
semester. If you are in first year, keep an 
eye out for FYIC (First Year Integration 
Conference), as this is specifically for 
you! While I am hiding, bundle up, enjoy 
some hot cocoa, and stay frosty my 
friends. Johan out.

Hey everyone! November was a 
blast with EngFrosh Reunion, Trivia 
Night 2.0, Whirlwind, Charity LAN and 
VAP… All thanks to you guys! Thank 
you for coming out and showing your 
engineering pride. Unfortunately 
though, as exams roll up and the 
semester comes to an end, so will CSES 
events. But not for long! Stay tuned for 
yet another exciting semester in the 
winter. Best of luck on your exams and 
happy holidays, we’ll see you in the 
new year!

Now that December is upon us, 
it's finally acceptable to listen to 
Christmas Music; metal Christmas 
music though, none of that Shoppers 
Drug Mart garbage. We should all have 
our sweaters by now, so we can stay 
warm throughout finals (even if you 
end up taking the boiling hot tunnels 
everywhere you go). I'm working very 
hard to get toques and scarves done 
for what remains of the winter, likely 
January. Otherwise, stay tuned for 
the textbook trade as well as sweater 
orders next semester! We'll have some 
new colours to choose from, so it'll be 
most excellent! 

Hi C-Eng!!! With exams just around 
the corner, we don't have much 
planned for this month. However, stay 
tuned for a new year full of workshops, 
activities and the National Engineering 
Week! Good luck on exams and Happy 
Holidays!!!

VP Social
Julia Ferri

VP Services
Michael Lanning

VP Publications
Cassidy Lang

Hello, C-Eng! Last month of the fall 
semester at last. Thank you to everyone 
who contributed to the yearbook poll 
and feedback form I released last 
month--I am pleased to announce that 
we will be seriously looking into the 
concept with plans to open pre-orders 
in January. By then, I will know more 
about price and specifics, and I will be 
hiring a yearbook team of two or more 
people to help me in this endeavour. 
Happy holidays, C-Eng; see you all in 
the new year!
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is this from sysc 3900?

solid advice all around.18

Aries

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Leo

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

HoLiscopes

Pray to the god of exams while burn-
ing offerings to appease them. Just 
avoid doing this in a res room, those 
fire alarms can be preeety touchy.

Bring a pillow and your favourite 
blanket to your exams; being com-
fortable will help you do better! 
And technically, there’s really noth-
ing against it… 

Christmas shopping looks rough this 
year. Why not just get people IOUs? 
It saves you trouble when you’re try-
ing to study for exams, AND you can 
get great discounts on boxing day. 

These may be challenging times, but 
imagine all the good things that will 
happen, like Christmas feasts! Turkey, 
cranberry sauce, dessert... YUM!

You may find that your inner fire is dim-
ming slightly; I mean, there are exams 
to worry about and it’s just so dreary 
outside! One surefire cure is to find the 
legendary Sun Lamp located in a hidden 
room somewhere on campus, and PRAISE 
THE SUN. 

JUST DO IT. Yep, that's all the stars 
have to say for you.

Your life’s balance seems off this 
month. Rearrange the things around 
you to improve their Feng Shui and thus 
your life. While you’re at it, carve a 
yin-yang symbol into your exam table 
that will bring balance to those who 
follow in your footsteps.

Scorpio, the sun is waning for you. 
Actually if you think about it, the sun 
is waning for everyone... nevermind.

The ghosts of McRae past, McRae pres-
ent and McRae future will visit you on 
December 24th to teach you the true 
meaning of ECOR 1010 and the tragedy 
of the commons.

Remember to keep your fireplaces lit 
during the nights. That way, no fake 
Santa Clauses can sneak in and steal 
your loot.

You may have dreams this month in 
which you soar through the skies, 
seemingly by magic. Hint: thinking 
about aeronautic equations may ruin 
the magic. 

Every time you go into MacOdrum 
Library, start singing ♪ Having fun isn't 
hard, When you've got a library card ♪



Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

distraCtions
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- Footnotes -
Editor-in-Chief
Gabriel Karam

VP Publications
Cassidy Lang

Issue Made Possible By: Last Words:
Cranberry Ginger Ale 
EVEN MORE memes 
Quality Photography 
The fact that eyes can heal from 
Charity LAN

I hope they tune 
that piano one day 
-Sincerely someone 
who sat in Minto 

writing this.

> Stuff in the cracks of your 
run down windows to miti-
gate heat transfer

> Pad the presents you give 
to others so they appear 
larger

> Use as walls in cheap civil 
engineering projects

> Make a 1/25 scale model 
of The Thing to put on your 
desk

> Use as a makeshift 
mousepad

> Julienne and serve with a 
meal of your choice. Artsy 
salt can add a unique fla-
vour to your food, with just 
a touch of hopelessness.  

> Bookmark the important 
pages of your textbook be-
fore finals

> Launch charlatan airplanes 
from the top of Dunton

> You could read it

USES for the 
CHARLATAN

does the "iron" stand for iron liver?

Stay Tuned for a brand new january!

Special Thanks To:
A last minute save, very le-
nient managment, and FALL 
VAP.

Hailing from: Burlington, Ontario.
Delicious Dish of your choice: 
Campbell’s canned vegetable soup. 
What would be your dream job and why?
Working on conserving and rehabilitating heritage buildings, ide-
ally somewhere in Europe. I love heritage – old things are pretty.
Most Magical Moment:  
Looking over the cityscape with mountains in the background in 
Vancouver this past summer. 
If you could travel anywhere, where would you go? 
New Zealand to visit the little blue penguins!
Favourite song/band/genre of music:  
Song: Further by the Weedsnorters.
Artist: Thomas Rhett.
Genre: Country. 
If you had one day left on earth, how would you spend it? 
Celebrating because of all the assignments and exams I don’t 
have to write anymore.  
One quote that really resonated with you:  
“I am and always will be the optimist, the hoper of far-flung 
hopes and the dreamer of improbable dreams." – Matt Smith, 
Doctor Who
Would you rather be unable to speak, or unable to use any 
electronic devices (for one day)? 
Unable to use any electronic devices; I’d spend the day reading in 
bed.
What holds the top spot on your bucket list? 
Taking a hot air balloon ride over the desert to watch the sun rise.
Hit me with your best six-word horror story:
Error – your document has been corrupted. 

C-Eng Involvement:
 VP External of CSES (current)
 EngFrosh facil x2
 CMAS 
   (Events x2, Postering)
 Charity LAN director

last Call

the iron man
Johan Prent

- aero d iii -

Hailing from: The first capital of Canada: Kingston, ON :p
Delicious Dish of your choice: Donair (10/10 super Bueno).
What would be your dream job and why?
Working for Spacex or Lamborghini, I like things that go fast 
and space is pretty cool.
Most Magical Moment:  
When I travelled to Nicaragua, we went to a camp on the coast 
very far from any city, and the first thing I did was look up. The 
stars in the sky that night were pretty magical.
If you could travel anywhere, where would you go? 
Either Back to Venice, or travel to Asia. I haven’t been to Asia 
yet.
Favourite song/band/genre of music:  
Stairway to Heaven / Queen / don’t really have a favorite genre, 
although I always find myself going back to classic rock.
If you had one day left on earth, how would you spend it? 
Trying to do everything on my bucket list. 
One quote that really resonated with you:  
“No fish is bound by its bowl. Only by its will to jump” – I forget 
the person that said this.
Would you rather be unable to speak, or unable to use any 
electronic devices (for one day)? 
Unable to speak; there are many ways to communicate without 
a voice.
What holds the top spot on your bucket list? 
Seeing those stars in Nicaragua again. 
Hit me with your best six-word horror story:
You mean the exam was double-sided?

C-Eng Involvement:
 CSCE 
   (President, VP Social, Year Rep x2) 
 Troitsky x3
 EngFrosh 
   (Frosh, Facil x3)

the iron lady
Courtney Kester

- arCh eng iv -


